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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  BOO WEEKLEY      
Tuesday, July 14, 2015       
 
 

MODERATOR:  Boo, three-time winner on the PGA TOUR, welcome to the Barbasol 

Championship.  Coming into the week with five Top 10 finishes so far on the season and 

No. 62 in the FedEx Cup standings.  You mentioned before we started that you 

played -- been out here a long time back and you had some thoughts on the course so I 

wanted to turn it over to you. 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  The course, it's in excellent shape.  It's a Robert Trent Jones course, it's 

just a hard one.  The way they've got the greens, got so many tiers and ridges in it, different 

little plateaus that you've got to be kind of decisive where you're hitting it at.  It all depends if 

they speed the greens up or if they slow them down how it's really going to play out.  I mean, 

it's a great layout from tee to green, but it's just when you get on the green what's going to 

make the difference. 

 

MODERATOR:  I know you have kind of ties somewhat to the area and you do a lot of 

hunting in the area.  You're from not too far from here.  Is there a certain comfort level that 

you bring into a week like this, a little more relaxed and kind of helps you play better?  

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  Yeah, I mean, I hope it does.  I mean, I'm an Alabama fan by heart, but 

my second team would have to be Auburn because I have a lot of family from Alabama, a lot 

of cousins that are Auburn fans.  To be able to come up here close to the house, like I said, 

it's three hours.  To be able to come up here and play and I've got a lot of family that's 

coming up and a lot of friends that live just north of here or live right around here, too.  To be 

able to come out and play and have them supporting me, I feel like we've got a pretty good 

chance.  I'm starting to play good again, starting to feel good over it.  Just like I said, just all 

depends how that putter works this week with what they do out there. 

 

MODERATOR:  We'll take a few questions. 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  I don't think there's any questions.  We've got one. 

 

Q.  I know you're a southerner already so you're kind of used to the weather out here, 

but talk about some of the things you do maybe to prepare.  This is some pretty 

intense heat and humidity that you'll be spending a lot of time in.  What's your 

regimen to prepare for days like this?  

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  Make sure you don't drink too many beers the night before.  (Laughter.)  

No, you know, try to -- when you get like at night, you know, you try to drink a lot of water, 

keep yourself hydrated, and while you play you try to drink a lot of water and a lot of 

Powerade.  You've got to switch it up a little bit to help get some electrolytes in you and try 

to put a little bit of salt in you.  That's something I have learned, I'm a kind of heavy-set guy, 

so got to have a little extra salt there to keep me from drying up. 
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Q.  Are there similarities between hunting and playing golf?  I know it's sort of 

one-on-one, you against the golf course sort of thing.  Do you see any other 

similarities?  

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  Yeah, there's a lot.  I mean, I think why I love hunting so much is so I can 

be able to kind of be patient.  You learn to be patient when you're hunting and you've kind of 

got to do the same thing when you're playing golf.  You get a little mad out there and you get 

frustrated, and same thing when you're deer hunting.  You know, if you miss a deer with a 

bow, you get frustrated, aggravated.  At the same time it's relaxing, believe it or not.  Getting 

to come out and play practice rounds and enjoy actually what I do for a living compared to 

the four days when it's time to crunch down.  You know, if you're not playing good or even if 

you are playing good, kind of like you're in the grind moment all the way around.  Then you 

get them three days off to chill out and kind of relax.  Kind of the same thing with hunting, 

you know.  I relate it back to that.  To me, that's one of the greatest things we have in 

America is to be able to go hunt and fish, you know, in the woods. 

 

Q.  You mentioned you're an Alabama fan.  There's an Alabama golfer in the field this 

week in Robby Shelton.  Have you had a chance to watch him play and what do you 

think about his game?  

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  I haven't gotten to watch him play.  I think there's a couple of them 

around who's playing this week, ain't there? 

 

Q.  A couple from Auburn.  I think Robby's the only one from Alabama. 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  Okay.  I haven't -- my thing is I don't keep up with golf; I just play it to pay 

for my other sports I like to do.  So, I mean, I wish him the best.  I wish everybody out here 

the best.  That's the whole key.  I think it's great that we have a golf tournament in the state 

of Alabama.  It's big for our -- you know, for the state and maybe for this community.  I hope 

it's a place that we can keep coming back and playing.  I mean, I enjoy coming up here.  It's 

been a long time.  Like I said, I used to play mini tours and we had a couple mini tour events 

at the Links course and I had a couple buddies that worked out at The Athletic Club and 

Moores Mill.  To be able to come out and play, come to see them guys that I don't get to see 

them very often, to me it's exciting, brings back old memories. 

 

Q.  What's your best hunting story around these parts? 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  I killed the biggest buck of my life in Hertzberg just south of here with the 

Realtree guys, one of my sponsors.  They're out of Columbus, Georgia, so we get to hang 

out with them a little bit this week maybe.  That's my biggest buck I've ever killed, and my 

wife killed her biggest buck.  Mine scored 152 inches and hers scored 140. 

 

Q.  I know a lot of athletes like to prepare for events like this in different ways.  Do you 

have like a favorite song or a meal that you like to eat or listen to before you head into 
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an event like this? 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  Whatever pops in my head, and that's scary.  I listen to all of it.  I listen to 

from the '70s to country to rap to everything that you can think of.  Eating wise, I ain't get this 

big by just watching it, you know.  I eat about anything.  I prefer fish or deer meat, all 

depends. 

 

Q.  You mentioned if you can get your putter worked out you have a lot more 

confidence this week.  What is it you're bringing into, what part of your game are you 

feeling good about heading into the week? 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  I mean, I've been off for three weeks, so I'm kind of rested.  I played John 

Deere last week.  I didn't pick a club up for three weeks and just show up at John Deere and 

make the cut, which I wasn't expecting to make the cut.  I just tried to put in a little reps 

before I came here.  It was kind of funny, I get here and I was like, you know, I didn't really 

hit it too bad last week, it was just the ground was so soft.  Taking big divots, and I hit down 

on the ball so much, I'm like 2 degrees down on it, so it kind of made it hard for me to 

actually compress the ball like I'm used to doing.  And then get here, as soon as we got to 

the range I'm like, holy cow, this feels like I actually can play golf again compared to last 

week.  To me, that makes it exciting because I'm starting -- like I said, I hit my irons good 

last week, just I was hitting down so much I couldn't tell how it was flying, how far it was 

going.  Come out here and we played nine today, this morning, and I hit a lot of good shots 

to different parts of the tiers that we were trying to work on, you know, just seeing, hey, is 

this thing going to fly this far It's hot here, the ball does fly a little more when it gets hot.  It 

was fun to watch a ball actually hit a tee shot down the fairway and it rolled more than three 

steps, so that was something exciting to do.  But it's a good golf course. 

 

Q.  With you having played just a little bit here, what do you think are going to be 

some of the keys to be successful this week? 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  It's all going to go back to how they set the course up, the PGA does.  I 

mean, all the Robert Trent Jones, like we go back to what we said earlier, you got so many 

different tiers in these greens, just kind of depends on where they set them up at and how 

they keep the greens at the speed that they keep them.  Because you ain't going to hit every 

tee shot perfect, so you're going to be hitting some shots out of the rough.  And then if 

they've got the pin on the front and you pick a flyer out of that rough, you're going to be in 

the back of the green and next thing you know you've got a 40-, 50-footer and looks like 

you've got to putt it up and over a bus or a cow or something, so it's going to be kind of 

tough.  There's going to be somebody that's going to shoot a couple low numbers, but at the 

same time, I mean, sooner or later it's going to catch a reality wheel out here because these 

greens, they tricky.  

 

Q.  With you and your wife, was that on the same trip and how long ago was that? 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  I want to say it was two years ago.  I think that's when it was.  Yeah, it 
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was -- it might have been last year.  I don't know, all this junk runs together.  It wasn't last 

year because I didn't go nowhere last year, I was in Australia, so it was two years ago.  And 

it was on the same trip, me and my wife down in Hertzberg.  

 

Q.  Shot gun? 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  Rifle.  Yeah, wasn't going to bring a bow up because she don't like that 

bow hunting.  We brought rifles so she can shoot one. 

 

Q.  How far of a shot? 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  I don't know how far hers was.  Hers was probably, I don't know, about 

125 yards, yeah.  She can shoot now.  She ain't one of the ones I want to mess with, 

wanting to get silly and do something stupid.  She ain't going to be none of this wake up with 

a knife; she going to wake up and get going down the road and shoot you. 

 

Q.  Is she a better shot than you? 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  It all depends on what we're shooting.  Yeah, she's pretty good.  I mean, I 

give her that.  I've seen her -- I've seen her shot something running that I'm going ain't no 

way in the world she can shoot that deer running, and sure enough she shoots it.  It's 

impressive. 

 

MODERATOR:  Well, Boo, as always, we appreciate your time.  Hope to see a lot of you in 

here. 

 

BOO WEEKLEY:  Yes, sir, thank you all. 
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