
1 

Tee-Scripts.com 

ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  JAYE MARIE GREEN     
Thursday, July 23, 2015       
 
 

Q.  66 is a great score.  How did you feel about your round today? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Good.  I just played pretty consistent all day.  Didn't really make too 

many mistakes until the last hole, which was pretty dumb, but I'm really aggressive so I 

wasn't going to back down. 

 

Q.  What did you do on the last hole? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  I hit my drive right, and then I was behind a tree and I tried to cut it 

around the tree and just hit the tree and ended up right where I was again.  I thought I had 

the shot, I just didn't pull it off. 

 

Q.  Well, you were hitting it good all day.  

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Yeah.  It's hard to really cut it out of the rough, which I don't know 

why I thought I could but I thought I could. 

 

Q.  Is it easy enough to let 18 get in your head? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Oh, yeah, it's really easy because I could think of eight birdies I had 

versus two bogeys.  Yeah, it hurts to bogey the last hole, but gosh, I just hit it really great all 

day.  So I actually hit the 6-iron good that nailed the tree, so at least I hit it good. 

 

Q.  Good scoring conditions out there? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Oh, yeah.  It wasn't really windy at all until like our last two holes 

and the breeze felt great.  Yeah, it was perfect conditions to go out there and post a good 

low one. 

 

Q.  Is this one of your better starts of the year? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Yes, I think this is probably -- yeah, this is the lowest I've shot in the 

first round.  I've shot lower before out here but on like a third round.  Yeah, definitely best 

opener for sure. 

 

Q.  How have you been playing lately? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Coming in, yep, I got into the U.S. Open, played well, and then last 

week had another top 20, so I've been feeling pretty confident, just kind of sticking to who I 

am and what I want to do and just staying focused. 
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Q.  And like, say, with a lot of people at the top of the leaderboard right now, talk 

about taking chances, how much more does that influence you knowing that it's 

going to be a pretty good fight there until the end?  

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  I like a fight.  I'm a really big competitor, I always have been.  So 

just kind of -- just keep doing what I'm doing and not really leaderboard watching because 

that just will mess with my head too much.  So try to make it as simple as possible. 

 

Q.  What's your comfort level?  How's it changed since you've had a little bit more 

experience on tour here?  Change your mindset at all?  

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Oh, a hundred percent.  Just being here, I don't have to play as 

many practice rounds where when I was a rookie I wanted to see the course like three times.  

I only played it a total of once before I got here.  I just remember it perfectly and have my 

notes still in my yardage book.  Definitely it helps so much, just the course aspect and then 

the people, I remember volunteers from last year and everything.  It's cool. 

 

Q.  You have a good chemistry with Sarah.  Have you played with Sarah before? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Oh, yeah, we've been paired a lot last year.  And Belen as well, so 

we were having a lot of fun all day.  From the get-go at 7:45 in the morning and I was 

cracking up.  I was so hyper, I'm always so hyper. 

 

Q.  How important is that, because people don't really realize that that could be a big 

thing? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Right.  Oh, it is especially so early.  You know, just waking up, and if 

you're with people who you're not going to talk, my brain's going to fall back asleep a 

hundred percent.  But playing with Kempy was awesome, I just talked away.  I talk way too 

much.    

 

Q.  You talk about your confidence level, it's something that really has pushed you 

forward, top 20 and now you're confident coming in here, and now you're on top of 

the leaderboard.  Confidence going forward?  

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Oh, yeah.  And I've got to give the credit to my brother, for sure.  I 

was kind of in a little really deep hole, and he goes, Jaye, it's okay, you're doing great, you 

just need to catch one break.  Once you catch one break, things will go your way.  And then 

I got in the U.S. Open and it's gone my way ever since, so he was right.  Big brother's 

always right.  

 

Q.  So how big have the last three weeks been for you, making almost half what you 

made on the year in the last two weeks, back inside the top 80 on the money list.  

Today's round, how big is that with the need to get higher on the money list -- 
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JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Maybe he was asking like one question and me answering another. 

 

Q.  It's not even done.  How big -- basically how big is it these last few weeks and how 

well you've played? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Right.  The last three weeks -- I'll resay it.  My brother, I was kind of 

in a pretty slump after Arkansas.  I was just so down, nothing was going my way.  Like I hit 

about a perfect drive, it would be like hit a sprinkler head, go OB, stuff like that like every 

week.  My brother's like, Jaye, just seriously hang in there.  You're going to get one good 

break or one putt or something crazy to happen and it's going to change your life.  And when 

I got the call I got into the U.S. Open, which was a hundred percent unexpected, and then 

making the cut, top 25.  Then felt so confident because I shot 3-under the last round and I 

was like, oh, my gosh, I just shot under par on a Sunday in a U.S. Open.  Then the next 

course feels like a piece of cake, and then now coming into this week, it's like the confidence 

just keeps tacking on.  It is kind of cool to think like, wow, I've made like over $50,000 in two 

weeks when it took me like almost a whole year to do that.  But I'm not -- that's what's cool, 

too, is I think I thought a lot about money last year.  I honestly never look at rankings.  

Sometimes if I play well I want to be like, oh, I made this much, but I never really stress 

about it, not nearly as much as last year. 

 

Q.  What's really been clicking out there for you the past few weeks? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  I think the main thing is my putting.  I've been making a lot of putts, 

where usually they just burn edges.  But today I had all tap-ins so I'm hitting good iron shots.  

I think growing up I've always been a good iron player.  I kind of lost that a little bit and it's 

coming back.  I'm starting to hit some really good iron shots to put me in there to where I 

don't really have to putt. 

 

Q.  Why did your brother get on the bag because your dad was typically your caddie?  

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Yeah, it's been for a little while now because my dad and mom miss 

each other and I miss my brother and it works really well.  He's known me and my game my 

whole life, so give my dad a break because my mom's home alone and her -- you know, 

there's a lot of family stuff going on, so he wants to be home with her, which is huge.  I wish I 

could be home, but I can't. 

 

Q.  You know, a lot of people you've grown up playing with like Lexi and Lydia and 

Jessica Korda have won.  Is it sometimes easy for you to forget that you're only 21 

and have a lot of golf left? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Sometimes -- actually last year I thought that way, but this year I'm 

like -- I used to think, gosh, I'm 20, I want to get married.  Whatever, like that's not 

happening.  But so -- 

 

Q.  You're only 20. 
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JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Well, now I'm 21.  I think I'm like, wow, I'm so young and just to be 

able to do what I'm doing and how much I love it is just that in itself is so cool to me.  I'm like 

really starting to appreciate things more this year and actually having fun, so that's good. 

 

Q.  So rookie year, what was the toughest part about it and what kind of stands out to 

you about the last two years? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Everything last year was hard for me.  The traveling, meeting new 

people, food not -- you know, not really having -- which is so weird.  I think that really 

bothered me a lot because I was so used to my mom's cooking all the time and I'm like used 

to it and my body is used to it.  Out here, always eating out all the time, I'm like my body was 

like -- I almost felt like so tired and worn out all the time.  Yeah, I think not seeing friends, not 

really knowing the places, it was kind of like let's get this over with, whereas this year I look 

forward like, oh, I can't wait to go to Michigan or go to the Founders, because, you know, 

going back to places has been awesome.  

 

Q.  You found out about the U.S. Open, was it Tuesday they called you? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  Monday.  Well, they gave me a heads up on the Friday before to get 

plans, but I didn't know for sure until I got the call Monday morning.  Crazy, changed my life 

for sure. 

 

Q.  What does your brother do when he's not looping for you? 

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  He actually caddies and coaches these two kids.  They're actually 

like little prodigies.  They're both 12 years old on junior tours.  I think they're like ranked 

number one in the world.  And the family pays him, flies him out to coach them and he 

travels with them.  And then when he's at home he coaches them because they live close.  

So yeah, he just loves being around golf and he's really good at it and everyone loves him, 

including me. 

 

Q.  He played a little mini tour golf for a while?  

 

JAYE MARIE GREEN:  He stopped playing like -- he still plays for fun now.  He stopped 

playing once he got like mid college, then he was like forget it, I don't want to be serious 

about it.  I don't know why.   
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