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Q.  Two birdies, no bogeys.  Golf course is playing difficult.  How pleased are you with 

that round today? 

 

SAM SAUNDERS:  Extremely pleased.  I did exactly what I wanted to do today.  After last 

week at Ohio State where I was in -- I was one shot off the lead going into Saturday and 

playing in the final group, I lost patience and did not stick to the disciplined shots that I was 

trying to do, and that was, of course, where you really had to.  And this golf course, even 

though the conditions are a little soft, every course, you have to be patient and have 

discipline out there and I did that really well today.  Bogey-free round is more satisfying to 

me than many. 

 

Q.  And talk about the patience because normally out here you've got to make a lot of 

birdies and you're making a lot of pars, 16 pars. 

 

SAM SAUNDERS:  Well, it's tough because I hit a lot of good putts today that didn't go in.  

It's easy to lose patience and start trying to force it.  But you can't win a tournament on 

Saturday, you win it on Sunday.  I did what I needed to do today and still have a chance 

tomorrow, and if I stay patient like I did today but a few more putts go in, I like my chances. 

 

Q.  How important is it for you to potentially get a win?  

 

SAM SAUNDERS:  It would be huge.  It would be really cool for me.  I feel like I'm ready, I 

feel like I'm there.  I feel like -- I don't want to say it's my time because it's never anybody's 

time; you have to go do it and make it happen.  But I've been knocking on the door lately 

and I've been playing some good golf, so it would be awesome to finally get that win. 

 

Q.  Just because you could potentially be four back to start the day tomorrow, what is 

the importance of getting off to a good start on that front nine?  

 

SAM SAUNDERS:  Yeah, that would be good.  The front nine has some early scoring holes 

that I didn't quite take advantage of today, but then again, I went and birdied the eighth hole 

today, probably the hardest hole on the course, so that's that whole patience thing.  It 

doesn't matter which holes you birdie as long as you make them.  Sometimes it's easy to get 

frustrated when you make a par on a short par 5, but there's nothing saying you can't make 

a birdie on a long par 3 or a tough par 4.  So even if I don't get off to that good start.  

Sundays are tough and a good round on Sunday always goes the furthest. 
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