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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  KENNY PERRY & JERMAINE DYE  
Thursday, July 9, 2015       
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  We would like to welcome Jermaine Dye and Kenny Perry to the 

Encompass Championship media center.  Maybe just get us started, Jermaine.  This will be 

the first time you've played in this event.  What have you heard about it?  Have you had a 

chance to play this golf course before? 

 

JERMAINE DYE:  This is my first time here.  I've never played in this area at all.  It's no 

doubt a great area.  I've heard a bunch of great things about this tournament.  I know this is, 

what, the third year of this tournament and it's had great finishes.  I am really happy to be 

here and happy to get the invite and hopefully I can play well.  It's going to be fun to see 

these guys swing the club and just, you know, I grew up watching a lot of these guys.  Not to 

make you feel old. 

 

KENNY PERRY:  I'm old, that's okay. 

 

JERMAINE DYE:  So it's going to be a fun few days to play today with Kenny and then 

tomorrow and Saturday with Freddie Couples.  So I'm anxious to see what it's like being 

inside of the ropes and not being able to watch these guys on the outside.   

 

DAVE SENKO:  What's your golf background, when did you get started playing before 

you -- after you stopped playing or had you played a while before?  

 

JERMAINE DYE:  Well, I first started playing golf when I was playing in Atlanta.  So I grew 

up -- I didn't really grow up playing golf, I grew up watching golf.  My dad played golf, but I 

never really had time because I was playing football, basketball and baseball, but always 

watched it, it was always on our TV.  And I first picked up a club in Atlanta my rookie year.  I 

went out with Greg Maddux, Tom Glavine and Fred McGriff.  

 

KENNY PERRY:  And they probably got your money, too. 

 

JERMAINE DYE:  Oh, yeah, they did get my money, and gave me a lot of strokes but it 

didn't matter.  But I continued to work at it in the off-season, didn't really have time to play 

during the season.  But now that I'm retired, I go out there and I try to take one day a week 

where I can just go out and hit balls and practice a little bit.  Just love the game, it's a great 

game. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Kenny, maybe just talk about the format playing with Jermaine and amateur 

partners. 

 

KENNY PERRY:  I think it's terrific.  This event was in Tampa, then it moved to here.  I've 

always had great -- you know, I had Rick Pitino was my partner one year.  I thought that was 

fantastic, the Louisville basketball coach.  Now you get to hang out with Urlacher and 
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Jermaine Dye.  I told Jermaine earlier I didn't realize how big he was.  When I first -- you 

know, we watch -- there's plenty of golfers want to play baseball or football or whatever, and 

then all these other athletes want to play golf.  It's pretty interesting.  So the format's really 

good.  I think it's nice you get to hang out with your partner for two days.  You kind of get 

intimate with them, you get to know them a little bit where it's not like a one-day pro-am like 

the guy comes up, "Oh, I played with you 20 years ago at the Hope," or something.  I'm like, 

I'm supposed to remember this guy?  It don't work that way.  So you actually get to know the 

guys a little bit and it makes for a fun week for the pros.  

 

DAVE SENKO:  Questions? 

 

Q.  JD, how's your game, where do you play and what what's on your hat?   

 

JERMAINE DYE:  I live in San Diego, I play out of Del Mar Country Club.  My game, I'm 

around anywhere between a 5 and a 9 depending, if I don't have a double bogey on a par 5 

or a par 3.  Then, you know, it's all about making putts.  It's a tough game.  It's hard to get 

your handicap down low.  I've come to realize the short game around the greens, being able 

to get up and down.  But that's the great thing about golf.  You have this little white ball 

sitting on the ground that's not doing anything and you've got to go out there and hit it.  It's 

frustrating at times but it's fun at the same time also. 

 

Q.  What's your golf highlight?  

 

JERMAINE DYE:  My golf highlight?  I'd probably just say my golf highlight is probably being 

able to play in the celebrity championship in Tahoe two years ago.  You know, we play in all 

these celebrity tournaments and stuff all the time, but it was nothing like seeing a bunch of 

people out watching, following you, the tents.  Just the atmosphere was unbelievable.  To be 

able to calm yourself down and relax and just go out there and play and have fun was a 

different experience.  It was a different feeling, something that I hadn't felt since, you know, 

my playing days, that adrenaline.  You've got to make a putt right here.  That's what it's all 

about and that's the feeling we all want, to be able to have that feeling of I need to make this 

putt right here to put myself in position to win.  That's probably one of my favorite highlights 

of my golfing so far. 

 

Q.  Did you play all right? 

 

JERMAINE DYE:  I did good.  I actually had a respectable -- it's a Stableford format, so I 

think I was right around 40-something points and the winner was like high 50s, so it was 

respectable for my first year.  I had a lot of guys come up and say, "I can't believe you 

played that well being your first time in this situation," so it was good. 

 

Q.  Don't let Barkley give you any tips.  (Laughter.) 

 

Q.  Kenny, in drag racing, horsepower, acceleration and torque are important.  In road 

racing, handling, steering, cornering is important.  In your opinion, is North Shore 
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Country Club more NHRA or is it more Formula 1? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  You know, I would say it was more -- it's kind of a little of both actually.  

There's a few road holes out there you've got to finesse your driver to keep it in play.  But 

the par 5s, if you can really let it loose, I can take advantage of the par 5s here.  I can get on 

them in 2, use my length to my advantage.  And so I played here the last two years I finished 

3rd and 6th, so I've really had some success here.  I really enjoy playing this golf course.  So 

I would say it's a little combination of both, but mostly more NHRA than road course.  

 

Q.  Kenny, this is the last year of Encompass as a sponsor.  There's going to be a 

movement to try to keep the event in Chicago.  I guess you're hoping that happens? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Great city, great crowds.  It's devastating to us to just to lose a tournament 

and we just seem to have that -- and I can understand that, sponsorship's tough, economy's 

tough.  We're old and kind of moving out the window.  But our tour to me is so much more 

receptive to the people that sponsor us.  We're more in close with them, we're actually more 

hands on.  Where if you go to the Tour, the sponsorship has to deal with the agent and his 

entourage and it's hard to get to the player, where out here you can get to the player.   

 

And I think Chicago's a great city, it's a great venue for us to be able to come and play.  I 

love it, the city's great.  My wife loves to shop downtown, spends way too much money here.  

Great sports towns.  I like going to great sports towns because, you know, you can go to the 

Cubs game, you can go watch any kind of sport at that time of year if it's in the area and 

you're in a big city, you can go do it.  I hope they can somehow make it happen, but I can 

understand the membership here having to give up their golf course.  You've got a short 

window of golf in Chicago, you've only got a few months to play.  Then you give your golf 

course up to us for a week and then prior to it either getting prepared for it, so I'm sure the 

membership's tired of us and I can understand that. 

 

Q.  Jermaine, what is the most important golf tip you've ever received from some of 

the players you've played with? 

 

JERMAINE DYE:  Probably swing easy.  I mean, that's probably the number one thing that I 

try to incorporate in my thinking before I address the ball is nice, smooth swing.  You don't 

have to go at it hard. 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Tempo and rhythm. 

 

JERMAINE DYE:  Tempo, exactly.  It's the same thing in baseball.  I mean, I've hit some of 

my farthest home runs by barely swinging.  You have no tension is what we used to say in 

baseball, tension free.  When you do that, you'll be surprised how far you can hit the ball. 

 

Q.  Do you guys have any impressions of the town?  I'm not sure how much time you 

spend here.  

 

http://www.tee-scripts.com/


 

4 

Tee-Scripts.com 

KENNY PERRY:  I ate at a place called EJ's last night, it was tremendous.  I think it was -- it 

might not have been -- it might have been in the next town over, I'm not exactly sure what 

town it was located.  The tournament always gives us a list of good restaurants to go to, so I 

like going to not your so-called like an Apple -- Longhorn.  I like to get off the beaten trail and 

find the local hangouts and go eat at those places.  So far, so good.  

 

JERMAINE DYE:  I only flew in last night.  I do have a buddy of mine who lives in 

Northbrook, which is not too far, right?  And we went around driving, he just took me out 

from the hotel and we just went around driving toward his house and he pointed out a 

number of restaurants that are good but they look like holes in the wall.  I'm like, Those are 

the places I want to go to.  I don't want to go to the Morton's that you always go to or those 

kind of restaurants.  So these next few days I'm sure I'll hit up one of those restaurants.  

 

Q.  JD, have you been torturing yourself in watching the White Sox games this year?   

 

JERMAINE DYE:  Oh, man, every now and again.  With three kids, I'm busy, feel like a taxi 

cab driver driving all over the place to practices.  Every now and then I will catch a game.  

Yeah, they're struggling a little bit, but hopefully things will turn around after the All-Star 

break, they'll get on a good winning streak.  It's been tough, but that's just baseball.  Just got 

to grind it out to the end. 

 

Q.  It seems like the fan base is having a debate about Robin Ventura.  Where do you 

fall on that?   

 

JERMAINE DYE:  I've talked to Robin a bunch.  Robin's a low-key guy, came to the ballpark 

ready to play every day.  He's low key and it's been tough.  I mean, managers can only do 

so much; players still have to go out there and play.  He has to figure out the combination of 

a lineup to put there every day and I'm sure it's been tough on him, but I'm sure he's totally 

opposite from what Ozzie is.  So Ozzie is the fiery guy that will come in the clubhouse and 

say whatever he feels.  Sometimes that works, just depends on the kind of players you have 

and how they're going to react to it.  The team we had with Ozzie, we all reacted to it, we 

knew what he was saying and we went out there and turned it around.  If you notice Ozzie, 

he knew when to put the tension on himself.  He would say something crazy in the paper.  

Usually we were going through a tough time and then we could just relax and go out there 

and play.  Whereas Robin, he's not a real vocal guy in the clubhouse.  I mean, he's a 

laid-back manager.  I still think Robin can still get that team and turn it around and get them 

on a good track in the second half.  
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