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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   SCOTT DUNLAP     
Friday, October 9, 2015       
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Like to welcome Scott Dunlap in to the media center.  5-under 67 today, 

bogey-free.  Scott, maybe just give us a quick wrap on your round today. 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Yeah, having not played the golf course before, yesterday was my debut 

and found it to my liking.  Today of course it's a little breezier, just kind of figured it out.  You 

know, got the ball in play, probably missed very few fairways and might have missed a 

couple greens, but I used the putter each and every time, so I don't think I had anything 

longer than maybe a four-footer for a par.  You know, when I did stuff one in there close, 

seemed to make it.  So it's as stress free as golf can be. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdied 17 and 18. 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Yeah, starting on the back, 17's a short par 5 and into the wind today, so 

it's no gimme.  I two-putted from a long way, made about an eight-footer for my first birdie.  

Nice 6-iron into 18 just on the fringe.  I actually did miss that green so I didn't mark my ball, 

but it was a putter from barely off the edge, 18, 20 feet maybe.  Then some nice, solid easy 

pars until, what was the next one? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  6, 7, 8. 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  6, the uphill par -- yeah, nice little 8-iron in there to about four and a half, 

five feet.  Par 5 into the wind so unreachable, lay up, pretty indifferent wedge really of about 

15, 18-foot right of the hole but a nice putt and in.  The nice downhill par 3, the island hole, 

hit a nice solid 8-iron to about 15 feet.  Sandy Lyle was nice enough to have almost the 

exact same putt before me so I had an idea what it did and I got the assist and made good 

use of it. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Miss any other opportunities out there?  

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Not really.  A couple, you know, putts.  It's that kind of golf course.  

There's a lot of strong, middle-length par 4s so you don't really have wedge in your hand 

very often.  It's kind of a meaty golf course and the way you've lost a par 3 and a par 5, so 

you've got a lot of par 4s.  Get the ball in play and hit 6, 7, 8, 9-iron type.  It's probably a hard 

golf course to shoot particularly low on because you just don't have that many scoring clubs, 

but I'm very happy with today's round. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Much different the way the course played yesterday and today? 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Just getting dry.  Obviously in anticipation of the rain, might as well go 

ahead and let them get baked out.  Getting a little crusty this afternoon.  Still rolling well and 

receiving a shot.  Just the wind, that was a pretty strong southwester today.  Obviously, 
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typical Carolina through the trees, you get some shots that are getting the full force of it, 

some others that are kind of blocked and trying to figure that out can be a bit perplexing.  But 

my caddie and I, I give us a B-plus today on that. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How would you assess your year so far going into the home stretch here at 

the end of the year?  

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Extremely happy with it.  The only thing that's missing is a win like last 

year.  But about the same sort of productivity, Top 10 or so going into the last month and 

see what we can get done here at the end.  It's been a lot of fun since I've been out here and 

hopefully I can keep it up. 

 

Q.  What do you like best about Prestonwood so far? 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  It's just your typical beautiful Carolina course.  You've got great golf drain 

up here.  It's just rolling enough without being too hilly.  Beautiful trees this time of year.  The 

Bermuda, it had a lot of rain but it's dried out nicely, so this is probably the condition you 

could expect the golf course in the primest shape of the year in October after it's not quite so 

hot.  Especially if you're going to keep the bentgrass; the bent doesn't like the 96 degrees.  

78, 82, that's about perfect, so beautiful place. 

 

Q.  Can you talk a little bit about what you see on this tour compared to when you 

were on the PGA TOUR?  And there's still a lot of competition, I've talked to a lot of 

players in the past, guys are still going after it.  But what's the mindset, how are you 

playing when you're attacking the course? 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Well, this tour has provided kind of a second bite at the apple for me 

because I invariably didn't get this bunch of guys, they usually got me, you know, for that 

time.  But thank goodness -- I played the PGA TOUR some, and then the Web.com Tour a 

lot.  Thank God for the PGA TOUR umbrella because that 10 years when 10 years that I 

was out there, that's what led me to here, to be able to stay competitive and have that 

competition.  That's the hardest dollar to make on the planet is on that tour.  That little 

competition for those purses, it's tough.  So I was lean and mean when I got here at 50, so 

that's held me in good stead competing against these guys.  I'm one of the young bucks, so 

will hopefully keep reasonably fit, touch wood, for the next few years and have some fun and 

play some good golf.  

 

DAVE SENKO:  Scott, I know you've played in several different tours around the world.  

What did you take from each of those in a sense of, you know, playing in Asia?  

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Well, because when I first turned pro, there wasn't the Hogan Tour, Nike 

Tour, Web.com Tour, whatever the iteration at the time was.  Mini tours or overseas, so I 

finally started going overseas.  Jay Townsend finally convinced me to go to South Africa and 

loved every minute of it.  Then you're competing against world-class players, guys who are 

doing well in Europe, and I think you could finally really assess your own game because you 
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finally had a benchmark against some people you knew could play because you're at that 

crossroads where it's like okay, not on the PGA TOUR, should I keep doing this, do I think 

I'm going to get better or good enough to do that and matching up against other guys.  Okay, 

yeah, I think I can; I've got to get a little better.  That helped me to go overseas and get your 

passport stamped.  It's such a maturation process.  It helped me a lot, so when I finally did 

get my card I think I was sort of ready. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Do you ever keep track of how many countries you played in?  

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  I didn't, but it wouldn't be that hard to figure out.  Well, I think in 1999 I 

played on every continent but Australia and Antarctica.   

 

Q.  I want to follow up with how the Tour has set up the Web.com Tour and the rules 

and qualifying.  Do you think that's more helpful now for all the golfers and those at 

competitive levels to stay there, that there as still spots available? 

 

SCOTT DUNLAP:  Yeah, I like the new system.  You would be crazy to argue against it if 

you were already under the PGA TOUR umbrella.  If you're on one of the money lists, you're 

being protected from people coming outside.  But I think the numbers were already bearing 

out that the guys graduating from the Tour were outperforming the guys from the school, 

which doesn't take a brain surgeon to figure out.  You want to reward a year's worth of good 

golf or some guy that got hot for a week?  Obviously let's have the emphasis on the year's 

worth of work.  So now the Tour school's basically been turned into a four-tournament 

playoff system by the guys that have had okay years on both tours.  So at the end of the 

day, if that's what Tour school is now, that's great.  But yeah, I think it's a neat system, 

provides a little bit more oomph there at the end and some more excitement because the 

Tour school was televised and that was always great drama, but at the end of the day I think 

you're going -- your core of 50 will just be a little stronger than it would have been under the 

old system and that certainly makes sense to do that. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Scott. 
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