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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  COLIN MONTGOMERIE 
Thursday, May 14, 2015       
 
 

Q.  Okay, Colin, last five holes in 3-under and you're right there after day one. 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, you know, Jeff Maggert had a great start, so it's always 

encouraging.  When I walked through here I was 5 behind and now only 2, so good finish as 

you say for someone so unfit as I am, I think it's fantastic in the heat here.  I've come from 

55 degrees in Scotland to 85 here, big difference.   

 

But yeah, to birdie 14, 15 and 18 there.  18 was good, hit a good wedge in there to four, five 

foot behind the hole.  I had a good distance from the fairway.  It's most important here to hit 

the fairways off the tee.  The rough is not -- it doesn't look much, but you can't control the 

distance of the second shots and this is what this course is all about.  It's all about distance, 

control of distance with one's second shot coming into the greens, and you can't do that from 

the rough so you've got to drive the ball well. 

 

Q.  You're talking about going from 55 degrees to 80 degrees.  Has the weather 

affected your game at all?  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  It helps, of course it helps.  It's better to -- you know, the shots 

perform differently in heat.  You practice at home and the ball doesn't compress either.  It's 

not much fun to be honest with you, so it's great to come over here and play a couple of 

majors coming up back to back and then back to Scotland for a couple of weeks and then 

back over again.  So I've got a season ticket on British Airways this year, I go back and forth.  

But it's great to come over here.  The weather today was fantastic, the people are super, 

and this is just a great golf course.  This is one of Jack Nicklaus' great golf courses, one of 

his first I believe, but a super 18 holes to play. 

 

Q.  Talk about the weather tomorrow.  If it rains, will it affect your game plan? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, of course, you know, it doesn't affect me that much, it 

affects my caddie because it's -- you know, the bag's much heavier, you know?  It was 

45 pounds, now it's about 60 with all the kit we've got in it for tomorrow.  But I think the rain's 

due in the afternoon.  We're off at about 9:00, so let's keep fingers crossed that we get in 

before the rain affects us. 

 

Q.  18 seemed to be a little devilish for a lot of the players.  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  That pin's devilish, it's a real pin and a half.  That's a Sunday pin 

and a half, never mind a Thursday.  I don't know what the hell they're going to do on Sunday 

if that's a Thursday pin, my God.  But very difficult to get over that bunker and stop the ball in 

time.  There must be a lot of players I believe got over the bunker, I was lucky I had an 

up-slope with a wedge and I just managed to stop it.  So yeah, it's a very nasty pin and one 
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that you probably have to play away from, you know, 25-foot left of the hole and two putt and 

get off, and you're gaining on the field because I'm sure that hole was playing over par today 
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