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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  JEFF MAGGERT 
Thursday, July 9, 2015       
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  We'd like to welcome Jeff Maggert to the media center.  Jeff, coming off a 

memorable win in Sacramento at Del Paso Country Club, the U.Senior Open.  Maybe go 

back a couple weeks, talk about that win and probably, you know, it might be your biggest 

win of your career, winning the USGA event. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Definitely so.  Just when I turned 50 and got on the Champions Tour, 

obviously the U.S. Senior Open and the U.S. Senior British Open and the Senior PGA were 

definitely some tournaments I had my eyes on.  My game held together pretty well over 25 

years on the regular tour, so I felt good coming out here on the Champions Tour.  This is 

kind of my first full year on the Champions Tour.  Last year I split time between both tours.  

But was looking forward to this year and playing a full schedule and got off to a pretty good 

start.  I played well in the Regions tournament, was able to win there, and then just kept my 

game pretty consistent all year.  And U.S. Open-style golf courses, there's something I've 

always played well on.  Certainly Del Paso was old-style U.S. Open-style of golf so I felt 

really comfortable there and felt like I had an excellent chance to win at the beginning of the 

week. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What's been working for you, anything in particular you've been pleased 

with this year? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Just everything's been pretty solid.  I would say the tournaments that I 

haven't played well, everything's just been a little bit off, not terribly off.  But then the weeks 

that I've played well, just driving the ball well, hitting the ball well and putting well.  You 

know, anytime you're going to contend in a tournament, you've got to be putting well and 

making putts, so that's usually the thing that kind of carries you over.   

 

Certainly putted well at Del Paso, and also U.S. Open-style courses, driving the ball in the 

fairway is a huge premium, so I did that very well that week.  Driving and putting and good 

iron play, combination, did everything. 

 

Q.  When you talked to your fellow Champions Tour, I'm sure you're aware of this, that 

this is the last year for Encompass, it might be the last year for the golf course.  Is 

there a little bit of kind of a bummer?  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, this is my first time at the Encompass.  It's been a great week so 

far and it's kind of sad to see them going after this week.  I know they've been a good 

sponsor here for a number of years.  I guess they started in Tampa and then moved up 

here.  But this is an awesome golf course.  Played the golf course on Tuesday.  I don't 

remember much of it from the 1983 U.S. Amateur, it was kind of a short week for me and I 

think the other host club was maybe Skokie Country Club.  With the stroke play, I played one 

round there, one round here and I think I lost in the first round, so I wasn't here very long.  
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But anyway, great old-style golf course here as well, a little bit U.S. Open-ish as well. 

 

Q.  And Chicago is a good place to visit?  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Oh, for sure.  Played a lot of Western Opens here on the regular tour out 

at Cog Hill and always enjoyed coming here with my family.  It seemed like it was always 

right around that Fourth of July week and so it was always a tournament my kids loved to 

come to.  Spent a lot of tournaments here. 

 

Q.  Jeff, 170 miles away from here in the same state of Illinois this week there's 

another tournament going on, John Deere Classic, and they offer a lot of special 

incentives to draw a good field.  Are there any special incentives for Jeff Maggert to 

come to Encompass in Glenview, Illinois? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Well, I'm just enjoying making the transition to the Champions Tour.  The 

golf course is a great golf course here.  I've said many times, the guys on this tour, you 

know, we've done our accolades and whatever on the regular tour and we're out here 

because we're still very competitive, we like to win.  I think when people come out and watch 

the guys on this tour, you can see the level of golf that they can still play.  We don't drive the 

ball as far as some of the younger kids.  It's a pleasure to come out here and compete 

again.  I still say these guys are the best players in the world obviously in our age bracket, 

but it would be interesting to play a course a little bit shorter week in and week out on the 

regular tour, and I guarantee a lot of these guys in their early to late 50s could hold their own 

in a regular tour event.  The young kids just hit it so far and they're pushing the golf courses 

back to 7,400, 7,500, 7,600 yards, it makes it pretty difficult for short hitters like me. 

 

Q.  Are there more differences or more similarities between Del Paso and North Shore 

Country Club?  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Definitely more similarities.  If you grew the rough up here to U.S. Open 

caliber rough four, five, six inches, this would be a very, very challenging golf course.  The 

greens are a little soft.  We had some rain earlier in the week so they wouldn't be as firm as 

U.S. Open, but if you firm the greens up a little bit, it would be tough to shoot par around this 

course. 

 

Q.  Anything about Jordan Spieth headed out to St. Andrews next week?  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Obviously he's the favorite.  I think the maturity that he's shown at such a 

young age at just handling everything that goes with winning two majors in a row and being 

21, 22 years old, I'm not sure how old he is now.  21, yeah.  Just amazing.  He's playing like 

he's got the maturity of a 30-, 35-year old right now, which is good to see.  I expect him to do 

great things over his career.   

 

DAVE SENKO:  Jeff, you're going to go to the Senior British this year.  Do you have any 

memories, special memories of playing n The Open Championship stand out?  
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JEFF MAGGERT:  I've always loved going to the British Open, had some pretty good 

events there over the years but always enjoyed the links-style golf courses.  Difficult, 

challenging, much different than what we see in America, so that was always fun.  Just kind 

of being around the history of golf; obviously golf got its start in that part of the world.  So a 

little bit of everything and looking forward to getting back over.  I haven't played a British 

Open in a number of years.  I can't think the last time I was over there, 2006, 7, 8, 

somewhere in that time frame, so it's been a while. 

 

Q.  You never played Sunningdale?   

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Never played Sunningdale, no. 

 

Q.  Jeff, when you played here on Tuesday it was pretty chilly and windy and today's 

not really, really hot.  Does this cool weather suit Jeff Maggert?    

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Oh, it feels great.  We've come from some very warm events, especially 

Sacramento, we were triple digits a few days.  The cool weather's fine.  It was very windy on 

Tuesday and the course was pretty challenging, but yeah, this is a good change of pace.  

I've been here in Chicago when it's upper 90s, close to 100 this time of year, so I know it can 

change quickly.  
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