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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  LIZ NAGEL      
Wednesday, July 22, 2015       
 
 

MODERATOR:  Happy to be joined in the media center by Liz Nagel, MSU grad, LPGA 

rookie, DeWitt native.  Liz, how does it feel to be back in your home state playing in an 

LPGA Tour event?  

 

LIZ NAGEL:  It feels great.  I just mentioned to everybody that it's awesome that you guys 

get to enjoy the great Michigan weather.  This is like the nicest week of the year we've had 

so far, so we're proud to have you.  And I'm only from an hour from here so I feel like I'm at 

home.  I've already left like 40 tickets at will call for my friends and family so I'm thrilled for 

the week, this is going to be a lot of fun.   

 

MODERATOR:  Since graduating MSU, what you have been up to in your professional golf 

journey?  

 

LIZ NAGEL:  This is my rookie year, and after Q School I earned conditional status out here 

but I hadn't gotten in until Arkansas, so I was just playing full time on the Symetra Tour.  

After that, I got into Arkansas, qualified for the Open and I played last week at the Marathon 

and this week.  So it's been a nice little stretch for me.  Made a couple cuts and I really enjoy 

being out here, so this is a good week. 

 

Q.  So how did the experience at Lancaster, what did that do for your confidence 

making the cut there and just you got a lot of attention that week actually?  

 

LIZ NAGEL:  Yeah.  I felt like my family and I, my story, like you mentioned, is kind of under 

wraps and to Michigan I'm familiar but to the golf world I'm really not.  So to tell my cancer 

story and my Michigan State story, and just to kind of be out there on the bigger stage is 

special for me because I feel like I believe in myself and I'm good enough to be there.  So 

then when you tie the cancer thing into it, I don't know, I just feel like it's a treat to share it 

with people and kind of be out there and tell my story, yeah. 

 

Q.  Had you played this course before growing up? 

 

LIZ NAGEL:  No.  I've lived near Lansing my whole life and I've been over here a lot, played 

Egypt Valley a ton but never over here, so it was my first time seeing the course yesterday.  

 

Q.  Just overall thoughts? 

 

LIZ NAGEL:  I think it's great.  I think it's in good shape.  The greens are a little firm right 

now but I heard that they get quicker as the week goes on.  Last year they did.  So I'm 

excited.  I think the rough will get a little thicker and the weather's supposed to be great, like 

I said.  Excited.  
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Q.  Did you have people, random people ask you about your experience after they 

hear your story from the Open?  Did you have any feedback from fans? 

 

LIZ NAGEL:  Yeah.  I've actually had a lot of people randomly send me messages.  Like I 

have a little message thing on my website and they send support or their story.  When I first 

had cancer, I had random letters sent to me through my golf coach at Michigan State, 

through Stacy, and I would open them and just like, I don't know, the more like tears of joy 

kind of feeling because I felt like I was actually inspiring people.   

 

So when we first went through the journey, Coach and I sat down and said, Are we going to 

tell people or are we going to keep it private?  You know, everybody goes through that when 

they're kind of on the stage.  I said, I would really like to share my story and inspire people.  I 

was actually surprised how much I did.  Even at the Open I had two ladies introduce 

themselves to me that were both battling cancer and I had to try my hardest not to break 

down.  It was on like the 18th hole everything.  They gave me the biggest hug I've ever really 

gotten.  Then I met a leukemia -- two-time leukemia survivor on the range.   

 

So just stuff like that that not a lot of people know that goes on behind the scenes, but it 

really touches me because it makes me feel like I'm actually changing people's lives and 

inspiring them, and that's what this is all about to me.  When you're at this level and can 

reach out to people, that's what matters to me. 

 

Q.  Just the fact that you are from about an hour away, you said you'll have about 40 

friends and family here, having your own cheering contingent and then other people 

here will probably be cheering for you as well being that you're a Michigan native.  

How much does that excite you and how much do you think that will maybe improve 

your golf game even more having that adrenaline? 

 

LIZ NAGEL:  Yeah, I mean, I'm thrilled about it.  We got our pairings yesterday and I'm with 

Natalie Gulbis.  So of all people I feel like she attracts a crowd and hopefully I'll have my 

own little crowd, so I think it's going to be really great.  I'm excited.  Friends and family that 

don't really get to see me golf a lot, and if I make the weekend, I know a lot of people 

obviously have to work and that it would be probably doubled.  I have had high school golf 

team members and just everything that have sent me messages and want to come watch.  

For me it's a thrill because when you travel the world and you're all around the country with 

these tours, they don't get an opportunity to really see you.  And I haven't even seen a lot of 

the people that I've golfed with in junior golf.  So for them to come and be on the sideline 

and cheering me, and my dad on the bag again is going to be great, too.  

 

Q.  I know you're pretty young, but did you go to the Oldsmobile Classic when you 

were little at all?  

 

LIZ NAGEL:  Yes, I did. 

 

Q.  When that tournament left, what was the feeling and did you feel the LPGA would 
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come back to Michigan?  

 

LIZ NAGEL:  That's actually my first memory of the LPGA at all.  I grew up with my dad 

played on Tour a little bit, not on the PGA, but on the mini tours.  Then he decided to be a 

teaching professional out here in like west of Lansing.  So he used to take me to Walnut 

Hills, which I've played hundreds of times and that's where I kind of met my coach for the 

first time who was a member there, and I remember I had an autographed photo of Becky 

Iverson.  I sat on his shoulders and I watched.   

 

So at the Open, too, when I saw all these little girls like being held by their dads, it just really 

brings back those memories.  And I even met a little girl and I said if that was me and she 

wanted a golf ball or something, and I said, Do you golf, and yes.  For me, like if I can share 

my story and my dad, like that was me and my dad.  So her and her dad, I connect to that 

and it's special for me.   

 

So did I think they would come back?  Yes.  And now kind of hearing that they want to grow 

even more in Michigan, I think that's great.  I love Michigan.  I'm a true midwestern girl and I 

love Michigan State and I think that we have a lot to offer here.  So I'm excited, like I said, for 

you guys to experience Grand Rapids, and yeah, I'm thrilled that everybody's here.  

 

Q.  Where's your dad work now? 

 

LIZ NAGEL:  He's still at Centennial Acres.  It's like near Grand Ledge, like 20 miles west of 

Lansing.  He's the head pro there and we part own that golf course and that's where I grew 

up and learned everything really. 

 

Q.  Does he play a lot out there or does he mostly just carry the bag? 

 

LIZ NAGEL:  No, because he's the only person that's ever taught me how to golf.  I don't 

have a coach or anything other than Stacy really, so he taught me -- I know everything he 

knows and vice versa.  So when we're out there together, we're a really good team.  I feel 

like every week we've kind of evaluated how we've done and since the Open we've just 

gotten really stronger as a team.  I wish he could be out here full time but obviously he can't, 

so we're trying to do our best right now.  I'm kind of looking to hire a caddie, but him, like 

we're ideal together.  Out here, we were here yesterday and have good thoughts and 

feelings out here, so it's always good to have him for practice rounds, too. 

 

MODERATOR:  Thanks for the time, Liz.  Best of luck this week. 

 

LIZ NAGEL:  Thank you. 
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