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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW: ROBERTO CASTRO       
Sunday, October 4, 2015       
 

Q.  Course record, you had no idea coming into 18? 

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  No.  Probably five or six holes left I thought it would be cool to have a 

part of both course records.  So I was trying to birdie every hole, but I had no idea what the 

course record was.  I figured it would be 8 or 9 under. 

 

Q.  As far as the greens or everything the way they roll, how different are the two golf 

courses in your opinion?  

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  Just conditions wise, normally they're very similar.  The other two 

times I've played the Valley course, it was firm and fast and it plays very similar to that other 

course.  I think it's probably similar in difficulty, too.  But this week, just with all the rain, it 

was totally different than how the PLAYERS generally plays.  

 

Q.  How much more relaxed are you having to play without pressure this go-round?   

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  Yeah, it was a nice week.  There's not very many weeks in your 

career where you have a lot of upside and not a lot of pressure on the down side.  So 

enjoyed it, it's good to be here, get good vibes.  Hopefully play a lot of golf here in my career 

at Sawgrass.  Special place.  

 

Q.  How nice was it to kind of erase the bad vibes of last year? 

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  Yeah, big time.  We always stay here at the Marriott, you always eat 

in the same dining room.  Like I told Luke, my wife and I were saying we have to come back 

here and make new memories and that's what we tried to do all week.  It's tough, tough deal.  

This tournament is, like we spoke earlier in the week, it's very much like Q School.  I mean, I 

felt like last year there was only me and a couple others maybe in it.  I think this afternoon 

it's going to be dicey for a lot of guys.  It's a tough deal. 

 

Q.  Are you planning to play Fry's? 

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  Yes. 

 

Q.  Was today one of those nonpressure days, maybe the most -- one of the days that 

has the least amount of pressure on you all year? 

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  Probably, just because of the situation, but I don't think that's why I 

played well.  When I shot 63 at Stadium, it was the first round of my first PLAYERS, so it 

was kind of a big round.  That wasn't really part of it.  But it was a nice week overall.  My first 

two rounds with Lovemark and Grillo, we were all kind of in the same boat and there was a 

lot of -- it was an enjoyable round.  Last year, playing in like the 24, 25, 26 group is, you 
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know, a little different deal. 

 

Q.  Were there any particular shots or putts that really kind of got you jump started 

today? 

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  First hole I had a great up-and-down for birdie, and then in the 

middle of the round I made two long putts on 10 and 11.  Nothing crazy, 30-, 35-footers, but 

those kind of got me going.  And coming in I had two really good birdie looks and burned the 

edge on both.  It was one of those where I had 18 good holes, 17 good looks, and made half 

of them. 

 

Q.  How long would you say was the one on 18 that nearly went in? 

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  It was probably, probably 30 feet straight uphill and I hit it perfect.  It 

just kind of died right in the mouth there. 

 

Q.  How far short? 

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  An inch. 

 

Q.  Which round was better, 63 there or 62 here?  

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  Different.  Over there it was, longest putt I made was six feet, so I 

think I could play for another hundred years and never have another ball-striking round like 

that.  This was more your typical, you know, birdie the two par 5s, make some putts, make 

some 10-footers.  That was a weird round over there, that was crazy. 

 

Q.  Do you go back to that lesson that you gave yourself in Charlotte as kind of a 

spark that's still leading you into this good play, do you think?  

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  Yeah, definitely.  I think kind of the lesson I gave myself and then just 

throwing the grind out the window and trying to play really, really good golf as opposed to 

just getting it around. 

 

Q.  What was the general idea of the lesson? 

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  Just kind of a backswing thought, just kind of a pace and width 

thought.  Nothing super technical, just more of a swing thought.  Something I can work on on 

the range and then take to the course. 

 

Q.  Are you still doing that? 

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  Yeah, yeah.  I mean, really, you know, it was that first round in 

Charlotte, that Saturday I felt like it was really, like I was really having to force it, but it's 

gotten more natural as the last two, three weeks have gone on. 
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Q.  When does your season start this year? 

 

ROBERTO CASTRO:  I'm going to go to Fry's in Vegas.  
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