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MARK HENSBY:  Yeah, I played well.  I gave myself a lot of chances.  I hit a couple of 

wayward ones, but I haven't played in a tournament in quite some time.  You get a little 

nervy in the middle, but then kind of settled down and hit some good shots.  

 

Q.  It has been a while.  What you have been doing? 

 

MARK HENSBY:  Yeah, you know, I had some injuries and the last two years I've been 

healthy but just, you know, I missed second stage of Q School last year so that gives you 

nothing.  There's just nowhere to play.  I've played a couple mini tours here and there, but 

this is my first tournament in quite some time.  So, you know, it's good to be back. 

 

Q.  Have you been playing a lot, practicing, just waiting for the opportunity? 

 

MARK HENSBY:  Oh, yeah, for sure.  I've been doing a lot of practice, but that's not even 

close to what you deal with out here, you know?  I mean, obviously you can hit all the balls 

you want but unfortunately that doesn't transfer out here.  You've got to play.  I think you see 

the best players in the world, when they take time off, they're a little rusty.  Well, take two 

years off, it's tough.  But as I said, I felt like I've been playing all right, but just haven't been 

able to play anywhere. 

 

Q.  What happened early in the round that led you to think maybe you had a good one 

coming? 

 

MARK HENSBY:  Well, I think my playing partner, Robby, was playing so well and we just 

kind of started feeding a little bit off each other.  I think a lot of people kind of say that on TV, 

the commentators, but he was hitting some good shots and I just -- you know, I haven't had 

many chances to play so I really tried to give it all today. 

 

Q.  Hole 9 gave guys a lot of trouble it looked like, but you were able to make birdie 

there.  What did you think of it? 

 

MARK HENSBY:  To be honest, 9 was -- I hit a 3-wood off the tee and I couldn't believe 

how far it went up there, so I could see how guys were driving it in that bunker when they 

were trying to come up short of it.  And then the second shot, you know, the ball's going so 

far out here right now, I went one club less and I hit it perfect.  There's a lot of guesswork 

right now when the ball's going that far and you're uphill and so on.  But yeah, it's one of 

those holes.  There's a few holes out here that if you don't hit it in the right areas, and some 

areas you can hit it in, you've got to lay back and that's -- and the par 3s are tricky too. 

 

Q.  How much satisfaction do you take in being able to have this sort of round after 

the time off? 
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MARK HENSBY:  Oh, a lot.  I mean, you're always sitting back hoping you get an 

opportunity to contend in any tournament, let alone -- I mean, it's just -- yeah, it's great.  I 

always feel like I belonged out here, but boy, I've proven I've belonged out here.  I played 

Presidents Cup and all that sort of stuff, but you've got to prove yourself every year.  As I 

said, I went through injuries.  I'm obviously happy where I am.  It's only two days in, we've 

got two to go, so hopefully I can keep up the good play. 

 

Q.  What were some of the injuries? 

 

MARK HENSBY:  I had three shoulder surgeries, I had a hip injury and a foot injury in '06, 

and then I had surgeries from '09 to about '12.  Yeah, so -- 

 

Q.  Rotator cuff? 

 

MARK HENSBY:  Rotator cuff, yeah. 

 

Q.  Which one? 

 

MARK HENSBY:  Right one.  And the last two surgeries weren't so much repairing 

anything, I had so much scar tissue, they had to go back in and break it all out and fix it and 

it still wasn't right.  In between I was trying to get back and play, but anyhow, it was a long 

process.  I've been healthy, pretty much healthy for the last two years, but as I said, 

nowhere to play. 

 

Q.  Have you been doing anything on the side besides golf? 

 

MARK HENSBY:  No, no.  I probably should be.  I haven't made a cent in like four years, 

but that's okay.  I mean, my dream is to play golf, and whether it's on the PGA TOUR.  I 

went over to European Q School and didn't make it through the finals there but made the 

cut, but that doesn't give you much.  I went over there in '05 so I could always play the 

Scandinavian Masters.  It's just hard, you've just got to play good.  There's just no avenue 

anymore.  You have to play good when you get the opportunity and it's hard to get on tour 

now. 

 

Q.  When you were hurt, did you watch much golf or did you get away from it? 

 

MARK HENSBY:  I got away from it.  I really haven't watched much up to the last year 

watching Jordan Spieth doing what he's been doing.  How could you not watch that?  So 

probably the last year I've been watching, just watching because it's been entertaining. 
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