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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   LEE JANZEN       
Friday, July 10, 2015       
 

Q.  After about I think your putt on the 15th hole, you just sort of took off there.  What 

kind of spurred that?  Your sixth hole, I guess.   

 

LEE JANZEN:  Yeah, I birdied 11, so 15 was my second birdie.  Yeah, there's a couple 

short par 4s, 14 and 15, birdie opportunities there.  I hit a good wedge shot on 14 but the 

ball just jumped a little bit.  I was right on the edge of the fairway where the first cut and the 

rough meet.  I was in the fairway, but there was a piece of grass just between my ball and 

the club and it jumped a little bit, went on the back of the green.  But I hit a good wedge shot, 

and it was basically the same exact shot the very next hole, but I was in the middle of the 

fairway, so no worries there.  So I hit a good shot and made a birdie.   

 

Par 5, I hit another good wedge shot to a tap-in.  And then 17, which is a very good par 3, I 

hit it a little long and a little left with a hybrid.  I can't remember the yardage, 225.  So it 

would have been a difficult up and down and I chipped in.  I probably would have had about 

a six- to eight-footer for par coming back had it not gone in.  So I came out of that hole 

smelling a lot better than it looked and that really helped the round, too.  So three birdies in a 

row.   

 

And then 3, another birdie.  4, I hit a good iron shot and made a birdie.  6, I knocked it on in 

two and two-putted for birdie.  And then I bogeyed 8, birdied 9.  I hit it to two and a half feet 

on 9. 

 

Q.  You've had a slightly busy summer? 

 

LEE JANZEN:  Yeah, and going here and there, too, from Florida to New York to Boston to 

Seattle to Sacramento.  Then what did I do?  Oh, Washington D.C., and then I came here. 

 

Q.  How do you find the energy for that? 

 

LEE JANZEN:  Well, you have to plan ahead and know that traveling all those weeks in a 

row, you can't go full speed all the time.  You have to take some time to find your rest time.  

So some days I just know that I can't do anything, just take it easy and do nothing one day a 

week. 

 

Q.  You literally just, what, wake up and don't leave the house? 

 

LEE JANZEN:  Yeah.  Well, I haven't been home in over a month.  There's travel days.  

Going from Sacramento to Washington, D.C., my wife had a 5:00 or something flight, so I 

was up at 3:30, so that's a long day, and then I got in about 11:00.  So the next day I just did 

laundry and worked out and just took it easy all day long.  Took a couple half days.  

Fortunately, I feel like I've got a decent idea about what I'm doing with my golf swing so I 

don't have this urgency to go to the golf course and hit a lot of balls.  I do like going to 
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practice.  I just try and be more efficient with my practice so when I do go hit balls, if I can hit 

for half hour to an hour and not screw myself up and leave there still doing what I was doing 

before I started hitting balls.  

 

Q.  Do you always fly commercial or do you ever get a jet? 

 

LEE JANZEN:  Used to have a fractional ownership a long time ago, and there's great 

benefit to that.  It's also expensive.  So we just have to plan ahead.  It's great, the 

Champions Tour with no cuts and knowing my schedule, it's a lot easier to plan ahead and 

you get better rates and you don't have to change your ticket and so on, so that helps. 

 

Q.  But this stretch has been all commercial? 

 

LEE JANZEN:  Yep. 

 

Q.  What is it about guys with ties to Austin, Minnesota, at this tournament?  I mean, 

Lehman won last year and you're off to a great start.  

 

LEE JANZEN:  Yeah, I don't even know what he shot.  Yeah, Tom Lehman, he's been a fine 

player for a long time.  So I heard good things about the course, so once I saw Tuesday as I 

walked it I really enjoyed what I saw.  Actually, it was Monday afternoon.  So I've been 

looking forward to getting the tournament started playing.  I love the old designers.  Colt, 

Alison, MacKenzie I think is, what, the original designers.  A lot of the routing and the 

bunkering I'm sure is pretty similar to what it was in the beginning.  The greens have 

probably shrunk a bit from the original design.  It will be interesting if they do any 

enhancements to the course, if they take the greens back to their original size, it would be 

really cool to see. 

 

Q.  What did you think from your U.S. Open experience?  I assume you're glad you 

went through all that? 

 

LEE JANZEN:  Yeah.  I didn't give myself much hope of even competing because I heard 

about the course, but once I saw it and played it, I felt much better about it.  I played really 

well other than two iron shots, which is disappointing because I really should have made the 

cut, and I missed a lot of putts.  If I had just paid attention a little bit better on two iron shots 

and made a few putts, I feel like I would have had a chance to at least finish Top 10. 

 

Q.  What were the two iron shots? 

 

LEE JANZEN:  6-iron on the 14th hole and I made a double, and an 8-iron on No. 1 the 

same day and I made a triple.  I hit one in the left bunker.  It wasn't that hard a bunker shot, 

there just wasn't any sand.  I hit it long and three-putt.  And the other one, I hit an 8-iron at 

the pin and I needed to hit it right of the pin, which is what I was trying to do, and it rolled 

down the hill and then I took three to get it on the green.  
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Q.  Were you hitting hybrids up there or chips?  

 

LEE JANZEN:  No, it was about a 55-yard shot.  First one I hit too good.  You didn't really 

see anybody spin a ball back and I actually flew it on top and spun it back off the green.  It 

was just one of those deals where I flipped it.  You don't ever really plan on flipping it like 

that.  You hope to every once in a while when you need to but that was ridiculous.  I tore the 

paint off the ball.  It's hard playing on that.  But I could have hit it past the pin and made a 

bogey and I at least would have had a fighting chance of making the cut after that. 
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