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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:  RUSS COCHRAN 
Friday, June 12, 2015       
 
 

MICHAEL BALIKER:  We have Russ Cochran in the interview room.  Russ, you shot 65 

today.  Talk through your round a little bit and go through your birdies on the day. 

 

RUSS COCHRAN:  Okay.  You know, the round was pretty solid round.  With me, kind of 

where I am with my game, I felt like I needed a good round.  I haven't played very well, at 

least to my liking.  Been very shaky with the putter and kind of finished the round off a little 

bit that way.  But through the most part of the day I felt very comfortable and made a lot of 

nice putts and played very well.   

 

So started off on 1, was just barely in the left cut there, left rough, hit a 5-iron in there about 

maybe five feet and made that for birdie.  Then missed about a 10-footer on 2.  I guess 3, 

what do I do?  Birdied 3, I guess, hmm?  I can't remember.  I think I hit -- trying to think.  I 

get them all confused out there.  Help me out.   

 

It was a hell of a birdie, boys.  That's all I remember. (Laughter.)  

 

The fourth one I hit it just in the left rough, had to lay up with an 8-iron and then hit a sand 

wedge in there close to maybe a couple feet and made that; maybe three feet, made that.  

And then what did we do next there?  Skip down to 7, hit in there about 10 feet left of the 

hole, made that.  No. 8 I hit it about 10 feet short of the hole.  Hit an 8-iron on both those 

shots, played them kind of conservatively.  There's so many holes out here that you can take 

a lot of club and push it up in the neck and hit sand wedge or wedge or whatever if you're 

feeling good, or you can play it a little more conservatively, lay back a little bit and then try to 

chip away at it with your irons.  So I did a little bit of both.  Those two holes I kind of laid back 

a little bit and it seemed to work out. 

 

Missed an opportunity on 9 there.  Then came back on 10 and hit it about a foot and a half 

on 10 with a pitching wedge.  Missed a short putt on 11 and then came back and made 

about a 15-foot putt on No. 12.  You know, played pretty good, hit it in there close.  I guess it 

was 14 I hit it about three feet and missed it.  And then 16, 16's a very difficult hole.  I laid 

back and I hit a 5-iron, kind of a weak 5-iron to the left fringe and rolled it up there about two 

and a half feet, three feet and missed that.  Was kind of disappointed.  And then 17 I drove it 

in the fairway.  You feel like if you drive it in the fairway, you ought to have a pretty good 

chance to birdie, but I hit it just left of the green and couldn't get it up and down.   

 

All in all, it felt great to play well.  Haven't been playing all that well and right now I would say 

my game, I'm just trying to get that belief back in my game and hoping to just keep moving 

forward.  Know when I get things under control and when I get that game freed up a little bit, 

I've got a chance to win.  It's been a little while, so that's kind of the hope I'm trending in the 

right direction and hope I can continue to do that.  I know a victory won't be too far down the 

line. 
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Q.  Russ, kind of sounds like based on your recent scores and your recent finishes, 

not that maybe today's round jumped up and surprised you, but what kind of 

triggered it?  Did you see any signs that this round was coming? 

 

RUSS COCHRAN:  I've been playing a little bit better.  And like I said, I've been shaky with 

the putter and that undermines your confidence in your round, but at the same time I'm 

starting to piece together a little bit better finishes.  I finished well in the weekend in Indiana 

in the PGA.  Last week, last week I played all right and had a pretty good solid last day, got 

a little streaky.  That's when I know I'm starting to play good, when I get a little streakier.  Still 

making too many weak strokes and I've got to get that under control, but I've made a lot, too.  

That's kind of the way it goes.  Like I said, there are guys that come out of nowhere and their 

game comes out of nowhere.  I'm not necessarily that guy.  I'm kind of the guy who sees a 

few signs.  You know, the last three or four weeks have seen some signs of better play and 

it turned into a good round today. 

 

Q.  Anything specific, ball striking or just putting well? 

 

RUSS COCHRAN:  You know, I hit it pretty well the last couple days.  Yesterday was really 

key.  Anybody that played in the afternoon yesterday, it was a brutal wind day.  The wind 

jumped around so much, as much as any round of golf really I've ever played.  I don't know 

of anyone who got the wind right all day.  It made you look foolish on the greens and 

obviously clubs into the greens.  So yesterday playing a good solid round and hanging in 

there and then finishing well with an eagle on 17, that gave me confidence, I think.  And then 

to kind of -- today the course felt, to be honest with you, a lot easier after playing yesterday 

in the wind. 

 

Q.  Russ, some of the guys are thinking that the pins will be a little bit dicier tomorrow 

or on the weekend, I should say tomorrow and Sunday.  How do you feel about that, 

do you think so?  Do you think there was a little bit more room to make putts today?  

 

RUSS COCHRAN:  Yeah, I think so.  You know, here's the thing:  These greens, you start 

looking at possible pin placements and they could do anything they wanted to do.  This 

being the first time we've played here, I would think that they would err on the stable side of 

a solid pin versus taking too many chances with the pin.  But that being said, there are all 

kinds of little tiers and slopes and everything, so very difficult.   

 

The one thing is the greens are receiving the ball well, and any time they're receiving the ball 

well you can get a little tougher with the pins.  So I do expect it will be tougher.  We'll see 

what the conditions do.  I think we're expecting rain the last I saw, so it's just going to be one 

of those deals where you take your chances when you get -- when you feel comfortable and 

you get the green light.  Otherwise you're trying to make a lot of good solid pars and go from 

there. 
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