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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  JORDAN SPIETH  
Wednesday, December 2, 2015  
 
 

JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Jordan Spieth into the interview room, the 

defending champion at Hero World Challenge.  Jordan, first of all, we'll get you to take us 

back to last November, your win at the Australian Open and your win here at the Hero World 

Challenge really set you up for what was a fabulous 2015 season.  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, I did.  Those two wins were really big because I just learned how 

to close mentally to get into the lead and then on Sunday actually bring what I felt like was 

my best stuff of the week.  Came off the Australian Open win not knowing how I would travel 

across the world and to play that very next week, especially to travel -- I guess traveling this 

way I at least had an extra day.  But I played, I hit the ball the best I've ever hit it at this 

event last year, even better than Augusta this year, so on and so forth.  I was hitting the ball 

on a string last year at Isleworth and I love that place.   

 

This is a very easy week for us.  I mean, obviously with 18 guys and we're traveling to some 

of the coolest courses to play whether it was Sherwood or Isleworth or here.  This has been 

just a great kind of cap on the year, celebration of the year almost.  But it's still world ranking 

points, it's still a nice purse and a quality field that you need to really practice to try and beat.  

I was pleased to validate that Australian win so quickly last year and gain some momentum. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  Speaking of the course, comment on your thoughts on Albany. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  It's different than I thought.  I thought there would be ocean views, we're 

on an island.  It's a beautiful place.  It plays -- Bubba will like it, there's nothing blocking the 

tee shots.  It's very exposed to the wind.  You've got to keep it in between the sand areas 

because once you get into those it's very spotty, you either get a good break or a bad break.  

So if you can control the wind nicely off the tee you'll be able to hit into these small greens 

with less club and that's key, I think, is going to be greens in regulation.  They're very grainy, 

difficult to read the amount of break that's in them and they're kind of sneaky.  So I would 

look for scores, the way it played the last two days, I would look for scores to be pretty low 

this week even if the breeze kicks up, but you just never know on bermuda.  

 

Q.  How do you match last season? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I'm not sure yet.  When I've done some thinking about it, which is not 

much as of now, that's more of what December's for, to reevaluate and set new goals, but 

when I have done some thinking, in my mind I can certainly improve in spots of my game.  It 

doesn't necessarily mean the results will happen the way they do where you get two majors 

and five wins in whatever.  For that to peak at the right time, you know, it's a bit of good 

timing and luck and it's a bit of believing in our team and the plan we set forth.  So we're 

going to try and do the same thing.  I believe I can get better certainly in different specific 

parts of my game and I can grow mentally as a player as well.  I don't know if it will lead into 
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the same kind of accolades that this year brought forth, but I can certainly finish next season 

feeling like I'm a better player than I was in 2015, and if that's the case, wins will fall my way.  

I hope they come at the same time that they did this past year, but you just never know. 

 

Q.  Do you have a feeling that you had a better year without the win totals, say you 

have one win and don't win a major?  Do you know what I mean, could you feel --   

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  It would be hard if -- I would have to have multiple wins and really solid 

ones to feel like I was better than this year.  I don't think I could have one and feel like I 

improved from 2015.  But if I do maintain the levels that we were at at certain parts of the 

game and improve others, then it's just going to happen.  You'll hit enough greens, you'll 

make enough putts.  If I could putt the same the way I did this year and then continue to 

improve ball striking, wedge play, then they'll come. 

 

Q.  Before Australia last year, were you at all having doubts about your ability to 

close? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Sure, yeah, it was in my head a bit.  Whenever I would have -- I had 

four or five leads going into weekends in 2014 in the PGA TOUR season and each time you 

don't come through, you wonder what's wrong, is it me, is it my game.  And then you hear 

the noise of he's a good player but he can't close and this and that.  Whether you try and 

reach out to hear it or not, it still comes in and that's a tough thing to get over.  It's a tough 

thing to win on the PGA TOUR, everyone knows that now, and it's getting tougher and 

tougher, but there's still a large learning curve.  I mean, look at like what Justin did.  Justin 

could have won three times last year pretty easily and he just needed that extra experience 

to close it out.  And then in Malaysia, he made a couple mistakes just like similar mistakes to 

what most people do make in a round of golf but ones that are tough to bounce back on a 

Sunday in the lead when he kind of fatted the one in the water, comes back to the next hole 

and almost makes it.  It's that kind of rebound that you need that you kind of learn how to do 

that I needed as well in that 2014 season and it just clicked right at the end of that season to 

lead into '15.  But I was -- it was tough.  Those Sunday evenings were tough for me when I 

didn't close them out.  Makes you really appreciate now that you can, you know.  You 

wonder how in the world was I not able to back then, but it's just the way the game is. 

 

Q.  Do you have doubts now? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I don't now, no. 

 

Q.  About anything? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Sure, I've got doubts about stuff, but not really on the golf course.  

(Laughs.)  I feel confident when we're in position, I feel confident that we can get the job 

done no matter where we are now.  Again, things still have to fall your way, you have to get 

the right breaks in the end to win a tournament, and I'll have plenty where I'm in contention 

and won't close it out.  Shoot, I was in contention, had a chance to win four majors this year 
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and two went my way and two didn't.  The Open Championship I certainly had control of with 

two holes to play and that's really the only letdown this year in my mind was how I finished 

that championship.  But in majors, look at what Jack did.  You're going to be in position a lot.  

The more you can get into it, the more you're going to win, but the more you're also going 

to -- someone else is going to close it out or you're going to not quite pull the shots off. 

 

Q.  Jordan, you said earlier you didn't know what would happen after you traveled 

from Australia to here last year.  You've since then traveled all over the world.  How 

much better are you now at getting over jetlag or getting ready to prepare for a 

tournament after going halfway around the world? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Quite a bit better.  I think it just comes with doing it.  You guys would 

know, you've done it, too.  The first few times it throws you off and now I haven't had much 

of a problem.  What was tough about this year was that we were in Korea, we came back for 

a few weeks, but then I went China, home for eight days, nine days and then right back to 

Australia and then right here.  So it's been a quicker transition.  So it's wearing on me maybe 

a bit more than normal right now, but by the time the tournament starts tomorrow, it's a little 

later tee time and I should be just fine. 

 

Q.  Jordan, when you look back at '14 you said there was a couple times on the 

weekend where you didn't finish.  I'm guessing Augusta would be one that stands out.  

How long did you linger on that just out of curiosity? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  A bit.  It also did a lot for me at the time world ranking-wise and getting 

up in the Ryder Cup points list almost to a point where it didn't really matter what I did the 

rest of the year, which was my major goal in '14 was to make the Ryder Cup and contend in 

a major.  So it did really accomplish my goals.  But as I looked back later in the season on 

what could have been, that's when it really -- I thought about it more and more.  But I 

thought about it there, I thought about it in San Diego was a tough one.  I felt like I was really 

on my game there, shot a low second round over on the north course playing with Tiger and 

that was one of the highlights of the year for me.  And then there was a few more.  But yeah, 

I mean, Augusta would obviously stand out. 

 

Q.  Jordan, you just talked about your goals.  Can you take us through the process of 

adjusting your goals because it's all happened fairly quickly for you?  How do you go 

through that process of trying to re-prioritize when you've had the success you've 

had? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I think I just break things down into specific golf terms.  So say 150 to 

200 yards, I was this on strokes gained on Tour, this is how I need to improve driving 

accuracy, whatever.  In order to really improve the goals without overthinking things I think is 

just a basically put it down into real specific golf terms, work on individual parts of the game, 

maybe spend a little bit extra time on that.  Because if you're saying how do you adjust your 

goals to try and have the same kind of season, that's something that I don't think you can do.  

I think that if you just dissect my individual game and pick apart different parts, needs for 
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improvement, the rest will take care of itself if I actually act upon it, work just as hard or 

harder than this year.  We worked really hard this year.  In the offseason last season and 

into throughout this season, there was a lot of balls, a lot of putts hit in practice.  I'm going to 

need to maintain that to maintain the level of play. 

 

Q.  Jordan, a couple of things Tiger related.  First, I'm sure you saw or heard a little bit 

about what he said yesterday.  It seemed a little bit dire.  Just curious your take on 

that, if you've talked to him at all.  And then secondly, would there have been any 

player who had more of an influence on you when you were a young player coming 

up, before you were 10 or 13, 12 years old? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  No, there's nobody who had more influence in my golf game than Tiger.  

You know, it's tough, it's tough to see.  You just hope he gets healthy.  I think now, and I 

know maybe we've said it a few different times, but I think he really has his head around 

making sure that he takes his time getting back because he's still got a lot of good years 

ahead of him in my mind as long as he approaches it the right yeah, and I don't know what 

that is.  I don't know his position or the injuries he's experiencing.  I'm not educated on that 

subject.  But just seemed like each time just so wanted to be back and back to his level so 

quickly that it kind of maybe led to another one and I think now he's really sitting back and 

saying you know what, if it does take that long, I've got -- kind of got it figured out is what it 

seems to me. 

 

Obviously it's frustrating for him.  You can tell that.  But I think we certainly haven't seen the 

end of him even if he does say that if the sun sets on the career now, it's still good.  I think 

we can all read between the lines there, that he's -- I think he's still got some really good 

years left out of him. 

 

Q.  You mentioned that he did have the most influence.  In what way, is there anything 

that you point to? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Just the dominance, the way that he was able to bring it in the majors.  

Really he brought it in every tournament.  He didn't play 25 events a year and the ones he 

did play he often won or almost won.  So just kind of the way that he was able to kind of get 

into contention and be in contention and be at that highest kind of mental part of the game 

week in and week out and major in and major out.  You know, he did -- what we were able to 

do kind of this season he did for 15 years straight.  It took a lot out of us this year, and to 

imagine doing that, which is what obviously is the goal, it's really special. 

 

Q.  Your general impression of the Bahamas so far.  You talked about the course 

specifically but what's it like just being here? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  It's paradise, it's fantastic.  Just flying in when you fly over and we can 

see Freeport and we can see a couple other smaller islands.  It was just this whole 

Caribbean area is fantastic.  I mean, I love the water, love being in the water.  We're going to 

try and get out boating a couple days or maybe fishing, whatever it is.  Island life is a lot of 
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fun and it's certainly a change of pace from the cold, wet Dallas that we have right now.  So 

it's good to be down here.  To go from Sidney to Nassau isn't too bad, it's a good life we live. 

 

Q.  You're an Under Armour guy, so is Steph Curry.  What does it say about the brand 

that two very young guys are at the focal point of your sports and you're pretty much 

the leader in your field? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  We just got lucky, I guess.  It's really cool.  We've had, with Under 

Armour we've had Tom Brady as the MVP, Bryce Harper now is a Major League Baseball 

MVP, Steph and then what we were able to do.  You've got Andy Murray.  It's really, really 

cool seeing kind of everyone talk about Under Armour as being an Under Armour family and 

being part of the team.  I mean, we all believe that we're with each other.  I root for Under 

Armour guys over anybody else now because I know the people that they deal with, I know 

that they support me and this and that, and I've built relationships with quite a few of them.  

It's a really cool position to be in.  Yeah, what Steph is doing is ridiculous this year.  To 

follow the season he had and to come out even better is inspiring and it's something that I 

can certainly try and work towards next season. 

 

Q.  I don't know exactly what Tiger's record was, speaking of closing, it was 

something like 54-2 with a share of the 54-hole lead.  That doesn't seen reasonable 

now and there's a lot of things he did that are unreasonable if you try to stack up to 

him. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Most of what he did. 

 

Q.  What would be a good, fair really you are the dominant closer of the game 

because your record is what? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  After holding 54-hole leads or shares? 

 

Q.  Yeah. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Half. 

 

Q.  50 percent? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I would say 50 percent would be pretty spectacular.  I think that's 

probably in my mind, yeah. 

 

Q.  And secondly, a little bit off topic, but you'll finish the year I'm sure No. 1 based on 

playing the last two.  Big deal to you or no? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Sure. 

 

Q.  To finish the year with the threesome you've got going? 
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JORDAN SPIETH:  Sure, it definitely is, yeah.  It's a nice kind of thing to have kind of going 

for you I guess into the next season.  Jason obviously could have come in and done his part 

in trying to take that away, but there's more important matters.  He just had a new baby and 

taking some offseason time for that makes complete sense and there's nobody that believes 

he made the wrong decision at all.  So I love what I'm doing, I'm in a different position in life 

than he is so I'm able to go out and play these more events and that could hurt you or help 

you, and luckily we've stayed on our game in China and Australia at least to an extent to 

maintain that world ranking.  So it would be really nice to hold that at the end of the 2015 

season.  I feel like we've earned it this year.  Not that Jason or Rory haven't, but going into 

next year, it would be a nice goal to try and maintain it as long as we can. 

 

Q.  Jordan, you mentioned Tiger's mental intensity.  I wonder when you think about 

your success this year, how much of it came down to the physical aspect and how 

much of it was just preparation and thinking?  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  A lot of both, I don't know how to put that into percentage, into a 

percentage.  But you need both especially as you get into major championships just 

because they're all hyped up, you know that they're the ones that go in the history book over 

anything else, they're what you're defined as a Hall of Fame career or not so you know they 

have higher importance and a lot is needed.  You go through the week and like I've 

mentioned many times, it feels like you just went through two weeks, each round feels like 

double the amount of golf.  So I feel like we did a good job with both.  The mental 

improvement was what was more significance of an improvement from 2014 to 2015.  My 

game certainly improved in certain aspects and others, just as it does, some will fall a little 

off, some will be better.  But mentally we were a lot stronger this year. 

 

Q.  Jordan, you've had a lot of experience now playing halfway around the world and 

coming back sometimes in back-to-back weeks.  Just wondering in all that travel 

experience what little habits or tips have you picked up to help you beat the jetlag and 

sort of adjust your sleep patterns to playing in one time zone last week and then 

another one like this the next? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I mean other than just make sure you're sleeping, for me I like to make 

sure you hit a good workout the first day or two that you're back, kind of sweat and kind of 

get things going and get your blood running, get your muscles working.  You know, going to 

bed early and waking up early is kind of an easier way for me to do it.  It's tougher coming 

back here from that side of the world because you want to stay up so late and then it's just 

very tough to get up in the morning.  But I haven't had much trouble.  I slept pretty well in the 

planes.  Yeah, I mean, it's not too bad.  I don't really have many other tips to be honest.  I 

think I'm trying to still learn how to adjust, I've only done it a few times. 

 

JOHN BUSH:  All right, Jordan Spieth, thank you for your time and best of luck this week.    
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