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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  LYDIA KO 
Wednesday, June 3, 2015       
 
 

MODERATOR:  I would like to welcome into the media centre here at the Manulife LPGA 

Classic, Rolex Rankings World No. 1 Lydia Ko.  Lydia, we haven't seen you in a little bit.  I 

haven't seen you in a long time, but we haven't seen you in a couple weeks.  Took the week 

off last week.  What you have been up to?  A lot of rest, a lot of practice?  What's been up?  

 

LYDIA KO:  To be honest, I haven't really practiced much.  Yeah, the two weeks off I had a 

really good rest but I'm excited to be back out playing again. 

 

MODERATOR:  Practice-wise, have you been grinding on anything?  Has there been 

anything that you've been wanting to fine tune in those weeks off?  I know you said you 

haven't been practicing too much, but was there something you were concentrating on with 

your game?  There hasn't been too much to improve upon.  

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I actually visited the U.S. Open course and the KPMG course, and then 

just my days in Orlando I did a little bit of everything.  You can always polish up even the 

good things, it can always be better. 

 

MODERATOR:  Now, in your time off, are you a lay-around-and-be-lazy, watch TV, are you 

doing stuff?  What does rest actually entail for you?  I know it's a little different for 

everybody.  

 

LYDIA KO:  Well, I was planning on sitting outside by the pool, maybe fixing my golfer's tan, 

but I ended up just lying in bed, you know, doing a couple assignments, watching TV, being 

pretty lazy.  So I really didn't see the sun for a couple days. 

 

MODERATOR:  You mentioned your assignments, school, work.  How's that been?  How's 

been balancing of your assignments and studying and all that good stuff?  

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I mean obviously it's tough to do a couple things at the same time, but 

some of the assignments have been really cool where I had to like contribute the things I've 

done, my psychological things.  You know, like kind of go back through the last couple years 

and I had to explain like the mental side, not always just like me itself.  It's really cool 

because I had to kind of go back on that journey again, and when you're like playing you 

kind of stay in the present and you kind of look forward to what's coming up next, but to go 

back and see the past is really cool.  

 

MODERATOR:  You were self-analyzing yourself, you're your own case study?  

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, case study of Lydia Ko by Lydia Ko. 

 

MODERATOR:  Now you've had some really good history in the country of Canada, two 
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wins, you tied for fourth here last year.  I know you said you feel very at home, you love the 

fans, you love the atmosphere.  What do you like most about playing here?  

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, you know, I feel like Canada's really one of the closest countries to New 

Zealand.  I mean, it's so far away, I never really get to go back home.  So when I come back 

here, the fans are great and I feel, like I said, like I'm at home and just the whole 

environment, it's very welcoming.  Obviously my first LPGA win was in Canada, in 

Vancouver.  When you know that there are so many special memories made at a certain 

place, it's always exciting to come back.   

 

MODERATOR:  We can open it up for questions.  All right.  Well, I have some more.  

World No. 1, you're holding it, you've held it for a long time.  I know when you first got 

it you said, I don't know how long I'll have it.  But we're going into, I think, week 18.  

You weren't playing last week.  Do you watch the telecasts when you're not playing?  

Were you keeping an eye on Inbee or Stacy making a move?  Do you watch at all?  

 

LYDIA KO:  I wasn't really watching because of my ranking and I was worried about it.  I 

mean, if somebody else plays better, I really can't do much about it.  Just because I want to 

maintain my ranking doesn't mean I want to play every single week.  It becomes a really 

long season if I play all the events.  But yeah, I kind of watched because it was such an 

exciting finish, especially all the girls making birdies.  I was really excited watching it, and 

then obviously there was a great winner, Anna, by the end of the week.  But yeah, when I 

watch it I'm kind of seeing what the tournament's like.  Yeah, I wasn't necessarily watching 

because I was thinking about oh, my God, is she going to become World No. 1 now?  It's 

just a whole lot of fun and kind of support the LPGA. 

 

MODERATOR:  You don't have any voodoo dolls of Inbee anywhere, trying to knock her 

down?  

 

LYDIA KO:  No.  I'm happy when she makes birdies. 

 

MODERATOR:  Of course you are, of course you are.  This year, already such a successful 

year for you and we're not even halfway through the year.  Two wins, five additional Top 

10s, two runner-ups, in case you didn't know.  How has this season gone so far according to 

plan for you?  Is this kind of exactly how your game has gone -- how your game as gone as 

you wanted it to?  

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, you know, I just started off really well in Ocala and then I kind of 

continued that going.  You know, I kind of kept the Top 10 thing going until ANA.  Yeah, 

obviously I would have love to have played better the last two events I played after Swinging 

Skirts, but there are those stages where sometimes this works and sometimes this doesn't.  

I guess when you have the really good weeks or when you're really near the leaderboard is 

when kind of everything clicks, but that hasn't really happened in the last couple events.  I 

know that I'm playing consistent enough that I can shoot similar scores and hopefully it will 

start again this week. 
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MODERATOR:  I know your goal is to be ready for the major season, you want to kind of 

gear up and not take them too seriously but to have them fine tuned.  You took some rest, 

this is kind of the first event before the next major.  How are you looking at this upcoming 

stretch for the summer?  How do you feel going into that?  

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, especially after ANA starts, the majors kind of keep coming, especially 

from this one to the U.S. it's not that many weeks, and then in the same stretch we have the 

British Open.  So yeah, it's kind of like three packed right in there.  I think it's good that 

coming in, you know, with that tournament feel in this week because I haven't played the last 

couple weeks, I think this will be a good preparation.  There are some -- I think the grass is 

kind of similar from here to the next week's course.  Obviously the course setup is different 

but in certain ways are similar, so I think it's going to be good.  It's exciting.  We're all 

prepared to perform at the peak in the majors but to play well at any event is pretty good.  

 

Q.  Is there something in your game, Lydia, that's specifically clicking or is it sort of 

everything coming together the way the year's going so far? 

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, you know, when I see the weeks that I won or I had Top 10s, I was 

having a good ball striking week and then the crucial putts were going in.  I think that's 

important.  You can't make all putts, but when you know that the putts that kind of need to 

drop drop, that's when it really counts.  Those weeks is when that was happening.  The last 

couple weeks putts were close, but not in, so hopefully it will start again this week. 

 

Q.  What are your impressions of Whistle Bear?  

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, it's definitely different than Grey Silo.  I like the course.  The course is a 

little bit different, but I think because of the wind and it's been warm the last couple days, the 

greens are getting a little firmer.  I like the greens the best.  They're rolling really pure so 

you're really getting -- the outcome is exactly what you hit it to.  

 

Q.  Lydia, you say that Canada reminds you of home.  How does it remind you?  

 

LYDIA KO:  I think just the whole atmosphere.  Not necessarily the golf course, but just 

outside in the little towns or shops, or like even kind of the trees and all that, the nature part 

of it.  New Zealand, it's like so far down it's really hard to compare certain countries but I feel 

like Canada was really one of the countries that I felt like, hey, this could be home.  Like 

before I went to New Zealand I moved here so there's that connection, too. 
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