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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   THOMAS FRANK “MOTION”     
Sunday, August 30, 2015       
 
 
 
Q   What was it like, I see you're in tears right now, what was it like to see Kris win for the 
first time out there?  
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  It's nice to see an underdog finish one off because, you know, no 
one expected us to be there and we've been there a few times this year, but as good as 
you -- it's nice to see a player that no one knows about.  She's ready.  She's got the game.  She 
puts the time in.  When you put the time in, it will play off.  So I'm thankful for being with her.  
She's like my little sister, so I think we bond, so it's been really neat working with her. 
 
Q   What was the walk out there today like?  I know it was 31 holes and she saved her best 
for last there with the 65 on Sunday? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  I felt like I was on air, you know.  I mean, she was chipping in 
and making birdies and just played solid and it was like the horse that won the Triple Crown, just 
let her go.  I didn't get in her way and I'm so thankful.  And if it weren't for Jesus and my family 
and Kris, I wouldn't be here doing this, so I'm very thankful for my golf family and my other family. 
 
Q   I know this has been a tough year for you.  Does this kind of turn it around in a sense? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  I mean, I have a positive attitude.  It was a natural disaster, you 
know, I lost all my memorabilia and I'm a memorabilia guy, but I've got this now.  I can start a 
new collection, you know.  That's all material stuff.  My friends are more important to me than the 
material stuff, my friends and the LPGA been around helping me for years and years. 
 
Q   How long have you been caddieing for Kris, when did you start? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  I started in -- our first event was I think Michigan -- I think 
Michigan last year because I was working for Dave (inaudible) doing some stuff with him and she 
said come out and work for me the rest of the year, so I did.  So Michigan this year was our 
one-year anniversary. 
  
Q   Who else have you caddied for and have you ever won out here before as a caddie? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  Caddied for Jane Crafter, lost in the playoff to Nancy Lopez in 
'93, caddied for Helen Alfredsson, Ann Buckman, I mean the list is Okamoto, Kobayashi, Hiromi 
Kobayashi, I worked for her for ten years here and she took me to Japan for three years.  So the 
list is big, but the women are my favorite.  They really make me feel at home. 
 
Q   When did you caddie for Nicklaus and Palmer?  
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  I caddied for Jack at his home course probably '93 when I 
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worked at Loxahatchee Club.  I caddied for Arnie in 1985 and it was an exhibition at a course he 
designed.  It was the first professional I'd ever caddied for in my life, a nine-hole exhibition.  You 
know what he did, he sent me a brand new set of clubs that year and I will cherish him the rest of 
my life for that.  No one other than Kris and some other employers and Lopez and Kobayashi 
ever had that kind of heart for a person that I have met for two hours. 
 
Q   Right.  Is this your first LPGA win? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  First LPGA win.  Lost in three or four playoffs, but this is the first 
win on American soil. 
 
Q   Perfect.  And what's it been like the way the LPGA community and players and caddies 
have rallied around you since the natural disaster? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  Oh my gosh, my buddy at home, he started that Go Fund Me 
fund.  I said, Don't do it, I'll be fine on my own.  He said, No, me and my wife need to do this for 
you because you have so much support.  It's overwhelming.  I've sent everybody a personal 
email, not just a reply.  I responded to every single person personally because it's from my heart.  
And they're going to help me find a new place for all of us, not just for me.  Because I used to 
leave the key under the mat for the guys when they came to Houston when I was on the road 
and they would stay at my house.  We're going to have a new place for them pretty soon.  So I'm 
very blessed to have the golf community, especially LPGA. 
 
Q   Is this win even better than you thought it might be? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  This win -- 
 
Q   I know you thought about this a long time.  
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  This is ultimate.  It's even better than my JUCO guys winning a 
national championship in basketball.  Just doesn't even compare because it's so hard to win out 
here.  Everybody said she can't win, she can't win.  And I said, Kris, don't let them say that.  Just 
keep going up because I know finally you're going to get it done. 
 
Q   Right.  
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  She got it done. 
 
Q   What was the JUCO National Championship, what was that? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  Junior college, played Walter Barry and Frank Spoon James 
back in the day, back in the late '80s or middle '80s.   
 
Q   So your team won the national championship?  
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  Yeah. 
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Q   Point guard, what did you play? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  I was a bench guy.  I played home games.  I couldn't afford to 
travel, I was working and going to school so just played home games. 
 
Q   Motion, when did this start with the tie, I know you've been this forever? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  I've been doing the tie for 20 years because I'm trying to bring 
back the tradition of the games, Bobby Jones, all those guys they played in trench coats and we 
need to realize how good this game is and we kind of lost a little respect for how good it is, but 
that's why I wear the tie.  Because I was a club pro and I made all my guys on my staff wear ties.  
You go out and greet a member and you've got a tie on, watch the 10 or 20 come to your hand.  
Go out in a T-shirt and golf shirt, see what happens, they'll give you 50 cents.  So ever since 
those guys, I started that in Austin, Texas, and I came out, my first professional loop was Cindy 
Figg Currier and we're still best friends and I'm thankful to have her in my life still because I lived 
in Austin for a long time, still do, sorry about that, but the tie, it's tradition.  I'm not trying to trend 
set or nothing, but it's my style, it's tradition. 
 
Q   How did you get started in the game?  How did you find this great game? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  I got started in the game, Kermit Zarley so if you ever heard of 
that name, I'm from a missionary family, my father was a preacher, and so we got transferred to 
Houston and were members of this international church and Kermit Zarley was a professional on 
the PGA Tour, Champions Tour.  I told my mom one Sunday, hey, wasn't that guy in church last 
Sunday?  She goes, I'm not sure.  I go, I think that's him and that's what I wanted to do.  You 
don't have to worry about me playing football anymore, basketball anymore.  I'm going to start 
playing golf.  Whether I'm good at it or not, you won't be stressing out anymore me going across 
the middle trying to catch a pass or fighting in the basketball practice or whatever.  He's the one 
that inspired me, gave me my first set of clubs, gave me a bucket of balls, he said I'm not 
teaching you, you have to learn on your own.  I was 14 years old at that time.  I've been golfing 
ever since. 
 
Q   You just went up to him at church and said I want to play golf? 
 
THOMAS FRANK "MOTION":  Yes, I did.  We went out and played a few times when he was 
home from tour.  I didn't get in his office too much because I know how golf can be, but we still 
bond and now he's a little bit older, he's probably my mom's age now, 75, 76, but that's how I got 
started. 
 
Q   Perfect.  That was great.  Thank you so much.  Congratulations.  
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