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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  INBEE PARK 
Wednesday, June 3, 2015       
 
 

Q.  Well, defending champ here but different location.  Does it feel the same?  Is it a 

little different coming back as the defending champ, different location?  How do you 

feel this week? 

 

INBEE PARK:  I feel good coming off a pretty good finish on Sunday last week.  Obviously 

it's a different golf course.  Grey Silo was the golf course that I really played well on, but I 

just never played this golf course yet so I just don't know what's going to happen.  It feels a 

little bit different but I still think I play quite well in Canada and I like the atmosphere here 

and I love playing here.  So I'm really looking forward to playing this week again and 

hopefully, I mean, this is like the last touchup before the majors, so yeah, I want myself be 

really prepared. 

 

Q.  You played so well at Grey Silo, you were tied for second, tied for 14th, win.  Were 

you sad when you saw it was going to move or were you thinking okay, I'll bring on 

the challenge, but you played so well there? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, when I saw Grey Silo golf course for the first time I thought this golf 

course is going to be a lot of birdies and I thought I wouldn't be able to make that many 

birdies.  But the more I played, the more I liked the golf course.  But I mean it's always a little 

bit sad to move to another golf course from the golf course you really liked, but obviously 

you've got to get used to new golf courses.  I think it's another challenge.  And no one knows 

this golf course, so maybe it will suit me better so we'll see this weekend. 

 

Q.  What's your preparation for new courses?  You haven't played yet? 

 

INBEE PARK:  I played nine holes, back nine. 

 

Q.  What were your first impressions?  What do you and Brad do in preparation for a 

new golf course, anything in particular? 

 

INBEE PARK:  I think it has a little bit more thinking to this golf course and obviously a little 

more challenge than the last one.  I don't think it's going to be like 10-under par on the last 

day here.  The golf course is playing a little bit longer with a little bit wet conditions and the 

greens are a little bit undulated and you've just got to really know the golf course well.  I only 

got to play nine holes and 18 holes today, so it will be nice if I can look at the golf course a 

little bit more.  But I mean everybody's got to have to deal with the course, with a new 

course.  We'll just see how it plays out but I think it's a fun golf course, yeah. 

 

Q.  Two wins already this year, six more Top 10s.  How pleased are you with the way 

this season so far has gone?  I think you and Lydia are almost identical on that 

stretch, but a lot of success already so far.  Is that according to plan, is that the start 
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you wanted?  

 

INBEE PARK:  I think it's a great start.  Everybody wants to have a good start to the season.  

Obviously we have a lot of good, big major tournaments coming up this year very soon, a lot 

of them coming really soon and really bunched up together.  So yeah, it's good to have 

confidence going into the majors and having a successful season, early season definitely 

helps you go through the season much better.  Yeah, I feel like my game is in pretty good 

shape and yeah, this is going to be like the final touchup.  So yeah, I'm just going to try to, 

you know, work as hard as I can so I'm ready for next week. 

 

Q.  Is that number one ranking in your mind? 

 

INBEE PARK:  You know, I've got to say not so much in my mind.  I mean, if I was never 

there, if I was always No. 2 and never got to No. 1 spot, I really, really want it.  But knowing 

I've been there and I know good golf is going to put me there, there's no rush to it.  We play 

every week together and if I play well I'm going to be there no matter what. 

 

Q.  The fact you're on a new course that nobody's all that familiar with, does that 

perhaps give an advantage; just the veteran savvy isn't as important with younger 

players because it's all even? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Maybe it gives rookies a little bit more advantage because obviously a lot of 

the girls, the veteran players that was on the tour play most of the golf courses many, many 

times and they know the golf course so well.  But the rookies, they're pretty much new to 

every golf course.  Maybe a new golf course can probably put everybody in the same 

starting line I would say.  So yeah, but I mean it's not exactly you play well because 

the -- you know the golf course well.  I mean, you never played that good on your home 

course all the time.  So I think it's just your body condition and your game strategies.  I think 

yeah, I don't know how it's going to play out, but I think it's a great looking golf course. 

 

Q.  You finished strong last week, you talked about your putting kind of catching fire, 

clicking.  Was every part of your game clicking last week? 

 

INBEE PARK:  The first couple days, the first day especially I did not putt good at all.  I 

mean, I missed a lot of short putts on the first day and kind of got the feel of it, and second 

day and third day I putted much better next two days.  But with the poa annua greens it's just 

tough to tell if your stroke's wrong or if the greens are bad, so it was just hard to tell.  But the 

last day was definitely everything kind of came together and I posted a good number on the 

last day.  So yeah, it definitely gave me confidence that I can play good on the poa annua 

greens.  It was hard.  It was really a matter of being patient out there last week and I learned 

something from there. 

 

Q.  I was going to say I know some players are frustrated, but you say you can turn it 

into a positive knowing that you didn't play well.  How big was that for you? 
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INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I never thought that I can putt on the poa annua greens, it's just I don't 

think anybody can putt.  That's something I realized I think last week, that nobody can really 

putt on these greens and I shouldn't get mad at these greens, it's not my fault.  I just try to 

blame it on the green, not so much my fault.  That felt much better.  Since then I didn't get so 

mad and frustrated on the golf course, so yeah, it was a little better week on the weekend. 

 

Q.  Do you take any extra motivation being defending champion? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, I think it's always fun to play as a defending champion the golf course 

or the venue that you had success on.  Manulife has been a great sponsor of the LPGA and 

yeah, I love to play in their event.  I have a lot of good finishes in Canada so I'm really 

looking to play good in Canada again. 

 

Q.  You have your own parking spot? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, that's nice.  It's like right next to the putting green, yes. 

 

Q.  Front row.  Have you ever had that at another site where you've defended? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, we had a couple of the events, yeah. 

 

Q.  The extra perks.  Anything else, any other perks you've gotten this week or any 

other time as a defending champ that you can think of? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Maybe at Wegmans last year maybe I had -- I can't remember.  In Texas? 

 

Q.  All right.  So the little things make it extra special? 

 

INBEE PARK:  Yeah, it's good. 

 

Q.  Thank you. 
 

http://www.tee-scripts.com/

