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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  TOM WATSON 
Thursday, May 14, 2015       
 
 

Q.  Not a bad start to the weekend.  What did you like about your game today? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, I played well today.  It was unexpected, but I turned it around on the 

practice tee before I went out today and hit some pretty solid iron shots which I hadn't been 

doing for a while.  I hit some quality shots and drove the ball well, made some nice putts.  I 

made a nice putt at 4, that tough par 4, I made about a 50-footer there for 3 so that's like 

stealing.  On the last hole here I made it from about 12 feet to save par and I'm very happy 

about a 69 today.  It's not an easy golf course.  The weather was perfect, but this is a tough 

golf course.  It's all you want. 

 

Q.  How was it playing today? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, it was playing about as easy as it's going to play, so that tells you 

how tough this golf course can be. 

 

Q.  I think a lot of people around here would also be interested in the round you 

played yesterday with Coach Saban.  What was that like?  Were there any funny 

moments from that? 

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, we had a good time.  I met Coach Saban for the first time.  I was 

really -- I really admired him for all the autographs he signed the whole day.  I mean, it 

was -- I said to him, I said, man, this is -- I admire you for that.  He said, yeah, my mom said 

if they're not asking for your autograph, there's something wrong.  But he was a good man.  

We had some nice conversations, and I was very impressed with his golf swing.  He played 

very, very well.  He hit the ball on the clubface, right in the middle of the clubface, and drove 

the ball beautifully.  The only thing he didn't do particularly well was putt.  He had some 

opportunities he didn't make. 

 

Q.  How much does that 12-footer on 18 kind of change the mood if you make it or 

don't make it kind of the rest of the afternoon? 

 

TOM WATSON:  It makes dinner taste a lot better, it always does.  I made a stupid decision 

on 18 to go for the flag there.  It was not a flag that you go at.  You go left of the flag, try to 

get pin high, get your two putts out of there and get out with a par.  I did a pretty stupid shot 

there, was trying to go right at it.  The ego got involved again. 

 

Q.  Do you take more chances on a day like today when the weather tomorrow is a 

little uncertain to try to get a lower number?  

 

TOM WATSON:  Well, we can't do anything about tomorrow.  You can only do what you can 

do right at the moment.  We had no wind today so it was a wonderful day to play.  But you 
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see how the scores weren't all that low, a lot of 2-under pars, a bunch of 2-under pars, but 

that's with no wind.  This is a tough golf course. 
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