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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:  JEFF MAGGERT      
Sunday, August 9, 2015       
 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, Jeff, congratulations, win number three this year by four, and with the 

win you've now taken over the lead in the money list with over $1.8 million.  Just talk about 

your day.  Played with kind of a marquee group and got off to that great start. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, I feel a little fortunate obviously.  I really thought Colin and Miguel 

would play some solid rounds.  You know, the golf course, we had a little wind today so it 

didn't play as easy as it did some of the other rounds.  I stuck to my game plan on the front 

nine.  I wanted to make as many birdies as I can.  Colin had a little hiccup there on the ninth 

green and all of a sudden I'm walking off the ninth hole with a nice big lead, which was 

unexpected.  So I tried to just focus in on the same game plan on the back nine, be 

aggressive and try to make some more birdies and just keep distancing myself from the rest 

of the field.   

 

The course played tough at the end.  The wind came up and 13, 15, 16, 17 all played tough 

at the end.  The only hiccup there was on 15 with the three-putt.  Had kind of an awkward lie 

from the fairway on that downslope and I was just trying to get it into the middle of the green.  

It ran off the other side and I really hadn't had a lot of those putts this week, so I didn't feel 

really good on the speed, and I left it 15, 20 feet short and missed it.   

 

Other than that one hole, it was just good, solid ball striking, good putting.  All my lag putts 

were close to the hole.  No really three- and four-foot testers for par today, so just the birdie 

putts that I needed to make, I made. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, start at No. 4, the par 5. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Just hit two good shots there in front of the green, had about a 50-yard 

wedge shot and wedged it in tight about three feet.  The next hole, hit a good iron shot in 

close again maybe six, seven, eight feet and made that.  The next hole was -- I played that 

hole aggressive all week with a driver so I was down there close, 80 yards to the pin, 

wedged it in again six, seven feet and made that.  No. 8, hit 9-iron in there pretty close, 

about 10 feet.  Hit a good putt there and hit a really good shot on the ninth hole.  They had a 

tough pin there and I got it up on the top shelf there, had about a 15-footer and made that.  

Then obviously Colin had some trouble there, made double bogey, so that was a big swing, 

definitely 8 and 9.  I think at that point I had maybe a four-, five-shot lead going into the back 

nine, so definitely a little bit easier in some ways with that type of lead.  Sometimes it's a little 

hard trying not to mess up.  If you have a one-shot lead, you're trying to really play well and 

make birdie.  So I haven't really been in that situation in a while, but it was fun to get through 

it and play well on the back nine. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit on 9? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  5-iron. 
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DAVE SENKO:  And No. 11, the par 5? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  The short par 5, everybody had been making birdies and eagles there 

this week, so I wanted to at least get it on the green, have an eagle putt.  Driver, 4-iron.  I 

had about a 40-footer and lagged it down there pretty close about two and a half, three feet. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  And then the last one on 14? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  No. 14, it was a good yardage for that 9-iron.  It allowed me to swing 

really aggressive at it.  It was a tight pin over there, over the bunker.  Just took dead aim at 

the flag and just tried to hit a nice aggressive shot there.  Hit it five, six feet left of the flag 

and made the putt. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Okay.  Questions? 

 

Q.  Jeff, I know you've talked a little bit already about the swing on 9, but can you just 

maybe take us inside a little bit to all of a sudden you make that putt on 9, you're 

walking across the bridge.  Like what's going through your head when you realize all 

of a sudden you've got a big lead in this tournament? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, in my mind, you know, I have a game plan how I'm going to play 

my round and everything was going as planned at that point.  The things that I couldn't 

control were what the other players are doing, so I was trying not to worry about the 

leaderboard really much at all.  And then with Colin making the double bogey and me 

making the birdie, there was just kind of a big shift in momentum really to the tournament 

was mine.  I felt like at the beginning it was Miguel and Colin's tournament.  They had a 

chance to shoot a low round and pull away from us.  So I wanted to just stay close and be 

aggressive and make birdies.  So everything was just according to plan for me on the front 

nine.  Obviously Colin and Miguel probably not their game plan, but anyway, I just was trying 

to stick to mine and not focus too much on the leaderboard. 

 

Q.  I know you talked yesterday about how contagious birdies can be when three guys 

in a group kind of get on a roll like the three of you did yesterday.  Is there an 

opposite effect, is it a challenge when the two guys you're playing with are struggling 

a little bit? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  It can be.  I was hitting a lot of balls close to the hole on the front nine 

and my birdies were easy birdies.  I wouldn't say they hit it too poorly on the front nine, but 

they just didn't make the birdie putts.  Miguel hit a couple of errant tee balls that caused 

some bogeys.  Colin was not playing a bad front nine at all, he just had a little trouble there 

on the ninth green.   

 

You know, that's just the way golf is.  I wanted to be aggressive for myself because I thought 

there would be some guys coming up from behind me.  I thought Freddie would maybe 
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shoot a good round and there are some other guys that have been playing good lately, so I 

kind of expected the whole leaderboard to be jumping up there 13-, 14-, 15-under par and I 

didn't feel like 16 under was going to win by four shots, definitely not starting the day.  But 

anyway, it was a good day for me.  No mistakes really other than the three-putt on 15. 

 

Q.  Jeff, the leaderboard did bunch up pretty quickly in the first six or seven holes.  

Do you pay any attention to it at that point or do you just concentrate on your own 

game? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Not watching the leaderboard on the front nine.  You know, just trying to 

make as many birdies as you can.  There's not a lot of leaderboards on the front nine on this 

course, so really the first glimpse of a leaderboard that I saw was on the ninth green and it 

was a good sight obviously to see that little cushion that I had.  Kind of set me up for a good 

game plan on the back nine, just play solid golf, don't make any mistakes and let the rest of 

the guys try to come and catch you. 

 

Q.  You have as many wins this year as you did in a lengthy PGA TOUR career.  Is 

there any -- when you try to rationalize it away, any explanation for it? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  A late bloomer maybe, I don't know.  You know, it was a long season, 25 

years of playing on the tour and I had a lot of close calls, a lot of chances to win a few 

majors.  You know, for whatever reason I thought I would have won a dozen times on my 

career, but I didn't.  So in some regards I feel like I've still got a lot to prove to myself and my 

golf game.  The guys that I'm playing against out here are the same guys that I was playing 

against 20 years ago, and the guys play well.  I mean, this tour is very, very competitive 

week in and week out.  The top 15 or 20 guys on the leaderboard are playing some really, 

really good golf. 

 

Q.  I don't know if it gets brought up here but for most Canadians you're probably 

most recognizable for the Masters in 2003, which you probably -- I mean, it was a 

good tournament despite the one -- 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Yeah, I played well there and obviously that was the year Mike Weir 

won, so good for the Canadians that week.  Mike played a great round that day and I was a 

little up and down.  I had trouble in the bunker on the third hole and I hung in there the best I 

could.  But Mike played great that day and he was a deserving champion. 

 

Q.  After your front nine there and going into the back nine with the lead, was it nice, 

did you enjoy it, having the lead and the last few holes there with the crowd and 

everything? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  It is nice, but I'll tell you it can be a little unnerving in the fact that as a 

golfer, the one thing that you don't want to do is mess up.  You know, if you're tied for the 

lead and make a couple bogeys and you don't win, you know, you don't feel so bad.  But if 

you've got a four-, five-shot lead and you make four, five or six bogeys and don't win, then 
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you're not feeling too good about things.  So that was a little different for me.  I haven't been 

in that situation in quite a while.   

 

Actually, probably watching Kenny Perry last week, I watched the last nine holes and 

watching him come down the last nine with a big lead and I was probably thinking about that 

a little on the last few holes about how he handled himself and just trying to take care of my 

business and not worry too much about being four shots in the lead. 

 

Q.  So you were still able to breathe a sigh of relief when the last putt went in? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Oh, for sure.  I think 16 was a turning point for me.  I had bogeyed 15 

and Colin made the birdie, so that was a two-shot swing.  Colin missed the green on 16 and 

didn't hit a great of a shot, and I had another tough lag putt from about 50 or 60 feet and I hit 

it down there about six inches from the hole, easy tap-in, and Colin made the par there.  So 

four-shot lead with two to play, I was feeling pretty comfortable at that point. 

 

Q.  I noticed you switched back to the Ping cap pretty quickly.  How do you feel about 

that cowboy hat? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  You know, 40 years in Texas, I've seen a lot of cowboy hats.  We'll 

cherish this one, put it right up there with the rest of 'em.    

 

Q.  Maybe you addressed this a little bit but what was the point that you finally felt 

comfortable that it was your tournament today? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  On 18 green.  You know, you just never know what can happen 

sometimes and I knew Colin was going to go for the green in two.  He hit a pretty good drive 

but he was still a long way away.  To be honest with you, I didn't even try to hit a big drive on 

the last hole.  I didn't want to stand up there and have that yardage where I felt like I needed 

to be going for the green.  So I just took a smooth driver and tried to hit it in the middle of the 

fairway.  From that yardage, there was no excuse except to lay up and that's the way I 

wanted to play the hole anyway.  Laid it up to a good yardage, a hundred yards to the flag is 

what I told my caddie I was trying to get to.  We had 102, it was a perfect gap wedge, just hit 

it right behind the hole and try to two-putt and get out of there. 

 

Q.  Jeff, does playing in a group with Monty and Miguel, is the mindset a little different 

than when you have a couple guys like that? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  I think anytime, at least for me, when I'm in the lead or close to the lead 

and have a chance on Sunday, it really doesn't matter who's there.  Golf's a game about 

taking care of your business and not worrying about who's there right around you.  Really, 

this was the key to all my wins this year is just playing tough, playing tough down the stretch 

on the back nine when you've got a chance to win. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thank you, Jeff.  
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