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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  ROD SPITTLE 
Friday, October 30, 2015  
 

DAVE SENKO:  Rod, thanks for joining us.  7-under 64, just a bogey at No. 8 and otherwise 

eight birdies. 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  Yeah, don't complain, don't complain, that's for sure.  Just a very solid start.  

Yeah, we'll -- we can use this card for a couple more days, we'll be in pretty good shape 

come Sunday, don't you think? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Start on No. 10 and three straight pars and then you birdied five of the last 

six.  Maybe just take us through that stretch there starting at No. 13, the par 3. 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  Yeah, again it was just obviously, Dave, very solid the whole day and it was 

kind of a normal start.  We had a good group, played with Doug Garwood and John Huston 

and I think all three of us birdied No. 13, the par 3.  Kind of played into the wind the first 

couple holes and then made that turn coming back.  We all made twos at 13.  On 14 I had 

about a 15-foot putt off the fringe kind of back up the hill.  Seemed like I always had it in 

good positions whether I had it 10, 12, 15, maybe even 20 feet underneath the whole, which 

again as you probably know out here is just huge in my opinion.  So I made a couple birdies 

there and then getting ready for that stretch with the par 5s.  On 15 I got it up and down.  I 

was just on the fringe in two and got it up and down for a little three-footer for birdie, which 

was great.  Then again all three of us made two at 17.  That's just such a dangerous hole.  

That pin's kind of up in the top-left corner.  Doug made one from the bottom, John made one 

from about 15 feet, I hit a really good shot in about six feet.  So all of a sudden we should 

have been playing -- we were looking for par 3 holes after that.  Then on 18, kind of the 

same thing.  I drove it in the left rough, got it up in front of the green and chipped it up about 

a foot away.  So all of a sudden again it was just a really solid stretch and kind of taking 

advantage of those holes where you need to there on the back nine with the wind helping 

us.   

 

We made the turn, Dave, gosh, and all of a sudden the ball kept going in.  First hole I hit 

wedge in about, gosh, maybe three or four feet.  That pin was up in the top corner.  No. 2, 

drove it in the fairway, hit a little 9-iron in about, gosh, I don't know, eight or 10 feet again 

right under the hole in a good spot, knocked that in.  Made a good putt on the par 5.  They 

moved the tee up a little bit.  Hit a 4-iron in the front bunker and I got it up and down, 

knocked it out on the back fringe and probably made about a 20-footer coming back down 

the hill so that was just solid.  Then a bunch of really good pars.  Had a chance for birdie on 

the par 3, same thing on 5.  6, kind of the same thing.  Good par on 7.  Then, like you said, 

made a bogey on 8.  I hit a good shot, hit 6-iron, normally hit 5-iron.  I think we were playing 

about 208, 210.  Hit 6-iron over the green, was really surprised.  Must have taken a big 

bounce from the green and then two-putt on the last hole.  Like I say, really was never out of 

position, Dave, and just a solid start all the way around.  

 

DAVE SENKO:  How far was your putt on 13, what did you hit on 13, your first birdie?  
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ROD SPITTLE:  I hit 9-iron.  We were playing, Dave, right around 145.  I hit it about 10 feet, 

eight or 10 feet, something like that.  I was the last one to putt so it was a good shot. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  I know it's a big week for you, you're 32nd right now so obviously a good 

week will get you in the top 30. 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  Yeah, we've kind of been -- that's what these next two days are all about 

obviously.  You're exactly right, Dave.  As we talked a little bit, we've had a very solid 

summer.  I've got a target score for the weekend before we started, so we're off to a good 

start and it obviously would be very fun to finish -- I think we need to probably, Dave, finish in 

the top 10, be deep in the field, something like that, so we're off to a good start obviously.  It 

would be very fun to move up and get inside that number.  Either way we're pretty much set 

for next year, you and I talked a little bit, but most definitely it would be a year-end bonus to 

finish inside the top 30. 

 

Q.  Is that five birdies in a row you had? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Six.  No, he didn't have one on 16. 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  Making the turn like that, started on the back nine -- I'm sorry, I was just 

going to say 8.  We started on the back nine, birdied 13, 14, 15, there's three in a row.  

Parred 16, and then birdied 17, 18, 1, 2, 3.  So yeah, made five. 

 

Q.  That's a pretty good stretch.  

 

ROD SPITTLE:  Yeah.    

 

Q.  Do you know you're making everything? 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  You know, a little bit.  Again, as hopefully everybody else has told you, 

when we start on the back nine like that, you've got that stretch of holes where you've got 15 

and 18 and 3, so what's that, the three par 5s are in -- what's that, four -- in seven holes.  

And the breeze was helping us on the back nine.  So I've just always thought you kind of 

have to take advantage of that, for sure the last three or four holes.  It just happened to work 

out that way today. 

 

Q.  You have a target for the weekend (inaudible)?  

 

ROD SPITTLE:  Yeah, it is.  Obviously not to get ahead of ourselves, but obviously to play 

as solid as we can, it would just -- just crunching numbers, that would seem as good a target 

as any.  So we'll probably be watching the board a little bit come Sunday afternoon 

obviously, but we'll see how close we can come. 

 

Q.  It's a little more fun (inaudible)? 

http://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour/toshiba-classic-2015/


3 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

ROD SPITTLE:  The last five or six years it's been a whole lot more fun.  Again, I thoroughly 

enjoyed my insurance career, but to come out here and to now have played for the last six 

or eight years like this is a whole lot more fun.  Hanging out with some pretty good guys and 

some great players, there's no doubt about it has been very cool. 
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