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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:  MICHAEL ALLEN 
Friday, May 15, 2015       
 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay, Michael, a nice birdie-birdie finish to close your second round 

with a 67 and seems like you're in it every year here; 36 holes, you're back in it again.  A few 

thoughts about the day. 

 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  You know, the day was nice.  It's always hard to get up early these days 

and kind of get going.  Once I got out there I felt pretty good.  Got off to kind of not driving it 

great but kind of hung in there and kept playing.  Then a few kind of birdies happened, I 

started hitting some better shots.  It's fun.  This course is just playing so perfect.  It's firm and 

fast, and they've got the tees set up nice on some of the par 5s, a little bit forward, so it kind 

of makes for really good decision making whether you can go for them or not.  I think they're 

the best set of par 5s I think we play anywhere, I've ever seen anywhere.  I think the course 

set up great and it's just a pleasure to play every day. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just take us through the round, two birdies on the front. 

 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, let's see.  The 4th hole I hit a nice drive.  I had to kind of hook a 

little 8-iron around the tree from the edge of the fairway.  I hit a nice shot to probably about 

20 feet and obviously made that.  And then the 7th hole I hit another nice drive down there 

and I had a little pitching wedge in there I hit to probably about 15 feet, was able to make 

that. 

 

Other than that, not a whole lot going on that side. 

 

10, I hit a bad -- not a very good 3-wood there, kind of hit it under the trees a little bit and hit 

a really nice little hook out of there to about 20 feet again and made that. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  What club?  

 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  That was a 9-iron.  I missed kind of a good birdie putt on the next hole.  

Then the par 3 I hit a beautiful little 6-iron in there to about probably four feet behind the 

hole.  Then the only mistake I made really was 167.  I hit really a perfect shot right at the 

back bunker there, left the ball about 50 feet short of the hole right in the middle of the 

green.  That pin's so tough I couldn't get at it from 215 or 218.  It was a perfect 5-iron in the 

middle of the green.  I almost hit it off the green.  I hit it like 20 feet past the hole.  I don't 

know what happened there.   

 

Anyway, the next hole I hit a great drive.  Once again, they've got the tees forward so 

we can kind of get at that if you can really hit the perfect tee shot, get it between the 

bunkers.  I hit a great tee shot there and I had about 225 or so to the hole and I hit just 

a nice little soft hybrid or rescue, whatever it is, a hybrid.  I've only been using the 

club for six years now.  
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PHIL STAMBAUGH:  You two-putted 17? 

 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, I did.  I hit to about 10 feet also and I two-putted. 

 

18 I hit a nice drive down the middle, a nice little 8-iron but it just hits that slope and runs 

right.  I made, I don't know, a 50-footer, whatever it was from the bottom of the swale.  Kind 

of hung on the back of the hole and then fell in as I was walking up, so a very nice way to 

end the day, gave me a shot. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Okay.  Maybe a little general comments about you play well at Shoal 

Creek.  Your record proves that.  Why do you think that is? 

 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  You know, I don't know.  I guess for me I love playing here.  Again, it's 

nice to play really a good golf course.  It's like Arizona, we've got a lot of fun golf but we 

don't have any great golf.  It's fun to come here and play what I think this is a great golf 

course.  So when I get here, I enjoy getting ready and teeing it up each day out here.  I 

enjoy the challenge.  I don't think it's an extremely hard golf course.  You can kind of make 

some birdies.  The driving's not too severe, certainly the time of year we play.  I think when 

they play in the PGA there's so much rough it's ridiculous.  You've got to hit good shots, you 

can't always hit at pins.  So if you can kind of have a little discipline out here, you can kind of 

work your way around.  Hopefully I'm not jinxing myself there.  It's a good challenge every 

day out there.  But it gives you something and it takes something, you know?  You've got to 

hit good shots. 

 

The driving is open enough I feel comfortable driving.  You've got to work the ball a little bit 

on each hole, a little right to left and a little left to right.  When you do things right out here, 

you get some opportunities. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Questions? 

 

Q.  You talked already quite a bit about the 18th, the putt, but what kind of emotions 

go through you?  You were literally walking towards it.  

 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  Yeah, I had taken about five steps, I hadn't even gotten to the bottom of 

the hill and, you know, it's just kind of like the ball was hanging on the back.  I thought it was 

actually past the hole.  Pete said he blew really hard, he said he blew the ball in the hole.  

You know, it's just one of those things it's kind of nice because so many times you hit good 

putts that don't go in and it's nice to hit a long putt like that.  You're just trying to get close.  I 

was happy with a two-putt, to be honest, but to have it go in was such a nice bonus, a great 

way to finish the day. 

 

Q.  Obviously your main priority is your own game and anybody out here is an 

excellent golfer in their own right.  When you see Bernhard Langer today shot 66, 

when you see a guy like that with those credentials, does that catch your eye at all? 
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MICHAEL ALLEN:  You know what, I'm not a guy that really watches the scoreboards too 

much.  I kind of see where I am here and there, but I don't even sometimes recognize the 

names.  That's the great thing about out here, you kind of know when you play well you're 

going to have a chance to win, and you know you're going to be competing against the other 

guys, the Lehmans and Langers and Kenny Perrys.  All these guys, there's so many great 

players out here, you know, for me just to get the chance to always compete is fun and you 

kind of expect them to play well.  Bernhard, you know, a looks like he's been struggling a 

little bit, he's hitting a lot of balls and changing drivers and stuff.  But I never really worry too 

much about Bernhard, I know he's going to be all right, he's going to play good golf, you 

know.  And so it is, it's fun because I love competing with Bernhard; he's a class guy, he's a 

competitor.  So I always cherish that time to get to, you know, fight it out with him and all the 

other great players out here. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Michael, good luck tomorrow. 

 

MICHAEL ALLEN:  My pleasure. 
 

http://www.tee-scripts.com/

