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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   FRED FUNK 
Saturday, May 16, 2015       
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Fred, thanks for joining us.  5-under 67 today, right now you're 10-under 

through three rounds, and I guess Jeff made a birdie at 18, so you're 3 back.  Maybe just 

talk about your day.  

 

Q.  Four back. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Is he 14 now? 

 

Q.  No, no, you're right.  I think the birdie made him 13, didn't it? 

 

FRED FUNK:  I saw 12 on the board. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Maybe just talk about your day and look ahead to tomorrow.  You won this 

event twice already in Oregon. 

 

FRED FUNK:  Yeah, in Bend.  Love that venue, but I love this venue.  It's my second 

favorite on our tour because Pebble Beach is always my favorite.  This golf course is really, 

really good.  There's not a bad hole on it.  It challenges every shot, every club, and I think it's 

just a great test.  I think Nicklaus did a great job designing this, and ironically, it was I think 

his first one.  It's really good. 

 

Today was a mixed bag.  It was strange because the first two days I really hit the ball 

extremely good and didn't putt at all, got nothing out of the rounds.  Felt good about 

everything but that, and I haven't been putting that well.  Then my wife told me about 

Lanny's comments on TV and he said Fred just doesn't putt well anymore, looks like he's 

looking up and all that other stuff.  So I worked on trying to keep my head down a little longer 

in the putt and stay in the putt a little longer, and I had 13 one-putts.  But I had a real mixed 

bag today because I started off really well, had good rhythm, hitting the ball really well off the 

tee giving myself a lot of opportunities, and all of a sudden I just lost it with the swing.  I was 

really struggling probably from I hit a bad drive on 7 and then really kind of struggled with my 

ball striking the rest of the way in.  I didn't know what to really do and my short game really 

saved me.  I actually made three really good bunker saves on 7, 8, 9.  And 9 was really 

something else because I had a buried lie and I had no green to work with and I could lay a 

lot of balls down in there and not hit as good a shot as I did.  I hit it to a few inches.  And 

then the up-and-down on 15 after a bad drive and a really bad second shot and hit it to a 

gimme from the rough about 66 yards away, so that was fortunate.  My only bogey was on 

16.  I hit it in the bunker, hit a good bunker shot but it rolled out and lipped out my putt.   

 

Overall I'm really pleased with what I shot as opposed to what I was the first two days.  

But I've got some work to do.  I've got to go figure out my swing again.  I had two 

different swing keys and the one -- I had one the first round, I only missed two greens.  
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I think yesterday I only missed three greens and had a different swing key.  I started 

with that today and finished with my one I did on Thursday and hit some good shots 

on 18.  But I'll go to the range and try to fix it, try to find it if it doesn't keep raining. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, No. 3? 

 

FRED FUNK:  Yeah, 3 I almost -- I hit a really good drive, real good 3-wood just short of the 

green and a little bump-and-run 8-iron to probably eight, 10 feet, made a nice putt there.  Hit 

a really good drive on 4 and hit a 7-iron in, or 6, probably about 15 feet left of the hole and 

made that, really nice putt.  No. 6, just short of the green, chipped up to about four feet short 

of the pin and made that.  And then on 10 I had about a three-footer, hit a wedge in there.  

No. 11, I had to lay up after a bad drive and hit a wedge in there to about probably 10 feet, 

eight feet.  And 14 I hit a gimme, I hit a 3-wood, wedge to tap-in.  And then the bogey on 16, 

and got up and down on 17 after laying up in the rough.  That was not a good spot on the 

left side there. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Did the course conditions change much with the rain last night?  

 

FRED FUNK:  No.  I was surprised, we had a pretty good rain last night and it was still firm 

and in perfect shape as if it never rained.  Yeah, I guess it needed it.  After all the rain you've 

had, I'm surprised it needed it but it dried up pretty quick. 

 

Q.  This is going to be the first time you've been in contention since you took a couple 

months off.  Can you talk a little bit about what was wrong and how serious did it 

seem at that time? 

 

FRED FUNK:  Well, I just developed tendinitis in my elbow, tennis elbow ironically on the left 

side on the top during the Boca event and I had a cortisone shot.  I played and actually 

finished 3rd, but my elbow was pretty sore.  And I actually was in AT&T, the regular tour 

event in Pebble Beach.  I flew out there, played one practice round and flew home, couldn't 

play.  I couldn't even grip the club.  I had the PRP injection where they spin your blood and 

put that in there and that didn't work.  Two and a half months into it I still couldn't even twist 

a cap off a bottle.  All the doctors were saying -- some were saying surgery, some were 

saying no, don't surgery -- not surgery, just rest, but it would be six months to probably a 

year off.  And I'm like wow, this is not good, but it wasn't getting any better.   

 

Then Olin Browne told me about this guy down in south Florida that had this magnetic pulse 

machine down there that worked on him, and I spent 10 days with him two hours a day with 

the machine on my arm and I went from not being able to grip -- not being able to hold a club 

to chipping five days later to full 7-irons eight days later to a couple weeks later I decided to 

try to play.   

 

It's been really sore and stuff, but right now my elbow's feeling pretty good.  I got the 

machine, I ended up buying one of the machines, which is about $20,000.  It's normally 

$30,000.  I figured it would be worth it if it got me out here quicker, which according to all the 
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doctors I wasn't going to get out here.  So it's already paid for itself just by getting out here.  

It was a pretty big deal.  It's just a thing that a lot of people go through.   

 

The only common theme all the doctors said is that it's one of the hardest things to get rid of, 

but everybody else, they couldn't read the MRI the same, they couldn't give me the same 

diagnosis.  They say I've got one tendon that's hanging on by a thread.  They said if it 

doesn't hurt you, just go out.  If it snaps, it may feel good, it may not, and we'll deal with it 

after it snaps if it does.  Hopefully, it won't.   

 

Anyway, it's been pretty good, so that's good.  I did irritate a tendon in my right side last 

week practicing, just underneath the wrist.  That thing's giving me fits.  That seems to hurt 

worse with little dinky chips than it does a full swing.  It's been a battle ever since I've turned 

50, it's been pretty much one injury after another and just got to deal with it.  It is exciting to 

be back and to be in contention is fun.  I hated watching these guys on TV because I wanted 

to be out here, and I watched every one of them.  When it came on, I watched.  
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