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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  FRED COUPLES  
Thursday, October 29, 2015  
 
 

FRED COUPLES:  I know a couple of those stats.  I don't know all of them.  You know what, 

if you went to my course that I grew up on in Seattle, which is a grand total of probably 40 

years ago, it's a lot like it.  There's good driving holes and really small greens, and it's just a 

course that I like.  But there's no rhyme or reason, I felt like I putt good on poa annua 

greens.  You've heard people say that I don't.  I mean, I miss them too, but I feel like I make 

enough and I really just like the course.  I think it fits my game.  And if I drive it good and 

long, then it's going to play into the stronger parts of my game, which probably from 

140 yards in I feel like I'm a very good wedge player.  I should have birdies.  But I've played 

rounds where you drive it in the trees a lot and you're scrambling, so you've got to be 

patient.  You can't just go out there and say oh, yeah I'm going to be 4-under after 12 and 

shoot 68 or 7.  You've got to earn it.  But there are par 5s which, good drives I should have a 

shot at going for every one of the greens.  So do a lot of guys, Kenny, all of them.  But I like 

the place.  

 

Q.  And how's your new house working out? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Everything's beautiful.  Yeah, over at Big Canyon and building a house 

in Palm Springs.  First house ever.  I fixed a couple up, so that's just starting and that's 

interesting.  That takes a lot of time away from you. 

 

Q.  You've always liked Newport Beach, though, right? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  I love Newport Beach, yes.  It's great living here.  It's very quiet, nice.  I 

came over and played a couple times, but I played most rounds at Big Canyon. 

 

Q.  Fred, what's your thoughts on the format they're going to use next year, the 

playoffs for the Schwab Cup? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  You know what, to be honest with you, I think it's very, very exciting.  I'm 

never going to complain about having bigger tournaments and having more important 

tournaments, but I was surprised they're only three rounds.  Do I have that right? 

 

Q.  Three tournaments.  

 

FRED COUPLES:  No, no, three-round tournaments.  That's a little surprising to me.  But so 

far they all are except for the Schwab Cup, but I thought we had two tournaments and we 

had smaller fields and they cut it down, four rounds would be better.  But I've heard nothing 

about great things about Richmond, and then the other one might be in L.A.?  Might be?  

Yeah, so if you're a California guy, you can't complain on that.  But I like that.  I think that it 

makes our tour a little more legit when you have a Schwab Cup even though Schwab's been 

around for and I've been a part of it and had chances of playing well in it and getting extra 
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money as they say and then winning in San Francisco, I'm tickled pink that we have a 

Schwab Cup event for the whole year and then you play the last tournament.  But to have 

two playoffs, I think that's a really nice thing for us.  I think it puts more emphasis on our tour 

at that time of year.  Like they say, the better players will get more points.  The same guys 

will be winning it, I think.  It's the guys who play really well.  We already know who they are.  

But then I just saw Scott Hamilton over here, he just turned 50, he's another guy, which is 

great.  But this tour, I just don't quite play enough to know everything about it, but when I 

play I thoroughly enjoy it and this is one of my favorites, probably in the top 3. 

 

Q.  Riviera South? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Riviera South, yeah.  I just think the people make the event and we have 

a lot of people that come out and watch and that is really -- I don't know how to -- that's the 

most fun for me.  They're everywhere and they support the tournament, they make a lot of 

noise.  It's not a huge golf course where you've got to get from No. 7 and No. 11 seven miles 

away.  If you want to come see someone, you can be to them in five minutes.  They walk 

around, they support it, and every player will tell you, it's a big event.  It's a great 

tournament. 

 

Q.  Different time of year this year. 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, it's a little weird.  Well, you can see the fairways are a little -- it's 

playing a little faster.  The weather's spectacular but the greens are almost identical and 

maybe they'll get them a little firmer, I'm not really sure.  I played on Tuesday.  But the 

weather's incredible, but I think it's the same course.  Maybe the greens will be a little harder 

and maybe it plays a little shorter.  That's a tough combo, too.  Firm, fast greens make the 

scores not as easy. 

 

Q.  We always ask, back's okay? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  I feel good, yeah, yeah.  Took all that time off and I think this will be my 

10th event, so I'm ready to take a little time off and then do the same old thing, start up next 

year and hopefully play more than 10 times, but I feel good now. 
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