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Q.  You came out and did it.  Currently just inside that number but obviously a lot up 

in the air at the moment.  

 

THOMAS AIKEN:  Yeah.  I mean, I was a little bit disappointed with the way I played the last 

three weeks.  Actually hit the ball better than I did this week, but just couldn't get it in the 

hole.  That's the way golf goes sometimes.  But as you can see and you have seen in years 

past, that can all change in a week.  So I just tried to stay positive.  Came out here this week 

and knew I needed to post a good number.  I think I had a lot of confidence in myself having 

achieved what I've achieved before in my career, so it was more like just staying patient and 

letting it happen.  I did that nicely the first three days, and then this morning I woke up and 

said to my wife, Kate, I said, "We need a 5-under par today to have a chance."  Just went 

out there and that was the goal in mind, and fortunately I got that goal.  I would love one 

more, but that's what I shot and I gave myself my best chance.  So let's see what happens, 

fingers crossed. 

 

Q.  Well, you've won on the European Tour, you've won in South Africa, you've played 

some over here on the PGA TOUR.  What would it mean for you to be able to make 

and go out there and play a full year on the PGA TOUR? 

 

THOMAS AIKEN:  I love it out here.  We've been living in the Bahamas the last six years.  

We spend a lot of time in the States.  I played all my junior golf over here.  Love the people, 

love the environment.  The travel's a lot easier than Europe.  As a South African, you're a 

long way from home wherever you are.  When you're constantly going globetrotting as it is, it 

makes life difficult, especially my wife and I are thinking about starting a family.  So the 

timing was kind of right and I really hope that I can get out here and play a full season.  I've 

enjoyed all the tournaments that I've played over here.  I've enjoyed Europe the last 10 

years that I've been there.  I've had some great success out there.  But it's been great to 

play globally and to see this wonderful game grow throughout the world.  We've had some 

wonderful experiences playing throughout the world, including China.  I remember playing 

the first HSBC Champions event there back in 2005 and golf was really just kicking off then.  

The spectators knew nothing about the game; the etiquette, nothing.  Here we are going 

back there every other year and they're golf nuts.  It's great to be a part of that growth.  So it 

would be awesome to play a full season out here in front of all these people.  The crowds 

are fantastic and it's just really the golfing mecca of the world and it would be a dream come 

true. 
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