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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  JORDAN SPIETH  
December 3, 2015  
 
 

Q.  Jordan, starting with the hole-in-one on No. 2, just comment on that and your day 

as a whole. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, when you come to the Bahamas that's probably going to get 

pretty expensive out here, but cool start to the day.  It was a 6-iron like 175ish playing about 

10 yards further with the wind so I needed to take a little off of it.  Absolutely flushed it right 

at the hole and didn't think it went in.  I started walking because balls have been sticking on 

the green so I thought it just stuck, but I guess it just crept forward that extra two feet.  With 

very few people watching, you don't know if it's really close or in when they cheer and then 

you look up and the ball disappeared.  So it's cool, it's cool to have.  Holes-in-ones in PGA 

TOUR events are pretty awesome.   

 

Then I tried to take that as momentum and, you know, played pretty solid.  A lot of the easier 

holes, I parred four of the par 5s and I could reach three of them and the other one had a lob 

wedge in, so that's a bit disappointing.  But made up with it by taking advantage of a few of 

the other easy holes.  

 

Q.  You mentioned momentum.  Do you kind of ride that adrenaline or do you have a 

(inaudible) now?  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I didn't have much today.  It was almost like it didn't even happen on the 

next tee box.  I was excited about it but at the same time it just means I'm 2 under through 

two and I've got a chance to shoot a really good round.  But I was not really feeling any kind 

of adrenaline on the next hole, I was just ready to try and make two eagles in a row, I 

thought that would be pretty cool but didn't quite happen.  It's possible out here, when you 

get 14, 15 you can eagle both and you can really score out here.  I'm very surprised that no 

one's lower than 6 under but just gets a little tricky with the small greens I guess. 

 

Q.  You've done a lot this year obviously.  Is there part of you that wants to end a 

calendar year with a bang?  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Really ending the calendar year is what I'm focused on.  I'm ready for 

some rest.  Sure, I would like to continue rounds like today the rest of the week or even 

improve on it and a win would be fantastic with an exclamation point, but that's what I said 

about the TOUR Championship and this is just fine.  This is a fun event for us because it's 

so relaxed, we're able to kind of sit back and I'm not grinding as hard as I would on a normal 

week, just trying to really soak it in as almost a half vacation, half tournament.  Obviously 

when I'm on the course I think differently, but trying to rest up as well. 

 

Q.  Is there a tournament round during the regular schedule where you felt glad to 

kind of, how do you trick yourself into getting on fire? 
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JORDAN SPIETH:  I would say maybe the beginning of the Playoffs.  It's easy for me to say 

that given that they were the low points of my year, but I would say right after the majors 

ended, I took some time off there.  I just built so much into the Open Championship and the 

WGC and PGA, I built so much practice into it that I really just took too much time off and I 

wasn't ready for the playoffs and then I started to ramp it back up starting after I missed the 

cut that first week, I started practicing a lot for Boston.  

 

Q.  What's your blend of vacation and work the next four weeks going into Kapalua? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I'm making an Augusta trip so that will be mostly vacation with, I guess, 

a little bit of work involved. 

 

Q.  Who's going? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  My dad and Jay to start, and then I'm playing with Randall Stephenson 

of AT&T and one of his buddies.  And Jay, you can probably feel Jay's excitement right now.  

So there will be a lot of rest because I'm going to end up going to Hawaii early and start 

practicing there.  We're supposed to have a cold, wet winter.  I imagine I'll probably take a 

couple weeks off again. 

 

Q.  Will the green jacket be on you a little bit? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Certainly at dinner. 

 

Q.  Jordan, that wedge shot at 10, you talk about improving your wedge play, what 

happened technically on that shot? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  It was an in-between yardage.  It's one I really struggle with soft greens 

with wedges.  It's the biggest need for improvement I think because there are plenty of golf 

courses we play with super soft greens and you get opportunities where pins are in the back.  

And I'm not bad at taking more club and just kind of bunting it up there to take the spin off, 

but I love firm greens where you've got to be in the fairway.  It's a huge advantage to be in 

the fairway.  Out here if you're in the rough it's no big deal because it's so soft, it'll stick.  It 

actually makes it easier on some wedge shots.   

 

But 1 and 2 there were both shots where I had to really push a lob wedge or I could have 

taken some off a different club and I was trying to pitch it just behind the one on No. 1 and I 

just mis-hit it because I was trying to get so much out of it.  Should have taken obviously a 

different club on 1 and just held the sand wedge up.  No. 2 was just a shot where I really 

struggle with where it's on the crest where if you land it at the pin, it comes back 10 feet, but 

if you land it beyond the pin it's downslope off the green and I just find a hard time being that 

aggressive.  

 

Q.  What was your play on that on 2? 
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JORDAN SPIETH:  On 2 I tried to hit the lob wedge again and just kind of punch it up into 

the slope and have it spin back to 12 feet.  I was just accepting 12 feet even from 85 yards, 

which is normally a go-to number for me.  I had 93 on 1, kind of a little down right-to-left, and 

85 on 2 and just I caught it a little fat but it still would have been short.  
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