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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  FRED COUPLES     
Thursday, August 6, 2015       
 
 

 

Q.  Good to see you back here again.  What keeps bringing you back to this place? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I won last year so I came back.  But I would come back every year, 

it's a great event.  I love the course.  It's kind of the same old song since I got here.  I grew 

up in Seattle and we don't play a ton of courses that remind me of Jefferson Park where I 

grew up playing.  I like the greens, I like the shape of the holes and I seem to play well here.  

So that's really -- the golf course and the fans.  We get a lot of people come watch us play, 

and tomorrow I'm playing with the guy on the range on the first tee, Jimenez and Monty, so I 

have a big group and I need to go work on my game this afternoon.  

 

Q.  A year later, that 61 you shot last year, can that compare to a PGA round?  Is that 

still a special round even though it's a Champions Tour round? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  You know, that's not asked a lot, but golf is golf.  The golf on our tour is 

very, very good and strong.  For instance, the last day I played -- I didn't play Minnesota, 

was at Sunningdale and the last three guys trying to win a major shot 64, 64, and Colin 

Montgomerie, as he says, got lapped and shot 67.  So they don't hand these scores out, 

they don't make the courses pitch and putt.   

 

To answer your question, the round I had last year was a really, really good round.  I putted 

really well.  I didn't knock flags down but I hit them close and when I did, I made them.  But 

at the end of the day I didn't really know what I -- you know, I knew I was moving up the 

leaderboard.  To be honest, when I chipped it in, I didn't know I shot 61, I just knew I had a 

really good round.  I haven't shot many 61s in my life and it was a good one here. 

 

Q.  And how do you top it? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I mean, you don't.  You don't top it.  You come out tomorrow, 

you've got to play well.  And again, I wasn't a huge factor on Sunday last year.  I was 11, 

whatever it is, 10-under par.  I went from 20th or whatever to winning.  So topping, if you 

have a 68 and play really, really well, you feel like you can go do that again the next day.  

But 61, 62, those are just rounds that you enjoy and then you go out the next day and just 

keep playing.  But golf usually tops you, that's what usually happens.  You're usually the 

brunt of the top here or there, it's not the opposite. 

 

Q.  Kind of Seattle-esque, going to be sunny and hot on the weekend.  How do you 

think this place is going to change over the three days? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, I think tomorrow it will play long, and if it's really nice and dry it will 

dry it up.  I mean, we played lift, clean and place, which I think if today was a tournament we 

http://www.tee-scripts.com/


2 

                                                      TeeScripts.com 

probably would need to do.  But the greens are pretty good.  They're not soft where you're 

hitting balls and they're spinning all over the place.  They're pretty firm.  For instance, the 

first hole, I hit driver, 3-iron, and usually a 7- or 8-iron if I hit a really good drive.  And the 

other long hole I smoked a drive and with the water hit a 6-iron, but killed the drive.  But you 

don't go by that.  I think we all like that.  We don't want to come out here and play every hole 

a driver and a wedge.  This course sets up that if you drive the ball well, you're going to have 

a lot of shorter clubs.  But I've hit the trees here before, too, trying to hit drivers further up to 

make the holes play shorter and it's hard to play out of the rough if the greens get form.  So 

that's my key.  If I drive it pretty well tomorrow and even though I might be in the rough, I can 

still stop the ball on the green.  But if it dries up Saturday and Sunday, you've got to hit the 

fairways.  I've got to hit a lot of woods besides driver off the tee, 5-wood and the 3-wood. 

 

Q.  Can you describe what it's like to come back to a place as the defending champion 

of a tournament? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  You know, not one time did I think about it until last night.  We went to a 

nice little dinner, Mark O'Meara and I and Montgomerie with the Shaw people.  They all talk 

about it.  You know, I'm really not worried about too much.  I like to play golf pretty well and 

that's my objective.  So the times that I have won, when you go back to the tournament, 

yeah, and tomorrow morning I'll be introduced as the defensed champion and blah blah 

blah.  But the main thing is I like the course.  I feel like I should play well here and I want to 

play here every year and hopefully in the next few years win it again before I get too old. 

 

Q.  That must be cool last night to know people are still talking.  You might have 

forgotten, or not forgotten but --  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, no, I didn't forget flying up here that I won here last year, but to be 

honest with you, for a hundred million dollars I don't think I could go over too many of my 

holes on Sunday.  I don't even remember a lot of the shots.  You know, it very rarely 

happens when you're in the lead or tied for the lead and shoot 61 and win by 10.  I came 

from way back, I was free wheeling it, and then I got a pretty good break on 18 where I drew 

a good lie and I chipped it in to finish off a great round.  But there were some key putts 

made.  Again, tomorrow we all start at zero and I have to play well to compete with these 

guys.  That's my goal. 

 

Q.  What's your health like these days?  I know you've only played a handful of times.  

How's the back? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  You know, it feels pretty good.  I took three months off after Augusta and 

then I finally played Chicago, the Senior Open and this week.  I feel pretty good.  I can't 

complain about my back.  I wouldn't be here really if I wasn't feeling where I could swing.  

Today was a little cooler.  I've got enough clothing on that golf is unimportant, but I feel 

good.  Otherwise I wouldn't be able to hit the ball and compete out here and that's no fun. 

 

Q.  Are you always aware of it?  Is it one of those things you think any year, any 
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tournament this could be the point where you think okay, the back is just too much of 

a problem to continue on?  

 

FRED COUPLES:  You know, not yet, but it gets frustrating several times a year.  I mean, 

I've learned to play around it.  When it goes out, I don't play golf.  I was off for three months.  

I went to the desert one weekend where it was 100 and tried to hit.  Then I came back to 

L.A. and I couldn't really move.  So I thought, well, this is silly so I'm just going to wait until I 

can't wait anymore.  Then I went back to the desert because it's 110 and it feels good and I 

hit for four days in a row and felt pretty good.  That's how I do it.   

 

But am I worried about hitting a tee shot here tomorrow and having my back go out?  No.  I 

could get in the car and have it go out.  Golf is hurting less than other things.  But again, it's 

like Mark O'Meara, he's had a bad foot for six months.  He goes to tournaments and has to 

withdraw, and then when he plays he plays well.  It's no fun because you know you can play 

and play well, but if you can't do it for three days, you're not going beat Jimenez and 

Montgomerie and Langer and Marco Dawson and Billy Andrade.  You've got to be healthy to 

compete every single hole, and sometimes I'm not quite there but I slash it around and I 

compete pretty well. 

 

Q.  You mentioned the group you're with tomorrow.  Does that make it more fun?  It's 

almost like having three great 100 meter guys in the same heat. 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, yeah, because they're great players and so you're watching pretty 

good golf.  And I said the whole time the best thing about the Champions Tour is every first 

round that I play I play with guys that I competed against my whole life.  Tom Watson.  Some 

guys I don't know that well.  Marco Dawson, he's an unbelievable player.  I really didn't play 

against him 30 years on tour, but out here you play with him, you know what you're going to 

get.  You're going to get really good golf.  So the Langers I've played against, the 

Montgomeries, Jay Haas and some of the other guys, and I enjoy those first-round pairings.  

Then if you play well, you'll probably get them the next day, too.  

 

Q.  Do you like the finishing hole here? 

 

FRED COUPLES:  Yeah, yeah, I like -- they're all good holes.  On 16 again, today they all 

played really long but they're all really good holes.  18 just tops it off with a hole that you can 

make -- Billy Andrade made eagle last year.  I'm sitting in the car thinking that I was probably 

going to win and he had two feet, made eagle to tie.  So it's a good hole, it's a good finishing 

hole.  

 

Q.  What can you say about the Calgary golf fans?  You've been here a few times, just 

their knowledge, their enthusiasm, how many of them there are out here watching 

you?  

 

FRED COUPLES:  Well, we don't get it every event.  We get good crowds but here we get 

more people to come watch, which makes it a lot more fun.  I don't think there's anyone here 
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that may leave and they say, oh, my God, around the first tee, around 18 and 9, and you get 

guys following the better players or guys shooting lower scores, it makes it fun.  The whole 

thing is a great week.  Shaw does a great job.  Again, the sponsors are always phenomenal 

but they're lucky to have golf in Calgary and they come out.  Even on a day like today, 20 or 

30 people watching a pro-am, which I don't chuckle at but I think it's amazing that they're 

going to come out and watch me chop it around.  But it's fun, it's a great event.   
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