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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   BUBBA WATSON  
December 5, 2015  
 
 

Q.  Bubba, tremendous round.  Just get some comments on the day.  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, it was a good day.  You know, I hit some good shots and the key 

for me around this golf course, I think for everybody though as we're seeing, when there's no 

wind, light wind, we can score.  We're all good players, don't get me wrong.  We're all top 50 

in the world.  But with no wind, this golf course is a little bit easier to make birdies.  

Obviously 20-mile an hour winds, this golf course becomes a beast.  

 

Q.  How easy is it to make eagles? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  You know, with a soft 7-iron it's pretty easy.  Like that, I had 168 into 

the wind, I chipped a 7-iron, came out perfect and obviously it went in. 

 

Q.  Could you see it go in? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  No, I couldn't see it at all.  Teddy said it went in and then the camera 

guy that was filming me the whole time, he started pointing down so he said it went in 

without talking.  So that's why I said on TV or on the camera, I said my favorite camera guy.  

He was actually telling me it went in because we can't see it because of the way the sun and 

everything was.  

 

Q.  (Inaudible.)    

 

BUBBA WATSON:  I heard a yell.  At least it wasn't my mom yelling.  I heard somebody 

yell.    

 

Q.  Course record.  Do you have any idea how many course records you have? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  I can guestimate but I can say this is my only one.  I've got quite a few.  

I've got three at Estancia.  They do it from different tee markers.  I played the blues one time 

at Estancia in Scottsdale, shot 62.  Course record was 64.  Then I played the black tees 

which was a little bit further back, I got it at 60.  And then I got it at 58 from all the way back, 

the gold tees.  And then at my home course at the Greenbrier, the Snead course, I shot 60 

there as well one day playing with the members.  And then my courses that I grew up at, I 

shot in the 50s a few times. 

 

Q.  Wilmore State, did you have the course record there?   

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, I've got the course record there, too.  Won that, I did that one in 

the club championship. 
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Q.  If you play by yourself, USGA doesn't count anything anymore.    

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Exactly.  That's why I always bring my dog with me.  I don't have a dog. 

 

Q.  Did you get the triple when you won the Wilmore State club championship?  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  That's the first thing before I join a course, I always ask if I can be a 

member.  I mean if I join, if I can play in the members' events.  Sorry, didn't word it the right 

way.  So club championship, if I'm not allowed to play in it, then I don't want to join the 

course.  

 

Q.  You shot 61 or 62 that day?  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, set the course record the day before and then the next day I shot 

it again.  And I shot one in a mini tour event I shot 62 and the very next day I shot 61. 

 

Q.  That's why you haven't joined Augusta yet? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  No, there's another reasons why I haven't joined Augusta.  I can't afford 

it and they don't like me.  

 

Q.  Is there a time when you know you're going good? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Well, I mean, today this golf course, like I said, it sets up well for with no 

wind, right?  You know, so the key is just making your putts.  You're going to have to make 

15-footers.  The greens are pretty small, so if you hit the greens you have a chance.  Today, 

you can look at some of my putts and if I didn't make them, I shoot a 5 under again like I did 

the last couple days.  And then when you hole one out, obviously you don't putt so it makes 

up for it.  But when there's conditions like this you have a chance to play, to shoot low so it's 

not really about are you in the zone or anything.  There's still a couple wayward shots that I 

hit that I got away with, I made the par putts that kept me going, kept the round going.  

 

Q.  Jordan said at the very start of the week when he first saw this course he said 

Bubba will love it here.  Did you feel the same way?  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  No.  First time I got here, I got here Tuesday afternoon, played in the 

pro-am.  When I played in the pro-am it was a lot heavier wind, stronger wind and it was kind 

of downwind on nine, so that means 10, 11, 12 were in the wind, 1's into the wind.  So a lot 

of these holes were into the wind.  So for me and what I've been fitting in my swing made it 

very difficult.  I had to shoot well over par in the pro-am.    

 

Q.  What have you fighting in your swing?  

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Hitting good shots.  No, my mind's working perfectly obviously, and 

then my body, my arms and my legs aren't going the same route.  So my cuts are not really 
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cutting, so that basically brings in mental thoughts where I'm scared.  We'll just use 18 for 

example yesterday.  I had 5-iron into the breeze and so I tried to hit just a banana cut onto 

the green and at the last minute I panicked because I didn't want to shove it to the left so I 

over-hooked it and hit it up in the grandstand.  So just those things.  It's really mental more 

than swing.  It's more just being fearful of bad shots.  Basically, I'm too focused on trying to 

be perfect instead of just playing golf. 

 

Q.  How do you fix that? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  I don't know.  To shoot 9 under, I guess.  I don't know.  Hopefully, I get 

some confidence.  But these greens are so small.  I mean, I don't know about these other 

guys, if they're going to tell you the truth or not, but I panic on all the shots because the 

greens are so small and so difficult.  And if any of the guys out here on the other 17 say 

they're not, then they're a lot better man than I am. 

 

Q.  Can you play a round where you're not curving the ball, just trying to hit it dead 

straight? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, I can but that takes away my skill set, right?  Some of these 

holes, instead of trying to hit a straight ball, like No. 17 today, I hit a straight one there.  Me 

and Teddy planned on drawing it.  Hit the center of the green, draw it, and then at the last 

minute I said, you know what, that's why I backed away at 17.  I said I'm going to go right at 

it, so I hit a 9-iron straight at it.  Hit it to 10 feet, missed the putt, but I hit a great shot.  So 

yeah, I can do it but I want it kind of falling towards the hole.  On 18, started at the right edge 

and then make it fall towards the hole, that's what I did.  Cut just a little too much but still it 

was a really good birdie chance. 

 

Q.  You shot 31 on the front with pars on both par 5s.   

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Well, which -- on both par 5s?  There's three on the front and I birdied 

that one. 

 

Q.  You're going to Thailand? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, going Sunday. 

 

Q.  Is it a little more of a grind now with two kids? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  They're not going, but I mean yeah, obviously missing the family and 

that's why we backed out of this tournament one time because she didn't have her passport, 

Dakota didn't have her passport.  I've already missed two weeks a couple weeks ago from 

Asia.  So yeah, I mean obviously it's tough, but that's our job and that's going to pay for their 

education unless they're really good at sports. 

 

Q.  Do you like it that much in Thailand? 
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BUBBA WATSON:  Yeah, I've been there four years.  I finished second there one year.  

The beauty about different golf courses and traveling is you're challenging yourself, you're 

challenging yourself traveling, you're challenging yourself with different style of golf, different 

grasses so you're trying to get better at the game.  There's a lot of good players at your 

home course but can their game travel?  That's what we love doing.  If you look at 

everybody, the European players come over here.  Well, we're not in the U.S. but when 

we're in the U.S. and they try to challenge themselves, they try to challenge their game 

against the best in the world.  So that's why I travel and try to help the game a little bit here 

and there. 

 

Q.  Which is your miss that scares you more, do you feel for comfortable with? 

 

BUBBA WATSON:  I want it to fall to the left so I don't like it when it goes right.  I don't like 

the hook, yep. 
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