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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  LORIE KANE 
Tuesday, June 2, 2015       
 
 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Let's just start off, obviously being back in Canada has to be 

thrilling for you, obviously an exciting week.  Just opening thoughts on being back in your 

native country, it's always an exciting week for the Canadians.  

 

LORIE KANE:  Yeah, for sure.  Well, to think that we can host two what I think are quite 

major events in this country is great.  To start with this one and Manulife's involvement in 

women's golf, I'm thankful this week they've given me an invitation to come and play.  My 

number's not great on the priority list on tour, so it was really nice of them to invite me and 

so I'm here, ready to go.  And then we move on in August to what I really is my show with 

the Canadian Open.   

 

But to be here, I just spent the morning with the Henderson sisters, Brooke and Brittany, and 

it was really fun to play, I played 11 holes with them.  I played yesterday in the pro-am to 

help support St. Mary's and their effort with heart care, so it's been good. 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  You played here yesterday?  

 

LORIE KANE:  Yeah.  It was a little chillier.  My first time here at Whistle Bear.  You know, 

it's funny, I think it has some similarities to Grey Silo but it's going to be a nice test of golf.  If 

it blows, which I think the potential could be to get windy here, it's going to be quite a 

challenging layout. 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Thoughts on the course. 

 

LORIE KANE:  Yeah, in that term, yeah, it's a good test of golf.  The greens, there's a lot of 

movement on them.  It will be interesting to see where I think there's some parts of the 

greens you can't use because there's a little bit too much slope.  But we are the best women 

golfers in the world and we're up to the challenge.  I'm looking forward to it.  I think we 

needed a little bit of rain.  I was in Toronto over the weekend and Sunday was pretty cold 

and wet, so I think once this place dries out it will play a lot differently.  But it will be fun to 

watch.  I'm hoping that we get the same amount of fans and support that we had when we 

were at Grey Silo.  I always caution and kind of worry a little bit when we leave a venue that 

we've been to and people know their way around, that they -- learning something new is not 

always easy for the spectator.  But I think this course may be even more spectator friendly 

because there's vantage points where you can see several different holes and you don't 

really have to move around a whole lot.  I hope they come out in droves. 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  Talk about this event specifically just from the first year where I 

think everybody was just shocked, the magnitude of the plans let alone the tournament and 

how it's grown just in two more years. 

 

http://www.tee-scripts.com/


2 

                                                      TeeScripts.com 

LORIE KANE:  Right, I said that yesterday.  I said, you know, I remember the first go and 

Manulife being very much into volunteership and that aspect of their company, I'm pretty 

sure we had as big a fan base and volunteer base as we had at that point at any 

tournament, including the U.S. Open.  It was quite overwhelming the amount of support that 

we've gotten, so I'm hoping, like I said, that it transitions over to here.  I think this tournament 

just keeps continuing to grow.  The strength of the field -- I know we lost Michelle yesterday 

having to withdraw, but other than that everyone and anyone is here.  I think that speaks 

volumes for us as Canadians and what we have to offer as far as quality golf courses and 

the way that we treat the players.  I mean, not many tournaments you come to and you get a 

little card and you go do a little shopping, so it's just really nice.  And the support that the 

players get from food, drink, to the conditions of the golf course, it's great. 

 

Q.  You got some big news this week obviously with Pan Am, what was your 

reaction?   

 

LORIE KANE:  Really very excited about the opportunity.  Quite honored that I'm going to 

be able to wear the red and white and to play in an event that will now put golfers in the 

same light as all the other great athletes we have.  I think it's going to be as much fun for 

Brooke and I to be part of the village and just experiencing what other athletes experience.  

Golf can be a lonely, one-show game.  But I'm going to have a young 17-year old to -- I was 

joking, I said, well, she balances out the age because I'm likely the oldest person in the 

village, or one of the oldest athletes.  But I'm sure we'll have a lot of fun and looking forward 

to it.  I know the golf course quite well, so I think the two of us will be there with one goal in 

mine and that's to win gold. 

 

Q.  There aren't too many opportunities for a multisport games in the golf course life, 

and in talking to her yesterday, also the opportunity to have a medal put around your 

neck. 

 

LORIE KANE:  Right, yeah, and I think this is -- for us I think this is the beginning of what it's 

going to look like in '16 in Rio.  Canada is going through the learning curve the same way we 

as athletes are and to be a part of it and to help mold that and to see what it's going to 

unfold like, I love Toronto, what a better place to be able to do this than to be in my -- you 

know, it's not our capital but it's as close as it's going to get, and I just know that the support 

will be there for us.  Angus Glen, they hosted the Canadian Open in 2001 just shortly after 

we had left -- we had lost du Maurier.  They were the next in line and that's where we went 

to play.  I think Annika won, and if I didn't finish second I know I finished fairly well in the Top 

10.  Kevin Thistle is no longer at the club but it was just an unbelievable experience.   

 

So I think all of that being said, it's just going to amount to a really great experience for 

myself and for Brooke and the other golfers, the other two guys.  I was just speaking with -- I 

can never say -- Mariajo Uribe will be playing, so she'll represent Columbia.  There's a 

couple other girls that will be playing, I think Julieta and Paola, so there will be other LPGA 

players there and I think it's going to be really exciting. 
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Q.  After playing with Brooke and Brittany this morning, what are your impressions of 

the Henderson sisters?  I don't know, you probably played with them before. 

 

LORIE KANE:  I played with Brooke quite a bit actually but I have not played with Brittany.  

I'll be honest with you, I was very impressed with Brittany's game.  And I said this, their dad 

was with us because he's caddying for Brittany, I said, You've taught both of them to play 

and you've got two totally different ways to play the game.  They've totally -- they swing it, 

you couldn't have two people swing it different.  And to be sisters, you would think you would 

image one another but they don't.  Brittany, I think, approaches the game quite similar to the 

way I do.  Brooke, and again I'm going to use -- I've been using this hockey analogy 

because of her goaltending.  I think goalie is the -- they have the mindset that they're not 

afraid to put the gear on and put themselves out there and take on whatever that is.  So 

she's not afraid of the limelight, in Brooke's case.  And Brittany just kind of goes about her 

business and will plod around the golf course.  I don't attack golf courses, I play them -- I 

play to my strengths, I hit a lot of fairways, hit a lot of greens.  Brooke will attack a golf 

course and Brittany will probably play a little bit more like I do.  But I totally enjoyed being in 

the company of both of them.  If that's the future, then it's really bright. 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  How were their conversations?  Were you surprised by their 

interactions like playing together?  They seem like they get along pretty well. 

 

LORIE KANE:  They get along very well.  There's 21 months between myself and my older 

sister Mary Lynn and I see similarities in how they handle -- like it would be so cool to have 

my sister here with me.  I know that both of them will most likely be a member of the tour at 

some point and I think that that will be good for both of them, particularly Brooke.  I think it 

will be nice for her to have somebody that she can depend on and that's a little older and 

can bounce things off of.  But from a strictly golf perspective, I'm in awe of all these.  Like I 

look at Lydia and Brooke, again two different ways of approaching the game but way beyond 

their years.  They're very smart.  Brooke was asking me questions about the yardage book.  

Now, I don't carry a yardage book regularly; I have Danny Sharp, who normally caddies for 

me, and I'm like well, I don't know. 

 

MEGHAN FLANAGAN:  She's quizzing you. 

 

LORIE KANE:  Well, I wondered.  I don't know if I passed or failed.  No, both of them, 

they're good and they interact very well together and they have some fun.  And Dave, their 

dad, is a good man and has done a great job with the two of them. 

 

Q.  Have you seen a lot of youngsters who study courses the way Brooke does? 

 

LORIE KANE:  I think she gives you the -- again, I don't know.  I've got a friend sitting 

behind you that was a goalie.  I think that she's very tact -- like she's a tactician.  I know I 

was watching the game the other night, the hockey game, and I was asking Chris, my 

manager, I said, How do goalies see things?  The puck's coming at you.  So if she takes that 

mindset to the golf course, she's going to be very -- she knows what she needs to do and 

http://www.tee-scripts.com/


4 

                                                      TeeScripts.com 

she's very zoned in on what needs to happen.  But she sees all the golf course but then she 

takes a small, like Rotella says, make the target this big.  So if the puck's flying at you a 

hundred miles an hour, you had better keep your eye on it. 

 

Q.  Do you have advice for her on the magnitude of having the spotlight in Canada 

and having that on you and the demand on your time and all of that for her? 

 

LORIE KANE:  We actually had a little discussion today.  I said, you know, you're going to 

be asked to do an awful lot of things and I know your personality, or at least what I see of it, 

and you're going to have a hard time saying no.  That's where a good support team comes 

in handy.  I said if you're uncomfortable with anything and there's nobody there to support 

you, I said, come find me because I can help.  The LPGA staff and the media department, 

that's what they're here for.  They're here to make it as effortless as possible and to allow 

her or us as athletes to perform first and then we need you to tell our story, but we need to 

be able to do it in this surrounding.  If I went with every individual who wanted to take some 

of my time today, I would never have made it to the first tee.  So I've learned from trying to 

talk to everybody individually that it's just very difficult to do, so that's why we defer to our 

staff and they get help or we get help.  So that's kind of what I said to her.  I said, you're 

doing a wonderful job, but when you need some time, and you're going to get tired of talking 

and you're going to get tired of smiling.  I mean, there's days when my face hurts, but I 

would rather it hurt than to be the other way, don't get me wrong.  But yeah, Brooke is 

learning and she's got a long, long, long career ahead of her.  I don't think she feels the 

pressure.  I think she's excited about the pressure.  I know there was a time in my career 

where I felt the pressure and I leaned on Dawn Coe-Jones and she said, Lori, when you 

come home to play, you need to think of it as the extra club.  The fans, they want nothing but 

the best for us here, particularly in this country, and to wear it any other way is too bad.  So I 

learned to have -- now I like to have my family with me.  Before it was another added thing 

that I had to have and it was easier to be by myself.  There's things.  She'll learn as she 

goes along.  But yeah, I just told her that she doesn't need to do it all in one day and she just 

needs to ask for help.   

 

Like I said, we can't tell our story without you, so thank you very much. 
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