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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  COLIN MONTGOMERIE 
Thursday, June 11, 2015       
 
 

MODERATOR:  First off, welcome Colin Montgomerie back into the interview room here at 

the Constellation SENIOR PLAYERS. 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Thank you. 

 

MODERATOR:  Good round, 3-under 68, once again in contention at another major 

championship on the Champions Tour.  If you want to just take us through your round.  Very 

clean card, bogey-free.   

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, bogey-free, that's the main thing, and obviously if you are 

bogey-free 'round there today in the wind and the way the course is set up, you're obviously 

doing nothing much wrong really.  So bogey-free was good today.  Had a couple of 

opportunities to drops shots and managed to hole a couple of putts at the right time.  

Momentum putts, one at 10 and one at 11 especially, and then you birdie 12.  So instead of 

playing those holes in 2-over, you play them in 1-under.  It's a big, big difference momentum 

going there.  But three birdies were no big massive putts, just I birdied 7 from about 10 foot, I 

birdied 12 from -- a good 6-iron in there par 3 to about four foot, and I birdied -- what else did 

I birdie? 

 

MODERATOR:  14. 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  14, that was about four, five feet as well.  So distance control was 

good today and played very safely and so I had to be done.  Four-round event, got to be 

more patient in four-round events than you do in three.  Three's more of a marathon, this is a 

sprint -- rather, this is more of a marathon so you've got to be patient.  You can't win it today, 

you can only lose it and certainly haven't done that.  So in contention, as you say, and 

looking forward now to the rest of the week.  It's another practice round around the course 

because it is quite fiddly, you've got to know your ways around this golf course and I'm glad 

I've got this first round under my belt.   

 

Flying back and forth across the Atlantic, it's taken more out of me now and the jetlag kicks 

in a couple of days after you've been, so I should be okay.  I was up wide awake at 2:00, 

3:00, 4:00.  The clock goes backward at night when you don't sleep, it goes backward.  It 

never seems to go forward.  You have a little sleep and you wake up and you think God, that 

was five minutes, golly.  Anyway, never mind. 

 

Q.  Colin, what is the biggest adjustment going from the three-day to the four-day 

tournament? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Patience, patience.  The three-day tournaments, you have to get 

off to a great start because you know there's only two days left.  The four-day ones I do 
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prefer.  That was most of my career, of course, was based on four-round events.  I've got to 

learn to be more patient in these than the three-rounders.  So yeah, look forward to having a 

good start here and then hopefully progressing forward from here. 

 

Q.  You played kind of a safe round of golf.  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I did indeed. 

 

Q.  This kind of course with some blind tee shots, with some challenging greens, do 

you almost find yourself playing defense on a course like this or do you have to kind 

of pick your spots where you hit the gas? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Oh, very much.  You have to be very careful of certain holes 

where the pin position dictates that you've got to be in the middle of the green to putt into the 

corners.  If you start attacking these pins, you could be in trouble.  The one saving grace out 

there now are the greens are quite soft, and with the greens being soft allows you to go for 

the pin slightly more than you would normally.  If these greens were firm, you would find 

nobody under par today.  The greens are relatively soft so that's allowing scoring to be 

under par. 

 

Q.  Is this the kind of course that it's going to take a little while to feel comfortable out 

there? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, I do, yeah, I'm not quite comfortable yet.  I am defending a 

little bit, you're right.  You play defense a wee bit around here and you've got to position your 

ball and it's playing chess with the course sort of thing.  It's very difficult out there.  The wind 

is swirling, sometimes it's gusting to 20 miles an hour out there today.  So it is very difficult, 

very challenging and I'm surprised how good the scoring is actually.  The scoring's very 

good, very good.  There's a number of people, I think there's almost 20 people under par, 

which is very good scoring around out there today. 

 

Q.  Because more so the wind or the course? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  It's a very.  It's a challenging golf course anyway and then you 

add a swirling wind in there and it becomes ever more so.  

 

Q.  Coca-Cola's good as well, looks fantastic.  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Looks like Coors Light, doesn't it?  I just wish it tasted as good as 

Coors Light.  I have to say I probably just got fined because I'm talking about drink.  Sorry, 

I'm not allowed to do that, am I?  

 

MODERATOR:  Do you want to take us through the clubs you hit on 4 and 14 into those, 

take us through those?  
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COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  4, yes.  The par -- sorry, the par 5 4th?  

 

MODERATOR:  Sorry no. 7. 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  No. 7, sorry.  A 3-wood, wedge up there, that was a birdie.  And 

the 12th was a 6-iron, 163 or something 6-iron so it shows how windy it was and gusty it 

was, and that's taking 20 yards off that 6-iron.  And the 14th was a driver, wedge to about 

five foot, as I say, four or five foot.  I didn't hole any long putts but I didn't miss any real sort 

of makeable ones, which was fortunate.  That's why there's no bogeys on the card today. 

 

Q.  You mentioned fighting some jetlag.  When did you fly here, and is it tougher for 

you to go from here to there or from home to here?  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  It's actually much easier coming this way.  Flying west in the 

world is much easier than flying east.  Flying east you can always double the jetlag situation.  

So flying west is okay, it's just a long day, especially at Logan Airport when you sit in 

immigration for three hours trying to get into the place.  We were actually held on the plane 

for half an hour because immigration was full, there were about four or five jumbos ahead of 

us so the immigration was full.  Actually held on the plane that was the first time it's ever 

happened in my life.  That was Monday evening, it almost became Tuesday morning.  I was 

pushing it, yeah, yeah.  It was that late, it was almost early. 

 

Q.  At this point in your career, you're a regular on the Champions Tour, you're over 

here in the States to get as many wins on your resume before you call it a career or 

are you over here for this it's a nice paycheck in this tournament but a lot of them are 

$200,000 to $400,000.  So is it the money or is it the wins?   

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  It's the competition, so really that answers both your questions 

really.  It's the competition.  I love competing.  I'm a competitor and always have been.  I 

love the competition out here.  The competition is very high and so I love competing against 

people that we've competed against over the last 30 years.  So I love the competition.  So 

with that, if I do do well, I could win, and therefore winning brings its own rewards.  So yeah, 

50 years old, most people work in the world at 50 years old.  There's very few of us are able 

to retire at 50 and I'm no different.  So winning brings its own rewards, but it's the 

competition that I love to compete, I love the one-on-one competition, I love to try and beat 

the rest of them and they're trying to beat me. 

 

Q.  Do you have any extra motivation for these majors that are --  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Not particularly, no, no, no.  I'm competitive playing chess with 

my daughter, yeah.  I'm as competitive in that as I am here.  So yeah, I'm just competitive.  

But I'm actually enjoying it.  I'm thoroughly enjoying it over here.  The spectators have 

embraced me over here and I feel I'm embracing them as well.  It's working great and I really 

am enjoying it and I think that's why I'm doing well, because I'm enjoying what I'm doing. 
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Q.  Are you going to play most of the events coming up?  There's quite a stretch 

coming in now.  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, there is.  I'm off to Chambers Bay next week to play in the 

U.S. Open and then I've got the U.S. Senior U.S. Open that I'm defending.  Then I go home 

for a while, home for the whole of July and then come back out for Calgary, I believe, and 

then I'm in Whistling Straits at the PGA Championship as well.  So yeah, I'm playing about 

19, I think.  Out of the 26 events we have on the Champions Tour this year, I think I'm 

playing about 19 of them.    

 

Q.  Have you ever played Chambers Bay? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I haven't. 

 

Q.  What do you think of Mike Davis' comments about just showing up and the person 

who shows up a couple days before is not going to win it, what do you think of that 

statement? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, I mean, obviously he knows the course better than most 

and he's probably right.  I think it's very similar to a St. Andrews situation where the more 

you play the course, the more opportunity you have.  Unfortunately, time is against us.  I 

mean, yes, I would love to play 50 rounds around Chambers Bay but I would have to take 

the rest of the year off.  We all would.  So yes, we've got three rounds, we land early 

Monday morning and we've got Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday to try and find our way 

around there.  But Alas and I, we've done 24 years together, my caddie and I, so we should 

know our way around most golf courses and so we'll see how we go there.  
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