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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   RICKY BARNES       
Saturday, July 18, 2015       
 

MODERATOR:  Ricky Barnes, thanks for joining us for a few minutes.  Third round's not 

over yet but nonetheless you're still 13-under and atop the leaderboard.  You've got to be 

feeling good about your first three rounds and your position heading into tomorrow. 

 

RICKY BARNES:  Yeah, I had a good back nine.  You know, been playing well all week, 

been putting the ball in good position.  This is a course where you need to be in the fairway 

to score just because bermuda rough, tough to control your distances, and the greens kind 

have sections in them and I've managed that pretty well the first three rounds. 

 

MODERATOR:  When you come to a tournament like this, new tournament, does your 

mindset change at all knowing that it is new to everybody?  Does that change your mindset 

at all?  

 

RICKY BARNES:  Not really.  I think we just go week to week, you know, time after time, 

year after year.  Actually played in NCAAs here in 2000, remembered about half, maybe 10 

or 11 of the holes.  I had good memories from this neck of the woods, actually finished third 

individually.  Charles Howell smoked us, but we were playing for second and third.  No, my 

coach came out so to prep me early in the week.  It didn't really matter where I was playing, I 

was kind of just doing my work with him.  Business as usual.  

 

Q.  Seven birdies today.  What was really clicking in this round? 

 

RICKY BARNES:  I think a little bit of everything.  Hit one bad drive and actually kind of got 

lucky, kind of hit off the tree, kicked back into play and took advantage of it on the par 5.  

Other than that, probably my distance control.  I hit a lot of shots pin high and out here that's 

huge when you get in the good sections, probably did that.  And I even -- I think I missed 

kind of a short one on, what was that, 7.  So distance control and the ball in the fairway is 

huge out here and you're going to have a lot of good looks and some straight putts from 

those sections of the greens.  

 

Q.  What's your best memory from 2000? 

 

RICKY BARNES:  My team.  Actually, my assistant coach texted me yesterday and said, 

Keep close within the first two rounds and (inaudible) on the weekend.  Because if you look 

it up, I think my team shot 34 under the last two rounds and lost by a shot.  Just celebrating 

with my team.  It was pretty fun.  We made a huge run.  I think we were pretty much like 20 

back or 18 back after the two rounds and then we lost by a shot.  So I definitely remember 

the last four holes on each side and where we kind of made our run and our tournament 17, 

which is -- tournament 17 when we played it was No. 8, buddy of mine had a hole-in-one 

there in the final round, so it was kind of good memories.  I texted him that. 

 

Q.  How has the course changed? 
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RICKY BARNES:  Someone told me, I actually didn't remember that part but I guess they 

were bent greens back in the day, yeah.  So that was 15 years ago, yeah, 15 years ago they 

were bent.  So that part is different, but I still remember kind of the greens and the sections. 

 

Q.  Does it play differently? 

 

RICKY BARNES:  Oh, yeah, because the greens are a lot softer compared to bermuda, the 

bounce and stuff like that. 

 

Q.  Your score and several of the others is a little bit better today obviously than it 

was yesterday.  Is that just y'all getting more familiar with the course or did it play 

different today? 

 

RICKY BARNES:  I think familiar.  I think if you did hit the fairway, the fairways firmed up a 

little bit so you got a little bit closer to the hole.  But I wouldn't say there's that many easier 

pins today than it was, it's not like they moved up a bunch of tee boxes.  I think they moved 

up a couple tee boxes on 6 and, what was it, 17, but there's two good pins, so it was kind of 

the equalizer.  So I would say a little bit of both, firmer, getting closer to the hole and getting 

used to it. 

 

Q.  If they stay where they were and you start playing again tomorrow together, does 

it help when you are completely evenly matched throughout the day in terms of 

competitive and, you know, I can do that, too, just with being in contention with a 

person in your pairing?  

 

RICKY BARNES:  Yeah, I think good shots.  I think it's one thing if one guy's scraping it 

around and the other guy's not.  We were both hitting solid shots, giving ourselves good 

looks.  And we both got off to a great start, we both holed about an 18-, 20-footer on the first 

hole.  So we saw balls going in the hole, saw good shots, and like you said, not so much 

competing but kind of feeding off each other.  
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