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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  MORGAN PRESSEL     
Wednesday, July 22, 2015       
 
 

MODERATOR:  Thank you for joining us today.  Morgan's been having quite a season so 

far, five top-10 finishes already, including the U.S. Open. 

 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, it's been definitely a nice run.  I've been playing well, feel good 

about my game.  I've been working a lot on my swing and I feel like the changes are 

really -- have been helpful and instrumental and I feel like my whole attitude towards the 

game is a little bit better, just trying to have some fun. 

 

Q.  Now you're an ambassador for this event out here with Meijer.  A lot of things 

going on the course as well as off the course you're pretty busy.  Can you kind of talk 

us through how you balance your work week, coming out here trying to play some 

golf but then you have all these events as well.  

 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, this is an unusual week on tour just with all the other events 

that go on.  Last night's pro-am party, Chef Night on Friday, One Republic concert on 

Saturday, along with all the other things, just got to make sure you get some sleep.  But it's 

great to be a part of this event.  I'm honored to be an ambassadress, if you will, of the 

tournament.  It's an incredible place to come here to Grand Rapids to play.  Meijer and their 

initiative with Simply Give is incredibly impressive having raised over $600,000 in last year's 

tournament and I know that they're really hoping to one-up that this year.  So it's great to be 

a part of this week.  Try and sneak in the rest when you can and get out for some practice, 

but it's a lot more than just about golf this week. 

 

MODERATOR:  Now, you grew up actually coming out to Michigan, I think, for the summers, 

is that correct?  So what's it feel like to come back here in a familiar area and hit the golf ball 

around?   

 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, it's great.  It's great to be in Michigan.  This is the first LPGA in 

technically kind of my home state and where I grew up and learned the game of golf really 

up here.  I traveled all around every summer and played a lot of junior tournaments in this 

area, and so the first event here in Michigan since I've been on tour is really special to me.  

It's only a couple hours from where my family lives in the Detroit area and outside of 

Jackson as well, my husband's family, so it's great to be back and in front of some 

hometown crowds. 

 

Q.  Morgan, obviously you're having a really good year, your best I think in the last at 

least last two or three years.  You've been rising up the Rolex rankings, I believe 

you're No. 20 now.  Next year we have both the International Crown and you have the 

Olympics, which I believe only four Americans are going to be able to take part in.  

How important is that to you, or is it even too early to think about it? 
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MORGAN PRESSEL:  I think it's something that I'm really trying not to think too much about.  

It is very early.  Earlier this year I probably would have said to be in that position would have 

been quite a challenge, but I've certainly played well enough and put myself in a position to 

make both of those teams.  But at the end of the day I'm just going to go out there and play 

golf, and one way or the other it's not -- it's not going to make or break my career whether I 

make those two teams next year.  I just want to go out and play the best golf that I can, I 

want to win tournaments and that's really my goal going forward in the short term.  Come the 

middle of next year, maybe I'll be thinking about it a little bit more, but right now it's definitely 

too early, just got to keep playing golf. 

 

Q.  With your connection to Michigan, do you expect to have a lot more fans out here, 

and if so, how do you think that kind of helps you out on the course?  

 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, I mean, I certainly -- I think the fans will come out all week for 

everybody out here.  I know last year the crowds were fantastic and I'm sure they'll be the 

same.  This year I have quite a bit of family coming to watch, so got my own little cheering 

section that will be out.  It's great.  I love playing in front of my friends and family.  And my 

husband as well with his whole team running this tournament, they're family as well to me.  

So it definitely feels like a home week and I love playing in front of my friends. 

 

Q.  People from around the country might not know kind of the history of golf in 

Michigan and how big of a sport it is here.  Do you kind of feel like you kind of 

represent Michigan in a way on the LPGA Tour in that way at all? 

 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Well, there aren't many players on tour that have roots in Michigan, 

so for sure in that sense.  There are a few, but the golf season here is so short and 

everybody really, really loves to play golf, especially with the hockey correlation.  You've got 

hockey in the winter and golf in the summer.  They're naturally similar motions.  So that's 

what I think I love about coming up here is just everybody's really, really into it, especially for 

five months, the real heat of the season.  And they spend all winter waiting to get out on the 

golf course.  So it's great to see the fans come out, they're so excited to see us and they just 

love watching good golf. 

 

Q.  I was following you for about nine or 10 holes with my wife over in Lancaster and 

we tried to keep ahead, watch the golfers tee off, try to keep ahead and then kind of 

play a game on which -- when we see the balls land, which is the player judging by 

length.  You were throwing us off quite a bit.  We were saying, oh, no, that's not 

Morgan's ball, that's out there too far.  You gained a lot of distance in the last couple 

years.  Can you give us an idea how that happened? 

 

MORGAN PRESSEL:  Yeah, I certainly have.  I've probably picked up 10 or 15 yards off the 

tee and maybe a little bit more with my irons.  The biggest thing this year is I switched golf 

balls.  The new Callaway Chrome Soft no question has added distance, especially with my 

irons but also off the tee as well.  It's probably the best all-around golf ball I've ever played.   
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I have worked a lot on my golf swing trying to get in better position, trying to use my core a 

little bit more and use more the power center of my swing like from the ground up instead of 

all my arms.  All those things have got a little bit stronger, they all add up to a little bit more 

distance and a little bit more confidence on the golf course as well.  
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