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PGA TOUR RADIO  -  TALK OF THE TOUR  
TODD HAMILTON  
 
Thursday, October 29, 2015  
 
 

DOUG BELL:  As promised, our next guest, Todd Hamilton, is making his Champions Tour 

debut at the Toshiba Classic in Newport Beach, California, Newport Beach Country Club, 

and for 20 years they have hosted the Toshiba Classic.  Toshiba is the longest running 

sponsor on the Champions Tour.  They're getting down to the nitty gritty on the Champions 

Tour, the Charles Schwab Cup.  As they go in, Colin Montgomerie has a narrow lead over 

Jeff Maggert, and of course Bernhard Langer is right there.  Todd won't be involved with the 

Charles Schwab Cup, but I know he's excited to be making his debut at such a beautiful 

course.   

 

Todd, welcome in to Talk of the Tour.  How are you, my friend?  

 

TODD HAMILTON:  I'm doing great.  Thanks for having me on this morning.   

 

DOUG BELL:  My pleasure.  I was telling a story last time.  Of course I've covered you for 

years and walked with you at the John Deere Classic for PGA TOUR Radio, but we actually 

had dinner together at Bubba Garcia's in St. Simons Island a few years back at the 

McGladrey Classic and I'll tell you, Todd, I'm still laughing.  You were one of the funniest 

guys I've ever been around.  You tell incredible stories.  You've been traveling around the 

world a long time, not just on the PGA TOUR but you've traveled across this globe playing 

golf.  What a fun career you've had, Todd.  I guess that sense of humor has really helped 

you over all these years, hasn't it? 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  I think it's kind of been the other way around.  I think when I was 

younger I was very nervous to get up and talk in front of people.  I remember having to do 

oral book reports in high school and I just dreaded that day, didn't want to go to school that 

day.  But I think playing golf and having to converse with people, whether it be other 

professionals or being in pro-ams and having to converse with those people throughout the 

day, I think that's maybe brought out a little bit in me and I have to thank golf for doing that.   

 

DOUG BELL:  That's really neat to hear because you wouldn't know that.  And again, I've 

seen you converse with volunteers, your fellow players, I've talked to you after good rounds 

and I've talked to you after disappointing rounds and you always take the time, you're always 

very thoughtful in your answers.  I never would have known that, Todd.  That is really 

something.  That must have been another life because I've never seen that side of you. 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  Well, my father, he was always a big joke teller and I try to remember 

the good ones that he tells.  Not all of them are good, but he does have some good ones.  

I've always been a person that likes to have fun, whether it be on the golf course or watching 

football games with friends, family, whatever, and I try to relate some of the stories, fun 
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stories that I've heard and try to pass those on to other people.   

 

DOUG BELL:  Great stuff, it really is.  Todd Hamilton, our guest, making his Champions 

Tour debut at the Toshiba Classic.  Todd, what about I guess the second part of your career 

now on the Champions Tour?  You turned 50 here recently.  Are you excited about getting 

out on the Champions Tour? 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  You know, it's kind of odd.  I don't know if I've come to terms with being 

50 yet, but to start out in a great spot in Newport Beach, California, is a pretty nice way to 

start your Champions Tour career.  Although I'm excited about playing at 50 years old, it's 

kind of odd that I only have one event to play this year and then I have about three or four 

months off until the next event.  So it's odd to kind of get excited for one tournament when 

you know your next one's not for three or four months.  I think once I get into the swing of 

the tour, playing three or four weeks in a row, I think then it will -- not that it's not exciting 

now, but I think it will be more exciting once I get into kind of a little groove.   

 

DOUG BELL:  Last week on Talk of the Tour we ran clips of Tiger's press conference in 

Mexico City.  He couldn't play in that team event with Matt Kuchar because of the back 

surgery, but he did mention, he said, "Listen, it is interesting, I've been here a long time."  

Tiger was speaking of himself and he said, "Really, most of my friends that I grew up with 

are now on the Champions Tour," and he was talking about how young the PGA TOUR has 

become.   

 

Do you feel the same way, that a lot of the guys you grew up with and have been around 

have been on the Champions Tour now for a few years?  I mean, you must feel very 

comfortable being out there even though it's just for a short week before next season.  

 

TODD HAMILTON:  Yeah, I got out here in California on Tuesday afternoon, went out and 

played a few holes, a practice round, and noticed a bunch of faces that I obviously played 

against many years before.  You're right about the tour, main tour being a very young tour, 

and even the Web.com, I've played a few events last year or actually this year in the 48- to 

49-year-old category and there were a lot of kids I had no clue who they were, but they were 

obviously very good golfers.  You know, it's just a natural progression of things.  Nobody 

gets any younger and they look younger, but one year is one year.  You don't get to subtract 

any.  Like I said, I got to see a lot of friendly faces.  I've had some guys come up and 

welcome me onto the Champions Tour and it's been a nice couple days so far.   

 

DOUG BELL:  On Sunday at the Toshiba Classic they'll honor Gary Player, who's 

celebrating his 80th birthday, born November 1, 1935, and in honor of that many of the 

players will be wearing black.  I've always felt, Todd, in following you that you've taken care 

of yourself from a physical standpoint.  Again, that may not be the case, but it looks like 

you're in pretty good shape embarking on this Champions Tour.   

 

TODD HAMILTON:  Well, I think I'm in good golf shape.  I play a lot of golf when I'm at 

home.  Summertime I might go around two 18 holes if the weather's decent.  I don't know 
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about if you need me to go run a mile for you, I don't know if I'm going to set any records, but 

with some perseverance I might get to that mile marker.  But I think golf shape, I'm good.  

Plan to walk when I play.  I enjoy the walking part of it and hopefully my body will take care 

of itself and allow me a few years on the Champions Tour.   

 

DOUG BELL:  You know, Todd, it is interesting, Gary Player obviously has logged more 

hours in a plane than anyone.  He's been the ultimate globetrotter.  The PGA TOUR now in 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, playing this week and many of those guys will go on to China.  

Looking at your career, you have won a lot internationally.  You've traveled all over the globe 

as well.  As you look back, that must be another thing this professional golfing career has 

enabled you, a young guy from Illinois, Galesburg, Illinois, and you've traveled all over the 

globe thanks to golf.  As you look back, you must have some pretty fond memories and 

some pretty funny stories as well?   

 

TODD HAMILTON:  I do, yeah.  I spent a lot of time over in southeast Asia both on the 

Asian golf tour and the Japanese golf tour.  I played in Japan for I believe it was about 12 

years, and before that I spent five years playing the Asian Tour.  So I got to see a lot of the 

world that many people don't get a chance to see, met a lot of friends, played golf with many 

different kinds of people, many different kinds of players.  I saw all different kinds of golf 

conditions, whether it be different grasses, different kinds of weather.  Saw a lot of things I 

would like to see again and saw some things that I don't really care to see again.  Got to go 

to Pakistan once to play in a golf tournament, which was kind of odd with all the stuff that's 

going on over there.  Just really have been fortunate that I got to do a lot of things that many 

people haven't had the chance to do and I've been able to do something that I enjoy or really 

love doing and trying to make a living out of it.   

 

DOUG BELL:  We're talking to Todd Hamilton, the Open champion of 2004 at Troon who is 

making his Champions Tour debut at the Toshiba Classic starting tomorrow in Newport 

Beach, California.   

 

Todd, I was lucky enough to be over at St. Andrews for The Open Championship this past 

year covering it for the radio broadcast.  The event that they have, the four-hole event where 

the past champions come out, and we're talking even Peter Thomson was out there playing, 

five-time Open champion.  Of course Tiger was back.  They were all out there.  You were 

out there, Mark O'Meara was out there, it was great.   

 

How much fun is that to go back every year and be recognized as The Open champion? 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  That's pretty special.  I think I might get recognized more over there 

than I do here in the U.S.  That day you were just mentioning was pretty cool.  I remember 

coming up 18, we played 1, 2, 17, 18 at St. Andrews and my group was coming up 18, we 

were getting ready to hit our second shots and we looked over on the first tee and Arnold 

Palmer was getting ready to hit his tee shot on the first, so pretty special event.  They were 

supposed to do that back in 2010, I believe, but the weather was really nasty that day and 

they called it off.  I'm glad that I was able to do it five years later, that was a pretty special 
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event.  I hope all the people enjoyed it.  I know I enjoyed seeing some of the old guys out 

there playing.   

 

DOUG BELL:  My friends as I get back in the States, obviously the question is what was St. 

Andrews like, I've always wanted to go there, tell me about it.  Todd, it really is unique.  

There's nothing quite like St. Andrews, is there?  In all the places you've traveled and we've 

talked about it here in the last few minutes, but St. Andrews, what an exceptional place that 

is, and not because it's the biggest and the best but just because it's just so quaint and so 

unique, and I guess it's been there for so long, that's what makes it kind of neat? 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  I think you're right.  I had a chance to play over there when I was in 

college.  Some members of my golf team went over there with some boosters and we played 

with them back in about '86 I believe.  It was cool to be there.  I didn't think much of the golf 

course.  I like nice bentgrass fairways and greens that are running 11 or 12 on the 

stimpmeter and big tall trees, so as a young golfer I didn't really think much of the course 

itself, but the surroundings I thought were pretty special.  But the more times that I played it, 

the more I realized that hey, this is where golf started and you're playing a golf course that 

allows you many, many options on how to play it.  I think that's what signifies a good golf 

course.  It's just not built for one individual or one type of golf shot, you have many, many 

options.  And I think that's what makes a good player, a guy that can look and figure, well, I 

can hit this shot here, or maybe if I do this it will work out better.  I think the good golfers can 

choose which shot is best for which situation and St. Andrews is one that allows you to do 

that.   

 

DOUG BELL:  Yeah, it's special, not to mention the weather changes about every five 

minutes, which kind of makes it very unique in its own right.  

 

Todd, what about expectations this week?  Of course the pro-am today, you tee off 

tomorrow.  We mentioned Monty and Jeff Maggert and Bernhard Langer obviously have had 

terrific years on the Champions Tour.  Fred Couples loves this place, always plays well.  

What are you expecting this week in the 54-hole event, the Toshiba Classic? 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  Well, I'm fortunate that I got some holes in on Tuesday and really glad 

that I'm able to play -- played a pro-am yesterday and playing a pro-am later this afternoon, 

so I'm glad that I'm getting able to play the course; obviously not under tournament player 

conditions but I'm able to try to shoot a score with some amateurs.  I want to try to do as well 

as I can for them and let them have a good day.  So I'm glad that I'm able to play a couple 

days having to try to shoot a score.   

 

The golf course is a bit shorter than what I'm used to, so I think if you can keep the ball in 

the fairway, which works at about every course in the world, you keep the ball in the fairway, 

you'll have a little bit shorter shots into the greens.  And the greens are actually kind of 

small, which you would expect for a shorter golf course.  They have pretty good speed to 

them and from what I've been told, you'd better stay below the hole on this golf course.  With 

small greens, if you can hit the greens, you don't have very long putts, so I think it's all about 
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the iron play this week.  And of course if you hit your irons in the right spot, you're supposed 

to hit it in the fairway to be able to spin the ball.  So it's a golf course where everything's 

connected.  Because you need to get the ball in the right place on the green, you'd better hit 

it in the fairway.  And of course any tournament at all comes down to who's putting the best, 

whether it be from long distance or short distance.   

 

So I've been playing halfway decent.  I haven't played a tournament in about two months; I 

believe two months ago I played an event on the Web.com.  So tournament-wise I'm not 

sure what to expect, but have been playing halfway decent when I've been playing at home, 

so I hope for the best.  Not having played this course much, I'm probably behind the eight 

ball a little bit as compared to the rest of the field, but maybe with my youth at 50 years old I 

might be able to hit it a little bit farther than a couple of the older guys and maybe that will 

make a difference for me this week.   

 

DOUG BELL:  Well, I hope so, Todd, I really do.  I appreciate your time today.  When I was 

trying to set this up with Dave Senko, our PGA TOUR official out on the Champions Tour, he 

made the call to you and I appreciate the time today.  I know you're out in California, we're 

here on the east coast, you have a pro-am today, but again, thanks for being you.  You've 

been great to me at PGA TOUR Radio over the years.  I appreciate where you've been, 

where you're headed now on the Champions Tour.  Play good this week and then hopefully 

next year's going to be one heck of a year for you on the Champions Tour.  

 

TODD HAMILTON:  Thank you.  I appreciate you letting me call in at 8:15 Pacific time and 

not 8:15 Eastern time, that would have been a tough call. 

 

DOUG BELL:  Todd, thanks a lot, man.  Good luck. 

 

TODD HAMILTON:  All right, thank you. 
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