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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  INBEE PARK      
Wednesday, July 22, 2015       
 
 

MODERATOR:  Happy to be joined in the media center by Rolex Rankings No. 1 Inbee 

Park, Inbee, runner-up finish here last year.  What did you take out of that event?  

 

INBEE PARK:  I really love the golf course here and I think it really suits my game.  I had a 

great result here last year even though I lost in the playoff.  Mirim just played really well.  

That's why I came back this year, to see another great golf course.  We get so much good 

support from the people of Michigan here.  It's just always a pleasure to come here and play.  

I'm here and I hopefully a little better than last year. 

 

MODERATOR:  You've been out there a few times, played in the pro-am this morning.  

What are your thoughts on the course, comparable to last year?  

 

INBEE PARK:  I think it's in really similar condition to last year, very consistent.  You know, 

fairways are running and greens are firm, so I think it's going to play quite tough like last 

year.  But nothing really major change, so I think that's going to be coming to be a good 

advantage for me because I really know how the golf course played last year, I really 

remember how they played so something similar to last year would be great. 

 

Q.  Inbee, how difficult is it with so many tour events to remember specifics about?  I 

mean, obviously the playoff with Mirim last year, it's probably in your mind a little bit 

more, but to keep all the courses straight.  After you've been there four or five times, 

that's one thing, but playing it one week and then coming back and having to -- 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, it's weird, some courses I remember really well and some courses I 

really don't remember at all if I'm going there for the second time.  I mean, if you go there for 

obviously the fourth or fifth time, you obviously remember quite well.  Here last year was in a 

first-time event and I really liked the event, I really liked the golf course.  The courses I really 

like I seem to remember a lot better.  So the courses I played well and like have a memories 

like going to playoff or having a win, those courses I remember really well.  So this is 

definitely one of the courses. 

 

Q.  I was going to ask you if how you play had a direct correlation with how you 

remembered it for sure.  Any holes out here that you're like ohhhh, you know, like the 

45-degree angle left uphill? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, yeah.  There's No. 7 and obviously on No. 17 is uphill hole, short hole.  

I remember No. 17 from last year because I don't have a distance to get there on the final 

day so I laid up, didn't make birdie for two times.  I played there in the playoff hole and Mirim 

made a birdie there.  The 17th hole didn't really play to my advantage last year so I was 

trying to find a little better strategy today to maybe I should go for it or should I lay up.  I 

remember holes like that definitely, but I mean except for those two holes, this golf course is 
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pretty flat and it's so much better weather than last week.  I think flat walking is always great.  

I mean, it's not hard on your feet.  I love this golf course. 

 

Q.  So you're obviously not taking any time off leading up to the British Open.  Can 

you kind of talk about how you determine your schedule and when you put rest in 

there? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I mean, last -- it was only two-hour drive from last week so it was 

really easy traveling to come here.  I really like to play the week before a major and try to 

see if everything is in good shape.  There are certain things that you just can't try on the 

practice range, you've got to try it in the tournament and see if it's really working for you.  

And I really want to play the week before the major to kind of check up on everything and 

make sure I'm in good shape.  I could be a little bit tired than taking a week off, but I've done 

this before, I can deal with the tiredness.  I would really rather want to be -- put my game in 

the level I want than a little bit of a body tiredness.  So that's what I figured, that I really want 

to play until the last minute that I can.  It's just like last-minute study before your exam, you 

know. 

 

Q.  So you hit the ball beautifully in Lancaster and the greens really tricked a lot of 

people.  Can you talk about your putting that week and how -- and subsequent the 

Jamie Farr, if you felt like it came back quickly because the greens were just so 

different there? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, Lancaster was very slow greens.  It looked fast but then it was slow.  

It was really slopey greens, so when you putt on the downhill putts, you would think it's going 

to be lightning but then it just kind of grabs it.  I got fooled every time I hit the downhill putt on 

that week.  I missed so many putts that week, I think it's probably one of the worst -- I 

probably missed most putts on that week.  I feel like my ball striking was just right there, but 

just putting was just unlucky.  It lipped out a lot and left a lot of them short.  A lot of people 

had a common mistake, but I just felt like it was just way too many.  And then last week was 

just like pretty similar to the week before, but final day my ball striking -- on the back nine my 

ball striking wasn't really there.  I missed a lot of fairways and greens, so that was the 

reason why I really didn't play well on the final day.  I definitely had a chance, but just it 

wasn't the day I really wanted. 

 

Q.  So the green speeds were similar last week to the week before? 

 

INBEE PARK:  No, no, they were different.  The green speeds were a lot quicker last week. 

 

Q.  But just your putting was similar? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah.  I lipped out a lot last week.  I mean, I feel like I hit a good putt and felt 

like I put a better stroke on, but just really unlucky on the greens.  Maybe it's waiting for the 

drops later.  But then, I mean, the British Open green speed, slow is just expected so I just 

tried not to get too used to on the fast greens.  Probably U.S. Open speed will be pretty 
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similar to British Open. 

 

Q.  What do you know -- I know the British Open is the highest thing on your list right 

now for the career Grand Slam.  Can you talk a little bit about Turnberry, what you 

know about it, what your expectations are and maybe how you're preparing?  

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I never played that golf course so I really don't have any feedback. 

 

Q.  You watched the men play there in '09? 

 

INBEE PARK:  No.  But that's where my caddie, Brad, caddied for the first time ever in his 

British Open, so that's something special for him as well.  He's said that golf course was 

such a great golf course over the last few months to me.  So yeah, I'm sure I'll enjoy it.  I 

love the links golf course.  It's really unique.  It's different to what we play all year.  The cold 

weather, the wind and the links golf course, I mean, you just get so tired after the week but I 

think it's a lot of fun. 

 

Q.  Who did he caddie for at Turnberry? 

 

INBEE PARK:  I don't know.  Not me. 

 

Q.  Inbee, when you go to Europe now for the British Open, how early will you go and 

what courses will you play?  Will you just go to Turnberry or will you try to play some 

of the other tracks that are right nearby? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Well, I don't have any time to play other golf courses at this stage because 

we play this -- I play this tournament, it will finish Sunday and we're going to have to fly right 

away to British and get there Monday, and obviously I don't have enough time to learn 

Turnberry if I play other courses.  But maybe in the future when I have vacation time or so I 

would love to play like England golf courses or Scotland golf courses.  They have some 

beautiful golf courses.  

 

Q.  Last year being so close, does that motivate you this week to try to win?  

 

INBEE PARK:  It definitely motivated me to come this week and play because I knew that I 

was so close and I can do it this year.  I knew that this golf course really suited my eye and I 

really love the golf course, how it played.  So hopefully I'll give myself a better chance this 

year and hopefully I can come closer. 

 

Q.  Looked like your pro-am group had a really good score today.  Were you playing 

very well today, and how was the group playing in the pro-am today? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I play with one guy was from -- actually from the same guy that I 

played last year and he said we finished second in the pro-am, I finished second in the 

tournament.  So he said beginning of the round, let's finish first in the pro-am, let's have you 
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finish first in the tournament.  So I mean, we've done the first part, so hopefully the second 

part's going to work.  It was such a fun day.  I played good.  All the pro-am groups played 

well.  So I had a former LPGA player today, so that makes the day really easy.  I had Allison 

Fouch with me in the group. 

 

Q.  Did you catch much of the men's British Open finish on Monday? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I actually watched Monday, yeah, Monday, their final day. 

 

Q.  So did you have any flashbacks to -- I mean obviously -- 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, we played the golf course twice already and we know how the golf 

course exactly look and how they play.  I think it was so much fun to watch them play on the 

golf course we actually played.  It doesn't really happen often so I think it was really cool.  

Jordan Spieth was going for the three majors and he put himself into contention.  That was 

something amazing because I know how that feels and how much pressure he felt, but he's 

done a great job.  And obviously Zach Johnson winning with holing those putts is just 

amazing.  
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