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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:  DUFFY WALDORF  
Sunday, November 1, 2015  
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Duffy, congratulations, your first career win.  It came in your 73rd start.  A 

couple notes.  You've matched the Champions Tour record this week for most birdies in a 

tournament with 26 matching Fred Couples and Loren Roberts.  You also broke the 

tournament record with your 20-under 193 and probably the best part is you get a 2 two 

exemption Hualalai now.  

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  Yeah, Stan brought that up on 16.  That hadn't occurred to me.  

Where's Stan, looking up those pictures?  You should go to Kapalua.  You get to go to 

Hualalai now for this.  My finish birdie-bogey-birdie, I guess that's my day.  If you wanted to 

sum up my day, birdie-bogey-birdie, although I didn't do it in that order but I had two birdies 

to one bogey, I think, the whole day.  

 

DAVE SENKO:  You had three pars today.  

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  Three pars.  Yeah, Holding the Lead 101, they like you to make pars 

and then when you get a good opportunity, make a birdie.  I did not do Holding the Lead 

101.  I did the way you wanted to when you start, but then after two birdies you don't throw 

three bogeys right after it.  But I'm very excited how resilient I was and how I was able to 

turn it around on No. 7 and that was really the key to getting me back in the tournament 

really.  I think I was teetering on the edge after the sixth hole, but birdieing No. 7, No. 8, 

No. 9, No. 10, obviously that put me back in a strong position for the final push at the end. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What happened, just take us quickly through that 4, 5, 6 stretch there, what 

happened? 

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  Kind of "Duffy Golf" happened, the way I played this year.  I hit some 

bad tee balls basically.  They weren't terrible tee balls but I haven't been doing well when I 

get in trouble.  No. 4 I pulled my tee shot a little bit just left of the green.  Basically a pretty 

basic chip except this kikuyu can be very difficult and I did not hit a good chip and it came 

out real dead and that's always a risk out here and I ended up making bogey there.  Then 5 I 

hit into the right trees, not too deep but enough that I had to play a punch shot which 

proceeded to bury deep into the lip of the bunker left of the green, which I was trying to 

shoot to that bunker and play it into the green, and if I went into it I figured it'd be an okay 

bunker shot with a lot of green to work with but it ended up burying so I had a really tough 

shot just to get it out.  Hit a good shot but I still had 20 feet for par and I missed that.  Then 

next hole I pushed my drive just a little bit into the fairway bunker but three feet from the lip 

and just didn't have enough space to hit a ball to the green.  I caught the lip and came up 

about 90 yards short of the green and then proceeded to miss the green with that shot out of 

thee rough and got up and down for bogey.   

 

No. 7, I hit a very nice drive just into the first cut of rough so I had a good lie.  Had a sand 
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wedge in.  Hit a nice sand wedge in from about, I think I had about 85 yards but hit a 

beautiful shot in there about four, five feet from the hole.  Making that putt really kind of 

helped steady me down a little bit and get the tide turning back.  Even though I made three 

bogeys in a row, I was still even par for the round so it wasn't too bad.  And 8 was a really 

nice hole because I consider that just a hole I would like to make par on every day and I hit a 

beautiful 5-iron in there just left of the hole about 12 feet and made that putt for birdie.  Then 

it was kind of bonus time.  I hit two good drives on 9 and 10 and had wedges.  Hit a beautiful 

shot on 9 to about six feet and made that for birdie, and then 10, hit it about 10 feet and 

made it for birdie, too.  That was kind of a nice turnaround to go from 1-over par after six and 

then be 3-under par through 10. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  17, how far was that putt you made for bogey there?  

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  Way too far.  I think it was probably at least eight feet.  It was a good 

eight feet.  It was definitely more than two steps.  It was probably close to 10 but I'm going to 

give it eight to nine feet.  Things went from bad to worse.  The tee shot wasn't good, I hit it 

left and then it took a big kick and went long which left me with not much.  I didn't hit too bad 

a little pitch down there but it really didn't have much and ended up going to the front of the 

green.  That was probably the worst putt I hit about all week for distance.  It was a long putt 

up the slope and I hit it well by the hole eight feet, which another I'm looking at, why didn't 

you just leave it short life five feet, at least you'd have a little better putt.  But I had that 

breaking putt fast and I'm kind of looking at the putt, I really can't fire at this putt so I just 

chose a pretty wide line with a -- played the break and hit a soft speed and hit it perfect 

speed and perfect line and it went right in.  Obviously a big push to the finish because I think 

it might have been a little different if I hadn't made that. 

 

Q.  I noticed you had the word "breathe" on your golf ball today.  There must have 

been a few occasions when you had to remind yourself of that?   

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  I did.  In fact, the first time I breathed was after the sixth hole.  The 

"breathe" ball didn't come out until the 15th tee.  I probably could have used it sooner.  I had 

some more Halloween-themed balls earlier in the round.  What was the first ball?  Some of 

them performed fine, some of the them were making birdies, but the "breathe" ball came out 

on 15 and I certainly needed to breathe the last four holes.  Didn't par one of them.  

 

Q.  A lot of people say getting the monkey off the back.  How would you describe 

winning here? 

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  Well, I didn't -- I never felt like it was a monkey, per se.  I mean, I came 

out here, I played well when I first came on the Champions Tour and was in the hunt a lot.  I 

always felt like I was to where I enjoyed playing, it's a fun tour to play and I always felt 

winning would come.  But gosh, really the last year and a half, two years, I've been out here 

three years, the competition's got really strong.  There's more guys or great players and 

there's part of me that's wondering if I was going to win.  Three years in, you say you start 

losing your edge a little bit a lot of us as we get older so you wonder.  But I always felt like I 

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/toshiba-classic-2015/


3 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

enjoy working on my game and hopefully getting better and working on the process and it 

just all came together this week.  My putting really saved me this week, that's why I made so 

many birdies.  It wasn't like they were all five-footers, I can tell you. 

 

Q.  Was that putt on 17, even though it was a bogey, one of your biggest putts? 

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  Without a doubt, yeah.  I mean, the big putt yesterday to give me a 

chance for 59 was 16, I made that long, long putt yesterday and that put me 11 under and 

gave me a chance to break 60.  As far as the tournament goes, which really in a sense is 

more important, I would say the putt I made on 7 to turn it around, that early problem.  Then I 

was playing great on the backside all the way through.  14 was really a hole that I let get 

away.  I think if I had gotten a par there it might have been a little different story.  But the putt 

on 17 was key to have one-shot lead I believe over Joe Durant going into 18.  Obviously he 

just ran out of holes it would appear.  He did a John Wooden; it wasn't that he played bad, 

he just ran out of holes.  The game was too short. 

 

Q.  Do you remember anything about 2000 Disney that being your last -- 

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  Actually, yesterday it felt like 2000 Disney just because I had that 

round at Disney.  The last round I was 10-under par to win the tournament by one and I was 

lamenting the fact that I still had a round to play after my 60 yesterday, so in a sense it was 

quite a bit harder.  If you can get that hot round going, get into the zone and it's the last day 

and you're anywhere near the lead, you can really do some damage, but when it's the 

second round, all the guys are like, well, he did it, he shot 11 under, I probably have to shoot 

11 under to catch him.  Fortunately, I set a pretty high target today, but they almost caught 

me anyway.  

 

Q.  Did that 60 yesterday give you the confidence to believe that you could do this 

today?  

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  Yeah, definitely, just because I really felt good with the putting and my 

wedge game.  And this course is about the wedge game and I felt like my wedge game was 

strong all week and it was super strong yesterday and really it was really good today, too.  

My only problem was I hit a few stray drives and a couple bad approaches and I just paid the 

price, a little bit too heavy a price.  Fortunately, I already made a bunch of birdies the first 

two days so I had a little leeway there.  

 

Q.  Were you watching the board at all coming down the stretch? 

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  I watched the board -- I saw the board on No. 6.  I saw that I was tied 

for the lead so it was kind of like, well, you're kind of like starting over in a sense.  That's 

when I started to breathe.  I breathed walking off the green and thought, well, let's see if we 

can just turn this around and I was able to do that and I felt like I was playing well enough, if 

I could just get calm and get back to just putting it in the fairway, put it on the green, give 

yourself a putt and that's what I was able to do for most of the rest of the round. 
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Q.  That was after the three straight bogeys? 

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  Um-hmm.  That was on No. 7, yeah.  Then I checked the board 

probably on the par 3 13, too.  I looked at the board and I'm like, well, that was kind of a big 

putt to kind of give me a little cushion I felt.  It certainly wasn't an easy putt.  On 13 I made 

about a 25-footer for birdie and that put me I think into about a three-shot lead.  But I really 

felt like 14, 15, 16, those three holes, even 17, there's a lot of danger along with the 

opportunity to make birdie and that's kind of what makes it a great course.  There's chances 

to birdie and bogey these holes.  

 

Q.  It can turn around quick.  That three-shot lead after that birdie on 13, make the 

bogey on 14 and Sutherland has an eagle putt to tie you on 15.  I don't know if you're 

aware of that. 

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  No, I wasn't aware of that.  That's the thing, I'm thinking it's 

almost -- the only nice thing about today was I felt like I started the day 15-under and I felt 

like if I got close, if I could have a 3- to 5-under par round that very few guys would be able 

to catch me.  Part of the thing about this course is two of the par 5s come on the last four 

holes so those are kind of scoring holes and it's hard to be patient in a sense.  The way my 

round went, I threw patience out the window pretty quickly.  So this course does provide for 

exciting finishes and I just had to keep making good swings and seeing how many birdies I 

could make because I obviously wasn't reliable if I -- thing was it was like I was either going 

to make a birdie or a bogey, so it's like, well, I'd better keep making birdies because if I don't 

I'm going to make a bogey.  

 

Q.  More nerves on 18 thinking about a 59 or today with a one-shot lead to try to win? 

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  Way more nervous today because yesterday I was really right in the 

zone.  I mean, felt good about it.  Felt like I got a little bad break there yesterday on just kind 

of getting behind that tree but I put it there.  I felt really good yesterday.  Today I was jumpy 

and a little bit jumpier.  At 18 with a one-shot lead it's kind of like you think about laying it up.  

I didn't really like the pin.  I felt like if I got it up in front of the green, if I could get a good 

3-wood, hit a good second shot that would secure it so I was feeling pretty good when I saw 

where that ball was on 18. 

 

Q.  I'm just wondering when you dropped your club on the 18th tee --  

 

DUFFY WALDORF:  It was just a bad swing, kind of ducked it, kind of quacked it.  It was a 

little struggle.  I hit a little hook on 17, too.  Certainly was not my best ball-striking week b ut 

great putting can make up for a lot of bad shots. 
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