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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  BERNHARD LANGER      
Wednesday, October 8, 2015       
 
 
 
 DAVE SENKO:  We'd like to welcome Bernhard Langer into the interview room.  You 
have won here before, and maybe just talk about you had a chance to see the course a couple 
days now and what your impressions are of Prestonwood this year.  
 BERNHARD LANGER:  I think the course is improving.  It's drying out a little bit.  I 
played Tuesday afternoon.  It was fairly soft.  The greens were already firm and dry, but the 
fairways were still soft, and it's getting better every day.  Every day we can get by without more 
rain and get some sunshine, a little wind out there, it will dry up the place and make it play a 
little shorter.  It's playing pretty long right now.  
 DAVE SENKO:  You did not play at Pebble Beach a couple weeks ago, but in turn you 
went to Germany and played and made the cut.  How was that experience?  
 BERNHARD LANGER:  It was great.  It was fun for me to go see my family back in 
Bavaria and spend a few days with them, and then play a golf course -- play a European Tour 
event on a golf course that I designed, so that was a unique experience.  It's only happened 
once before so far.  It was fun.  The course held up very well.  Guys liked it, and we had some 
good weather.  Conditions were phenomenal.  The greens were really, really good.  And you 
know, all around, it was a great experience, and we had a new sponsor with Porsche coming 
into the professional golf tour.  It was the first time they've done so, and they resurrected a 
tournament that used to be one of the biggest, the European Open, which I had won twice.  I 
won it at The K Club in Ireland and Sunningdale in, I think, '85 and '95.  
 It was great to see that tournament back, and for us Germans it was especially great 
because we had a second Tour event.  For a number of years now we've only had the BMW 
Championships, and now we have a second one, which is really good to promote golf in 
Germany.  
 DAVE SENKO:  I just wanted to ask you your thoughts on tomorrow; you're going to be 
playing with Jeff and Colin.  They're 1, 2 in the Schwab and you're third.  Just your thoughts on 
playing with them and where you stand right now in the Schwab Cup.  
 BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I've seen a lot of Colin and Jeff lately, so it's sort of been 
the three dominant musketeers or whatever you call it this year.  They've both had phenomenal 
years.  When you look at their Schwab Cup points, I mean, there have been years in the past 
where if you take their total, it would have been enough to win, and here we go, we've still got 
four tournaments left.  So it just shows how strong they've played this year.  
 But my situation, I'm third at the moment, and I'm trying to close the gap, get closer, and 
so I still have a chance when the Schwab Tournament comes around to win the Schwab Cup. 
 DAVE SENKO:  You've won the Schwab Cup before; how important is that as a player 
to shoot for that each year?  
 BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, I think it's one of the bigger goals out here on this Tour for 
everybody that plays.  It's the biggest prize money.  It's a bonus out there.  There's probably a 
few things most players set out to do:  They want to win the Schwab Cup; they want to become 
Player of the Year; they want to win majors; they might want to win the Money List.  Those 
are -- or win tournaments.  Those are probably the main goals I would think of most of the guys 
on the Champions Tour.  

 
 Q.  Seems like you've been pretty consistent this year.  Has there been a time when 
you've felt like your game was coming around or not coming around, or how has your game 
been throughout the year? 
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 BERNHARD LANGER:  My game has been, yeah, as you say, pretty consistent.  My 
start of the year was a little bit slower than the last few years, and I think some of that had to do 
with two of my kids had serious injuries.  My son broke his pelvis bone and was out for about 
eight weeks to three months, and then my daughter had two back surgeries in February.  You 
know, it just weighed on my mind, just calling all the doctors and trying to find the right people 
and withdrawing from Naples where I was somewhat in contention, things like that.  
 So it was just a disruptive start to the season, but then once I got into it, I played the 
majors well I felt.  I had opportunities there.  And it was just one of those years where I finished 
second or third once or twice when I could have maybe lifted the trophy, and that makes all the 
difference.  

 
 Q.  But still enough to get points and put you in contention for the Schwab Cup.  
 BERNHARD LANGER:  Oh, yeah.  Well, I've won a major, which is great, and I've 
won -- I played well in the other majors.  I've scored points in all of them, which means I finished 
in the top 10 or top 5, I think, in all five of them, and I've had a bunch of other good finishes in 
regular events.  So I've had a good season.  It just turned out that the other two had a really 
good season, too, and the three of us were up there more often than not; let's put it that way.  
 It's not over yet.  As I said, we've got four tournaments left, and knowing that the top 
prize at the Schwab Cup is 880 points, so if you're within 400 or 500 points, you've still got a 
chance.  
 DAVE SENKO:  Bernhard, players almost to a man speak pretty highly of this event, 
SAS's involvement.  From your perspective what makes it a special event that draws players 
here?  
 BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, first of all, I think SAS is an amazing sponsor.  They have 
great people here.  They just try to do everything first-class.  Wherever you go, whatever you 
see at the tournament, they try and do it as well as they can.  
 To me the food here is amazing.  It really is.  Hawai'i may come close to this, but the 
buffet table here every day is just fantastic.  The golf course is very good, demanding.  The 
people are so friendly and so nice and excited.  Even the volunteers, they say this is the 
greatest weekend of the year.  I mean, seriously, yeah, just to see you guys is the greatest 
weekend of the year, and they're standing out there 12 hours a day or something, whether it's 
sunny or rainy.  
 You know, the practice facilities are great.  There's nothing, nothing negative 
whatsoever, so that's what makes a good tournament.  And Jeff Kleiber, you know, the 
tournament director, he knows how to run an event.  
 DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Bernhard.  
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