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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   JEFF MAGGERT      
Thursday, August 6, 2015       
 
 

Q.  Well, Jeff, thanks for joining us.  I know you had a week off and we just talked 

briefly that you were in Paris for a few days.  But maybe just look back on how you 

played the last -- you got the two major wins this year and how your game is coming 

in here? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, looking forward really to the second half of the year.  This is kind of 

our midway point.  Had a great start obviously winning a couple majors and kind of in 

position to make a run for the Charles Schwab Cup.  So I'll be looking to play well here over 

the next eight or nine weeks and trying to make a run.  Hopefully maybe win a couple more 

tournaments, but definitely just looking forward to playing well.  My game's in good shape so 

looking forward to a good week here.  I know today's a little wet, but I think it's going to be a 

good three days here the next three days, so looking forward to it. 

 

Q.  Hopefully the weather's a lot warmer, but the golf course will still probably be wet 

and play wet. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Yes.  You know, last year was my first time here.  I thought the golf 

course was fabulous, so looking forward to getting back.  And it will play probably a bit 

longer than what we had last year, but I think we had some rain pro-am days last year as 

well and I think we had a wet start as well.  The course might be a little similar to what we 

had last year. 

 

Q.  Look at half the year, talking about your game's in good shape.  How do you know 

your game's in good shape?  We were talking to Stephen yesterday, he said, "Oh, my 

putter."  What is it about your game that's good this year? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, the strength of my game is driving the ball.  I drive the ball very 

well.  I still have decent length for this tour.  The young guys hit it so far on the regular tour, 

I'm kind of a long way behind those guys, but out here my game holds up really well.  My 

ball striking's good.  Kind of like Stephen said, putting is really the key no matter where 

you're playing.  When you're making the putts, you have the opportunity to shoot low scores, 

so that's definitely a key for my game.  It will be a key this week, to hit the ball well and also 

make the putts. 

 

Q.  David just mentioned it, you were in my favorite city on the planet.  What do you 

go there for?    

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, my wife and I did our honeymoon there 15 years ago and it was 

our first time back and we took our 10-year old twins.  Just did all the sites, the Eiffel Tower 

and The Louvre and all that stuff.  We had three full days there so it was nice and relaxing.  

Had a little wine and a little French food and just enjoyed having really a whole week off.  
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Got back to South Carolina on the weekend and spent the weekend there relaxing some 

more, so I'm fully relaxed and ready to go this week. 

 

Q.  And that's important just to go and clear your mind no matter how well or how 

poorly you're playing, just to sort of decompress a bit? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Yeah, and that's -- you know, the Champions Tour is nice because we 

do have little breaks here and there and we're not playing week in and week out.  It's nice to 

play a couple weeks and then take a little rest for a week and then get back after it.  So 

certainly the schedule out here is very pleasing to me and I'm enjoying my first full season 

out here very much. 

 

Q.  Especially to win the majors? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, definitely that was a goal starting out the year, to put myself in a 

position to compete in the majors every week.  Got off to a good start at the Regions and 

then had a fabulous week at the U.S. Senior Open, so those two tournaments have kind of 

made my year.  I've played well a lot of other tournaments, but certainly those two have 

been the icing on the cake so far. 

 

Q.  A lot of guys that come out to this tour from the regular tour, if that's how you 

want to put it in quotation marks.  Talk about how cool it is here to have the relaxation 

but have the competitiveness, that there's a balance that's really kind of nice.  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Yeah.  Well, the competition is pretty fierce.  These guys may say they're 

out here for fun, but I'm telling you, they like to win and they're very competitive.  They're no 

different than they were 25 years ago, which makes it fun.  That's why we come out and 

compete.  The caliber of golf is just awesome.  I wouldn't say there's that much difference 

between the Champions Tour and the regular tour as far as the caliber of golf.  Obviously 

the young kids just bomb it so much further now and it's kind of fun to watch that, but the 

rest of the game is on par with both tours. 

 

Q.  There's some of us that were watching John McEnroe hit great shots to Pete 

Sampras firing 25 aces, too. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Yeah.  You know, the game's transitioning on that younger tour for sure 

because it's attracting really good athletes.  Guys that are 6-3, 6-4 and 300 yards is a short 

drive for them.  I think you're really going to see golf transition to an athletic sport, certainly 

the 25-year olds that are starting on the tour just, you know, they're built different than I was 

when I was 25 years old, that's for sure. 

 

Q.  The caliber of the golf is as good as it's been of the tournament.  Talk about the 

field this weekend and where you fit in. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, the field is great again, yes.  One of the good things about playing 
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out here is most of the guys play every week.  Guys don't take a lot of off weeks, so you get 

pretty good fields every week.  I think Colin Montgomerie's here this week and he's having a 

good year again and he's kind of my competition for the Schwab Cup.  Bernhard, I don't 

know if he's here, he talked about taking a week off.  There's no time to rest out here, you've 

got to play well every week and see what you can do. 

 

Q.  The defending champ, Freddie Couples, is here.  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  For sure, and he seems to be playing pretty well.  I played a round with 

him over at the Senior British Open and he's hitting the ball well and expect him to be a 

factor this week, too. 

 

Q.  Last year he won in pretty dramatic fashion, his par 5 at the end there.  Just being 

that sort of eagle hole on the last hole, it could set up for another dramatic finish this 

year? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  It is kind of a nice finishing hole because it does set it up for a lot of 

dramatics.  The back nine here plays pretty difficult, so to finish off there with a chance to 

make an eagle or a birdie, you can kind of flip flop the top of the leaderboard pretty quick.  

 

Q.  That was happening during qualifying, guys were making birdies on 18 on 

Tuesday.  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  For sure, definitely so.  

 

Q.  Do you like the course out here? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Yes.  I had a great time here last year.  The golf course fits my game.  

Just kind of I would say a more traditional layout.  You've got to drive the ball pretty straight, 

the rough's probably a little thick with the rain, so got to keep it in the fairway and hit good 

iron shots.    
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