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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  ROCCO MEDIATE 
Thursday, June 11, 2015       
 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Rocco, a fine start to the 2015 Constellation SENIOR PLAYERS with 

a 4-under par 67.  Just sort of talk about how the course played today. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Golf course is fantastic.  It's -- it just keeps you on your toes really.  

You can't -- I missed a few fairways today by feet, a couple of feet and it was nasty.  It was 

just hard to -- great greens, just really good.  You really have to know -- you really have to 

get it -- you have to keep it in front of you.  But man, these greens are tough, but they're fair, 

there's no stupidity in them.  They're just good.  You've got to be on the right side, you've got 

to be in the right place.  But yeah, it's a great -- I liked it when I saw it.  I played seven holes 

on Tuesday, me and Michael Allen.  I loved it then.  Actually, I loved it driving in seeing a few 

holes on the side, just remind me of home, reminds me of Greensburg. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  You want to just take us through the round with three birdies in your 

first four holes?  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah.  I birdied 1 and 2.  I hit a good 8-iron into 1, a good tee shot too.  

Fairways are hard to -- they're slopy, so you've got to kind of come in from certain sides, and 

if you miss on that side it's all over.  So it's really -- it's easy to hit it in the left rough on 1, 

which isn't the worst place, but I drove down the right center, had 8-iron, hit a good -- hit 

about 15, 18 feet, made a good putt there.  And then 2 I drove with 3-wood, hit a good 

pitching wedge, little half pitching wedge to about 10 or 12 feet and made that, so it was 

great.  And then the next hole I hit a decent 6-iron but didn't quite carry, it hits up, comes all 

the way back down, pitched up six feet, missed it.  So hit a really good shot but that's what 

will happen, just didn't carry a few more yards and see ya later.  And then I hit it on the 

green on the next hole, the par 5, with a 3-wood 20 feet dead pin high and actually I had to 

make about a four-footer.  I ran it four feet by there.  Just fast in spots, they're fast in spots 

and they'll fool you, hard to read. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  On the back side you had two birdies on the back at 12 and 18. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I hit a little chip 6-iron on 12, made about a 15-footer up the hill.  

Just missed a few other ones after that, so that was a good one.  And then 18 I hit it to a 

couple feet just behind the hole with a pitching wedge, kind of a little hole cut pitching wedge 

in there to that left pin, which is kind of odd for me. 

 

Q.  Rocco, with the number of like blind-ish tee shots and sort of quadrants on the 

greens that you probably don't want to be, how important were your practice rounds, 

and is it the kind of golf course where you need to play well to score well but is it -- is 

it -- you know, how much knowledge do you need here to --  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Well, I have one day of knowledge.  I played basically -- I saw, let's 
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see, 1 and then 13 through 18 on Tuesday and then the whole course on Wednesday.  But 

it's one of those -- like I said, I grew up on the same type of golf course in Greensburg.  It's 

kind of a lot of sidehill, uphill, downhill.  Greens are, like you said, quadrants but we know 

where the quadrants, we look on the -- but once you see them once you kind of -- once you 

get to the hole like on 1, but you know, for instance, all the greens there's only a certain 

place you can't go on wherever that pin is and you just, I wouldn't say play away from it 

because that becomes dangerous, too.  Then you've got 30-footers all day and you're going 

to three-putt some of those.  So it's almost controlled aggression out here.  You have to let it 

rip.  You can't just chip your way around here or it will eat you up.  So I'm starting -- my start 

lines on some of these holes are insane, but I know that it's going to swing in certain spots 

and I'll use the hill or whatever to bring it back to the fairway most of the time.  A few times it 

didn't work by a foot and then you're toast.  Then it's real fun hitting to those quadrants out of 

the first cut, or not the first cut but just in the rough.  There were some nasty lies, which is 

good, I'm glad, I wish the rough was higher.  But it's just a really good old-school how they 

used to build them golf courses and that's why they're still good.  Those guys knew what 

they were doing.  Ross was good. 

 

Q.  Is it the kind of place where it's tough to get a comfort level out there because -- 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, you can't really kind of relax at all because if you, like I said, if 

you miss the green in a certain place, it's hard to make a score, a good score, and if you 

miss the fairway in a certain place, all kinds of bad things can happen because the greens 

just don't like shots that aren't really good.  And they're really not exactly a hundred percent 

firm yet, either.  If this thing firms up it will be a lot of fun actually.  It will be a lot of fun in a 

weird way. 

 

Q.  Rocco, with the U.S. Open coming up, has it died down, the '08 battle with Tiger? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I still get questions all the time, which is fine.  Yeah, it was a hell 

of a thing.  But yeah, but like I said every time I've watched that replay, I still lose.  You 

would think one time maybe, one time, but it always works out that way.  But no, it still 

happens and it's fine, I don't mind it at all.  At I mean, it was just one of those things that 

man, it was fun.  Like to do that every weekend.  Well, maybe three weeks a month, get one 

week off because you'd go crazy, but it was cool.    

 

Q.  Coming into this week how was your game and did you set any expectation, I 

guess, of what you'd like to do this week as far as winning or top 10?  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  We all want to -- no, I don't ever think of top 10s or top anythings.  Just 

try to play your best and see if you can get in contention somehow. 

 

Q.  You're on a good streak right now, comfortable with --  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I played okay the last few months.  Putting was better today.  

Last couple weeks not so good, but we all can say that, pretty much all of us can say that.  
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But no, everything's great.  I have a new baby and that's my main focus is her right now and 

it's a lot of fun.  They're not here this week.  So yeah I really can't complain about much.  

Worked my butt off, lost a lot of weight since November, got myself back fit again since I had 

time. 

 

Q.  Where did you go, from what to what? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I was about 40 down from November 1. 

 

Q.  Are you working out on a regular basis? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Just when I'm home, I just eat perfect now. 

 

Q.  All designed to improve your game? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, just designed to feel better and not be fat.  So yeah, I can actually 

wear some pants that are made of cloth now instead of the ones that stretch.  Everything's 

good.  I work at home a lot.  I do certain things at home and I really don't do a lot out here.  I 

stretch, I do some other stuff but not a lot.  I just play and then I go back home, I work.  But 

I'll keep it off now because I have the little one I have to make sure everything's okay with 

this one. 

 

Q.  Were you going to play the full schedule?  Quite a stretch coming up for --   

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I'm playing all but China.  I'm not playing China, that's it.  I'm 

playing the rest of them, though.  I don't know how many that is but -- 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Eleven or something. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, it's perfect. 

 

Q.  Are Lee and Marco from Greensburg, too, because at one point the three of you 

were the top three on the leaderboard.   

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I had Martin take a picture of it. 

 

Q.  We took a picture of it.  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's fantastic.  I was coming on to 13 or 14, I looked and went, you've 

got to be kidding me, that's so cool.  I don't know where everybody is now.  I know Lee was 

4- or 5-under when I saw last and I didn't see what Marco was up to.  

 

Q.  He's 5 and Marco's I think 2.  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, so that was cool. 
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Q.  What did you hit at 18 because from behind the green that looked like it might go 

in the hole? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I hit it just in the first cut.  Like I said, I missed four fairways by 

like a couple feet.  This one was fine.  I hit a little -- wind was hard right to left so I just kind of 

hit a little trap cut little pitching wedge in there and it just ended up the right distance.  It's 

just a couple feet behind it but it almost came backwards.  

 

Q.  What was the distance? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  126 yards, I believe.  Yeah, 126.  That was a good way to finish.  Just 

missed -- you know, like I said, I played -- I had some good saves, I had two really good 

saves today.  I spun the ball back off of 10 and pitched it up stiff and then made a good putt 

on 9 hitting it over the green just out of the first cut again.  I lived there half the day today.  

But those were good saves and a good save on 14. 

 

Q.  How much easier it is to play a golf course that you feel so comfortable on and 

reminds you of home and your youth? 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I like these kinds of courses because -- I told Jessica the other 

day, I said, this is -- you have to let it go here.  It looks like you don't have -- looks like you're 

not supposed to let it go because it's so narrow and there's not a lot of room out here.  Like 

the fairways, there's a lot of tilt so they'll kick.  But I felt when you're on a course like this and 

I grew up on the same thing, just let it -- I mean, I'd rather go down that way than kind of 

guiding it around.  So that's one thing I do like about these courses.  And the greens, I've 

putted these my whole life.  I love the poa and they're perfect condition.  If you find -- if we 

play better greens this year I'll be surprised because they're absolutely perfect. 

 

Q.  Throughout your career how much golf have you played in New England?  You 

played in the Deutsche Bank. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  I played a bunch in Boston.  The old Bank of Boston tournament, 

played pretty much every one of those since when I got here, '86 was my first year.  Then a 

bunch of Deutsche Banks, played the U.S. Amateur at The Country Club in '83.  And what 

was the other course called, Charles River.  That was a great course, too, by the way.  I 

remember Charles River.  Played up in Rhode Island Billy and Brad's event a few times, 

that's not here.  Up in this neck of the years, played a lot here over the years, lots, lots. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Anything else for Rocco?  Continued good luck, sir. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Thanks.  Guarantee it's exciting out there.  Crazy stuff happening at 

this place. 
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