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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  ERIK COMPTON      
Wednesday, July 15, 2015       
 
 

MODERATOR:  Erik Compton, thanks for joining us for a few minutes.  You've had a 

chance to see the golf course. being here for the first ever at the Barbasol Championship. 

 

ERIK COMPTON:  Yeah, I'm very impressed with the golf course.  I actually played this 

course in college when we had, I think it was national championship or regionals.  I'm trying 

to put my mind around it because some of the holes seem familiar.  But the golf course is in 

great shape, and for an opposite field event I was very impressed with how the course is.  

It's definitely, you know, somebody who's playing very well and hitting the ball solid is going 

to have a good week here.  It's definitely a test of physical fitness, a lot like the U.S. Open.  I 

think there's a lot of long holes in between, you know, you have to walk a lot.  And we're in 

the dead of summer now, so it's very hot.  You have to be in good shape. 

 

MODERATOR:  How are you as far as competence with the game, what do you feel most 

comfortable with as you're heading into the week?  

 

ERIK COMPTON:  Yeah, part of the reason why I'm playing right now in an opposite field 

event, because I feel like I've been playing very well, not really getting the results on paper 

but I've been playing really well, so I want to continue to play.  I feel I have a good chance to 

win a tournament soon, I just have to have a little more luck on the greens, you know, and 

make a few more of those putts.  Statistically I'm driving the ball better now and hitting my 

irons closer than when I was playing my best last year, so you just have to be patient.  

 

Q.  Playing the course, anything that sticks out to you that people are going to do 

really well or be really mindful of the next four days? 

 

ERIK COMPTON:  I think the sections on the greens, there's a lot of, like most of the greens 

have three or four quadrants so you have to play aggressive to those quadrants, and don't 

short-side yourself.  I think the greens are in phenomenal shape and they're pretty firm right 

now and receptive, so you've got to have a tidy short game.  Playing Bermuda greens can 

be difficult for some guys especially after we come off of three or four courses we've been 

playing bent greens.  Just got to get the read and the speed and be on the right side.  It's 

definitely a second shot golf course.  I think the fairways are pretty generous and the rough's 

not as high.  But, you know, there's a lot of elevation change and things, you have to be 

precise with that. 

 

Q.  With the health issues that you and your family have faced, just being able to be in 

a position to play golf and be here and everything, just talk about all of that. 

 

ERIK COMPTON:  Yeah, I mean, you know, the health, my health story's always a bigger 

story than the golf.  It's always a work in progress each week, brings different venues and 

just being able to get in contact with so many people that have health issues and people 
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who have had transplants, people who have heart surgeries or different kinds of things.  So 

I'm well aware that it's always a story regardless of whether I'm playing good or bad.   

 

So I have to keep my head held up high and be proud of what I've been able to do and 

accomplish.  I'm my own worst critic, but I'm very proud of the fact that I'm able to play 

professional golf and have been out here for my fourth year consistently with everything that 

I've gone through.  So just, you know, my biggest dream is to continue playing out here and 

to win out here.  You know, it's not easy on guys that are regular tour pros to play the 

schedules that we have.  We're all fighting, a lot of guys that are playing this week are 

fighting to keep their card.  I'm in that situation where I have my back against the wall a little 

bit, but I'm here because I feel like I have a good chance to win a tournament.  You know, a 

few of us are not in the British Open this week so it's a great opportunity to play at a great 

tournament in a great town and to have a chance to win. 

 

Q.  What you said about guys fighting out here, guys are fighting for their tour cards 

and everything, does it bring a little bit different energy when you have guys playing 

over at the British Open and these guys are really -- it's kind of in a different fight 

when you're playing for your card, trying to keep your card, does that bring a different 

level of competition to the field? 

 

ERIK COMPTON:  Well, I mean, I still think that the field is a strong field.  We have a lot of 

young guys that are playing well and journeyman players that are here.  Obviously you'll 

have some veterans and guys that are getting chances to play this week that haven't played 

in a while, so it's always nice to see those guys.   

 

This is an interesting venue because it's very hot and because of the length of the golf 

course and the walking, there's a lot of factors that build into this.  So I would look for 

somebody who's -- I would like to think I'm healthy and I can play at a high level and I can do 

that, but I can see that a young guy who's in great shape would play here and be an 

upcoming star.  This is a platform for so many different stories.  For me, I've had obviously 

my story and I'm here because I'm a transplant recipient and also because I've been out 

here for a while and had some success.  But, you know, for me to be able to have a chance 

to play here and to win would be a great story and would be a great boost for my career.  I 

have not won yet.  So you have a lot of guys looking for their first win and it would be great 

to have it done here at this tournament. 

 

MODERATOR:  Well, Erik, as always, we appreciate your time.  Best of luck this week. 
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