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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  JEFF MAGGERT  
Wednesday, October 28, 2015  
 
 

 

Q.  Did this year exceed your expectations?  You were competitive until the end on 

the regular tour.  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  I had some lofty goals at the beginning of this year.  Probably the first 

goal is definitely to compete for the Schwab Cup.  I felt like over a whole season of playing 

well that I definitely would have a chance to have a run at that.  Obviously, week in and 

week out the goal is to win some tournaments, but I really had my mindset on winning a 

major championship this year on the Champions Tour and was fortunate to win twice.  

Certainly the U.S. Senior Open really kind of solidified my summer and put me in contention 

to win the Schwab Cup as well.  Then had a good event after that up in Calgary and another 

one at the Dick's Sporting Goods Open, so just good play all year.   

 

I did injure my calf muscle over Labor Day weekend which kind of set me back a little bit.  

Fortunately, it was in a period where we had three weeks off and I was able to kind of get it 

back a little bit, but it has been bothering me.  It's bothered me a little bit in North Carolina, 

and then last week in San Antonio I actually pulled out.  I felt like I was risking maybe 

injuring it a little bit further.   

 

Sometimes it's a mental battle, too, because you feel like the injury's healed and then you're 

second guessing yourself.  Definitely battled that in North Carolina and San Antonio.  So 

having the week off, really 12 days without having to really push it in tournament golf and 

working with my trainer at home and just really getting confidence and working with him and 

hey, the muscle's strong, let's keep working it, let's get on the range and hit a couple shots 

and make sure you're going at it a hundred percent.  You feel comfortable doing that.  That's 

been a big help.  Hitting a few balls this morning, kind of going through that same mental 

process of really trusting it and realizing it's going to hold up.  Other than that, you've still got 

to putt good.  

 

Q.  You knew how good the players were out here? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Oh, yeah, the players are fantastic.  You know, I think this tour's going to 

change in the next five to 10 years, too, because you've got a lot of guys turning 50 that are 

playing the regular tour full time all the way until they turn 50.  So it's going to get really, 

really competitive here, I think, in the next few years.  There's going to be a lot more guys 

coming up that are going to be good players and tough to beat. 

 

Q.  If Davis and VJ come out full time? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Yeah.  I've got to stay on top of my game and keep working hard.  I had 

25 great years on the regular tour.  I wish I could have won a few more times.  I would have 
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bet the house I would have won more than three times, but for whatever reason it didn't 

happen.  So looking forward to seeing what I can do out here on this tour. 

 

Q.  How much does it mean to you coming off the other tour?  I mean, you had T-2 at 

the PLAYERS in 2013 and then, what, 2014 you won your first event out here?  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Yes. 

 

Q.  What does that mean for you confidence-wise? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Definitely confidence.  And finishing well at the PLAYERS 

Championship, it's kind of a good boost.  When you get in your late 40s, it's really hard to 

beat those young kids on the regular tour.  So playing well there on a very tough and difficult 

golf course really kind of got me going and fired up and thinking about the Champions Tour 

and really kind of finishing off the regular tour well.  There's still a few tournaments on the 

regular tour I feel like I can play.  I feel like I can be competitive in a few of them.  So that's 

kind of a goal, too, next year to maybe play a few of those, but definitely focus 98 percent of 

my time is going to be out here on the Champions Tour. 

 

Q.  So looks like there's a three-way race on for the Schwab Cup next week.  Do you 

feel like whoever plays better is going to win? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  You know, with the prize money differential in Top 10, the difference 

between fourth and fifth is enough to overtake a guy.  So really it's just going to be the guy 

who beats the other two guys this week and next week.  Normally you would say, well, gosh, 

I played well this week, I finished fourth place, but if Colin or Bernhard finishes second or 

third or wins, then you're done for.  It is a little bit of a tournament within a tournament.  I'm 

trying to focus on playing well this week and trying to compete for the victory.   

 

I told my 11-year-old son way back right around the Senior U.S. Open time, because he's 

big into the Schwab Cup and he said, Dad, you're right there, you're going to win it.  I said, I 

need to win five tournaments.  I told him that about four months ago.  I said, I've got to win 

five times to win the Schwab Cup.  So I've got four wins, so I feel like if I win one more time, 

I'm in good shape.  That's kind of the goal really, it is, to win five times.  So I've got two more 

weeks and I'm going to play hard and try to do it. 

 

Q.  You probably haven't played here before.  Traditional tree-lined, old-school 

course? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  It has like a look of a Riviera sort of, the Southern California courses that 

were built 50, 60 years ago.  I'm not sure when this one was built, but they all have a similar 

look and looks like it's going to be a fun week. 

 

Q.  Why do you think you've been such a good Open player?  The toughest test of 

golf, you've had so many good strong finishes.   
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JEFF MAGGERT:  I've always felt mentally I'm pretty tough on the course.  I've never felt 

like I've been afraid of the competition or guys who I'm playing against, and also not fearing 

the golf courses.  I've been a great driver of the golf ball over the years and that's certainly 

important at U.S. Opens, putting the ball in the fairway; more so back 15 years ago.  Now it's 

a lot more about length.  When I was having my good Open runs, it was basically hitting 14, 

15 fairways a round and putting yourself in position to shoot for the greens. 

 

Q.  Par was a great score then. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Par was always a good score.  You took a birdie here or there when you 

could get it, but 16, 17 pars is pretty good on a U.S. Open course. 

 

Q.  When you look at the great young talent now coming on tour at such young ages, 

is that surprising to you or do you think it's a factor of Tiger coming out and making 

golf cool? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  I think Tiger's had a big effect, but I think the type of athletes that are 

coming in and playing golf, I can remember as a kid reading an article in the Golf Digest 

about Weiskopf.  They said Tom would never be a good player on the tour because he's 6-3 

and if you're 6'3" you can't play golf, you're just too tall.  I laughed because I always 

remembered that.  Now all these kids that are playing golf young in college and coming out, 

they're 6'2", 6'3" or taller.  They look like they could play tight end for the Chargers.  They're 

just good athletes and they can swing hard.  They talk about how far they're hitting it, but a 

lot of it's just pure athletic talent.  They're just better athletes than 25 or 30 years ago 

certainly. 

 

Q.  Dustin Johnson-type athletes, but you also have Fowler and Spieth are not real big 

guys and they're -- 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  They learn a different type of golf swing, I think.  They learn more of a 

power game when they're kids and the teachers teach that type of game.  The equipment 

allows for that.  The big-headed drivers allows you to get out there and be aggressive and 

learn that type of a golf swing.  Playing with an old persimmon driver, you put that in Dustin 

Johnson's hands, it would be like -- I don't think his drives would be quite as far, quite as 

long or quite as straight, either.   

 

But anyway, so equipment definitely.  I hit the ball 20 yards further now than I did when I was 

a rookie on the tour.  If I'm hitting it 20 yards further at 50 years old, a 25-year-old that's a 

good athlete, that number's going to correlate to 35, 40, 50 yards very easily.  

 

Q.  (No microphone.) 

 

SPEAKER:  I think one of the good things about this tour is we're not playing 40 

tournaments a year.  So with a 25- or 26-week schedule, you can pretty much play all the 
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events and schedule accordingly.  Obviously, if you win events you're going to want to go 

back and play those.  I have some interest in maybe playing two or three times on the 

regular tour, but not a large amount.   

 

One of the things that happens when you win like a U.S. Senior Open, they invite you to the 

regular U.S. Open, and I'm like, Can I really go to Oakmont and be competitive and play?  

But I do want to go there and play.  I played there in '94.  So little things like that can affect 

your schedule, but I'm looking forward to the playoffs next year, too.  I think it's exciting, it's 

kind of a new twist for this tour.  This tour's been kind of going along with the current format 

for a while, so I think it's a positive change.  I think it will draw some viewership.  People will 

be a little more interested, especially at the end of the season.   

 

Q.  What was it like winning two majors?  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, the U.S. Senior Open obviously for me was a great win just 

because I played so well in some of the regular U.S. Opens, so that was a special event.  

Obviously the Regions has got a great history on the Champions Tour from way back when 

it was -- I think it was played in San Antonio at one time.  So winning that tournament and 

also the U.S. Senior Open was definitely the highlight of the year. 
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