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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  DAVID TOMS      
Tuesday, July 14, 2015       
 
 
 

MODERATOR:  We would like to welcome David Toms.  David, you just got done playing 

the course.  Do you want to kind of talk about the conditions out there and then any -- if 

you've played here before at this specific course or anywhere along the Golf Trail, maybe 

give us a little history of that. 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Okay.  Yeah, I just got off the golf course.  It's in very nice shape.  Tees all 

the way through the greens, I was very surprised.  I actually played here on Sunday as well 

and just a really solid golf course.  Reminds me a little bit of when we used to play over in 

Callaway Gardens, just a good, you know, Bermuda golf course tee to green, something I 

grew up on so I feel very comfortable with that. 

 

I can't remember playing any of the other Trail golf courses.  Played a lot in this area and 

around Alabama, but I've never -- well, I don't remember playing any of the other Trail golf 

courses, but I know it's been quite a successful venture and a lot of good golf courses on the 

Trail.  Talked to some players that played some of the other ones and I think the bottom line 

is most of them say they're pretty big, strong golf courses where you really have to play well 

to score well. 

 

MODERATOR:  Also, you're from LSU.  This is obviously SEC territory.  I'll let them talk 

about all the football talk, but just a little bit about kind of being a semi home game, it's not 

too far of a travel from home.  That's always nice to have, especially a new event on the 

schedule. 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, when I saw when this event was planned and I knew that if I wasn't in 

the British Open I was going to come here and play just because we really don't have that 

many tournaments in what I call the south, you know, an area that I'm familiar with.  I've had 

a lot of success in this area.  Like I said, I won the tournament at Callaway Gardens, I've 

won in Atlanta before, played well other places around the southeast.  It's a tournament I 

was looking forward to playing and getting here and seeing the golf course.  I feel like I can 

play well on it, so I look forward to a good week. 

 

Q.  You said you played here Sunday.  What do you think are going to be keys or what 

did you think was maybe especially difficult that's going to be hard for players this 

week? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Well, today what really stood out, we had a little bit of a breeze blowing 

today, thank goodness because it's pretty hot, but the par 3s were very difficult today.  In 

fact, playing on Sunday I didn't have any wind so I didn't pay attention to which way the 

holes were playing, what direction.  We got out there today, every par 3 today was into a 

pretty strong wind, which I can't remember playing a golf course where all the par 3s 
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basically go the same direction, so I thought that was interesting.  Today with the wind that 

we had, they played very difficult.  So if it stays like that with that wind direction, I would say 

the par 3s are really the key to scoring on the golf course because they're very difficult 

holes.  

 

Q.  What is your advice for players coming into this tournament, a lot of people at the 

British Open, a chance to get a tour win and a lot of people come for that opportunity.  

What would you say to some of the younger players heading into this week? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Well, I mean, for some of those guys it's a week for them to position 

themselves, whether it's trying to get a Tour card for next year or securing a spot, whatever 

it might be.  It's very important for some of the younger players.  I can remember many years 

ago being in the same position and tournaments that are late in the season where guys are 

taking a week off or playing other places, to me it's a tremendous opportunity.  But still, you 

might consider it a weaker field but the winner this week is going to play great golf.  You 

might not have as many guys playing, having a great week, but still for the guy that wins he's 

going to have to play well.  So I think most people would look at this as a good opportunity to 

go out there and have a great week late in the season to secure a spot for next year. 

 

Q.  When you have a first-time event like this so it's maybe an unfamiliar course for a 

lot of the field, does that really make it anybody's game, or is this going to be if you're 

a long hitter you're going to be successful at the new event? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Number one, if you're a long hitter, you always have an advantage to me it 

seems like on the PGA TOUR.  But yeah, it does level the playing field a little bit with so 

many guys have really never been here and played the golf course, so that helps a little.  So 

maybe the local guys or guys that are from the state of Alabama that have played here, 

whether it was high school golf or college golf, whatever, I would think that they would feel 

pretty good about having a good week. 

 

I think the key is how do they set up the golf course because we really don't know.  You take 

it out there chipping and putting today thinking you'll know where the pins are going to be but 

you really don't know, so it's up to the field staff to maybe show some variety out there, how 

they set it up.  Those par 3s I was talking about earlier, maybe they move the tee boxes 

around a little bit and just see how it goes the first couple of days, see what the scoring's like 

and how the players are playing the holes.  And we can all learn from it and the tournament 

can build on that and get even stronger next year. 

 

Q.  Football time, what's your favorite LSU-Auburn game ever? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  It was that earthquake game probably.  I was in college at that time with 

Tommy Hodson and Eddie Fuller are both friends of mine that I had lunch and dinner with all 

the time.  That's probably the one that sticks out.   

 

Another one that sticks out to me is the Jamie Howard four interceptions in the second half, 
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but he's a friend of mine so I probably shouldn't bring that one up.  But just a lot of memories 

through the years and a lot of great games and it's a game that I've always enjoyed going to.  

I've been here to Auburn to games before, I try to get to all the ones that are in Baton 

Rouge, so I look forward to that being quite a test for us again this year. 

 

Q.  What's your least favorite? 

 

DAVID TOMS:  Probably the first two -- well, probably the Jamie Howard one because the 

story goes I had to play Callaway Gardens two days later and I played the Monday pro-am 

with four Auburn guys, so that was an interesting couple of days for sure.  But like I said, 

Jamie's a friend of mine and he's a great ambassador for LSU and a really good guy, so I 

think he would say I wish they would quit calling pass plays in the second half, it really 

wasn't his fault. 

 

MODERATOR:  Thanks for your time, David.  Best of luck this week. 

 

DAVID TOMS:  All right. 
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