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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  LAETITIA BECK 
Thursday, June 4, 2015       
 
 

Q.  Your best round by six shots.  Did you feel this coming on or was this kind of a 

surprise?  I mean, you lit it up today.  

 

LAETITIA BECK:  No, the course is in great shape, so if you hit your shots to the green the 

way you want to, it pretty much does whatever -- you know, it just stops.  I was playing well 

two days ago, so I was hoping to be able to shoot a low score.  Obviously I wasn't expecting 

8, but...  

 

Q.  How did the practice rounds go this week leading up to this?  

 

LAETITIA BECK:  I played the pro-am on Monday, it was cold.  So then I had 18 holes on 

Tuesday so that the weather was great.  It was good to get to know the course.  The next 

day I played nine holes.  So not too much, but enough to know the course and where to hit 

the ball. 

 

Q.  Give us a summary of your rookie season so far.  You've made six starts.  Where 

are you at in your season so far that you've thought maybe you could come out here 

and have a really good week?   

 

LAETITIA BECK:  It was a struggle.  I started decent and then I thought it's easy.  Then I 

didn't make a few cuts so I was disappointed.  I mean, I don't put too much pressure on 

myself so it's not like I expected to win every event.  But coming here I always had a 

good -- I enjoy Canada.  I go and practice in Montreal part of the year and my first LPGA 

event was in Montreal, the Canadian Open, so I do have good experience here in Canada. 

 

Q.  I wanted to ask you, what was the connection there?  It was back in 2011? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  2011, yeah, I played the qualifier and made it. 

 

Q.  What was the decision there, you just like Canada?  What's your connection to 

Montreal? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  So the golf course was going to be -- the Canadian Open was going to 

be on a Jewish golf course and we were trying to get an exemption as an Israeli and they 

couldn't give me a sponsor exemption, so that's why I decided to play the qualifier.  The 

Jewish community there is pretty big, so I stayed with a family and it was easier.  So that's 

why I gave it a try in 2011. 

 

Q.  How about the course today?  People are coming off saying there's a lot of birdies 

out there, and 8-under par, you had your fair share.  Can people go even lower than 

that? 
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LAETITIA BECK:  Yeah, I believe so.  The par 5s are easy, most of them are reachable.  

And again, the greens are pretty nice, they're rolling true, they're pretty soft, so just maybe 

rolls a few yards.  But overall if you're hitting the shots that you want to hit, you're going to hit 

it close. 

 

Q.  Wind seems very calm right now.  Was it the same thing this morning? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  Yeah, it wasn't too windy, yeah, not at all. 

 

Q.  But that's dramatically going to change things on this course in your opinion if it 

gets windy? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  If it gets windy?  A little, not too bad because again the greens are soft.  

You don't have to change your plan, just maybe a club more, but I don't think it's going to 

make a huge difference. 

 

Q.  What is the correct way to say your first name?   

 

LAETITIA BECK:  Laetitia.   

 

Q.  Now you guys plays with Paz and Joanna, you guys were all smiles.  It's a pretty 

easy-going group, you guys are very laid back.  Did that have anything to do with it?  

You guys were kind of laughing coming off the green.  

 

LAETITIA BECK:  They're great girls, I enjoy it, and obviously when I was playing better and 

making birdies I knew that I had to stay calm so I knew I had to, you know, distract myself.  

But they're great girls and I enjoyed talking to them and laughing.  And Joanna, she hits it so 

far so I kept making fun of her. 

 

Q.  What part of your game today, putting, ball striking, off the tee, anything -- was 

everything clicking or was it something in particular? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  Off the tee I struggled, I didn't hit too many fairways.  I usually hit a lot of 

greens so I think I missed one green today and then I was on the fringe.  So I didn't make 

any bogeys, so that helps when you don't make bogeys.  But just when I had putts for 

birdies on the front nine I just made them.  On the back nine I struggled a little so I didn't 

make as many putts so I think putting was what helped today.  

 

Q.  Last time you played this well, an 8-under with your game being in this good form, 

when was the last time you think you played that well? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  Again, like today it wasn't like the best form.  Again, I was missing 

fairways, not hitting -- I think the shots to the greens were decent but I wouldn't say that I 

played the game of my life. 
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Q.  So some shots that you left out there even on an 8-under? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  But I would say the putts helped.  I mean, it's not like -- yeah, I don't 

remember the last -- I did -- before Nationals last year I shot 10-under in a practice round so 

I think that I got close. 

 

Q.  NCAAs?  

 

LAETITIA BECK:  No, it was before, two weeks before. 

 

Q.  Are you hoping to be kind of a trailblazer a little bit for other girls from Israel that 

might want to take up and be pro golfers? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  So we have one golf course, one 18 and one nine, so we don't have that 

many golfers but I'm hoping that I will help golf in Israel.  I know it will not change the game 

there, but slowly if we can have people like me and others help the game and help not only 

younger people but also older people in Israel understand that golf is not just a sport for -- I 

think we have people in Israel that don't know the sport think that it's not a sport.  So I hope 

it will change the Israeli mentality and what they think of golf. 

 

Q.  How is it that you came upon the game then? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  I was born in Belgium, then we moved to Israel so I always say that I 

have kind of a European mentality.  And then my parents play golf, so I think maybe that 

helped a little.  And then I love sports, so I knew that once I reached a level I had to leave 

the country if I wanted to play golf for a living. 

 

Q.  So you first started in Belgium? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  No, I started in Israel.  My parents started in Belgium.  

 

Q.  So just a very small number of courses that you had to choose from.  

 

LAETITIA BECK:  And then 14 I moved to the States for boarding school, so I think that's 

how everything changed. 

 

Q.  How did you end up at Duke, just recruited? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  The community of elite women's athletes in Israel is fairly small, is it?  I'm thinking 

about a tennis player that came through here, Julia Gluschko.  Do you know her at 

all? 
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LAETITIA BECK:  No.  Again, I left Israel when I was 14.  So whenever they have like 

meetings with the female athletes, I am not there unfortunately.  Yeah, I know, we have a 

few tennis players and judo.  It's a very small community. 

 

Q.  So how do you feel about being one of those few people? 

 

LAETITIA BECK:  I'm proud of it.  And obviously the Olympics is a huge goal so I hope to 

get a chance to meet all of them and be part of the team. 

 

Q.  If you win this weekend, they'll invite you to these meetings.  

 

LAETITIA BECK:  They're inviting me now, but I can't go all the way to Israel.    
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