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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    JEFF MAGGERT 
Thursday, May 14, 2015       
 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  5-under 67, Jeff, and right now you've got the early lead.  First 

Regions Tradition. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Second, played last year. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Oh, you did. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Yeah. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just some thoughts on coming back. 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Obviously it's a great course, so I was looking forward to coming back.  

Good tournament, just been -- had a fantastic time last year.  I actually played with Kenny 

Perry on Sunday in the last group.  But I didn't have a very good day with the putter and 

really all week last year, so I was kind of looking forward to getting back and maybe making 

a few more putts, and obviously today was a good day with the putter. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Five birdies on the front side.  Do you want to just tell me about them? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Just good solid ball-striking.  I didn't hit anything, you know, like tap-in 

range; they were all 12 to 15 feet, a couple of them maybe a little longer than that.  But I just 

was rolling the ball well, seeing the lines on the green really well.  Just seemed like from 10 

to 18 feet I just felt really comfortable, like I was going to make those. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  A year of experience here help in any of that regard?  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  A little bit, yeah.  I feel a little more comfortable on the greens.  I feel like 

I've got most of the reads and the breaks down where last year I might have been a little 

uncomfortable in that regard.  One thing I did learn last year is that club selection here can 

be very difficult.  The wind tends to swirl in this little valley here, and you might not think 

much of a 5- to 10-mile an hour wind but it just switches around a lot.  I kind of misclubbed 

myself a couple times on the back nine and I cost myself a couple bogeys.  You know, eight 

birdies around this course was a good day obviously, and 5-under's an excellent start. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Do you want to just go through the birdies in detail and tell me what 

you did starting at 2?  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  No. 2 is driver, kind of my gap wedge about 18 feet.  No. 3, I hit a good 

drive on 3, I had a chance to hit the green in two and just kind of blocked it to the right, it was 

in the bunker.  Hit a nice bunker -- it was a pretty long bunker shot, about 25 yards, but got it 

about 10 feet from the hole and made that.  The par 3, No. 5, I hit a 7-iron in there again 
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about 15, 18 feet and made that.  No. 9, hit a good shot on 9, was close, about 10 to 12 feet 

there.  And 8, hit a pretty close shot in there maybe eight or nine feet there. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Then the back side? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Back side, bogeyed 12 and 13.  Again, those were the two that I kind of 

misclubbed myself and kind of short-sided myself on 12.  It was kind of a tough chip shot.  

But 13 was kind of an easy up-and-down there, I missed about a five-footer for par.  Then hit 

it pretty close on 15 with a 9-iron probably 10 feet.  No. 16 I hit a really good shot that landed 

right next to the hole there and just rolled over the back of the green and into the fringe and 

putted it in from the fringe. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  About how far? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  That was probably the longest putt I made, probably 20 feet maybe.  No. 

17, I had to lay up there and just hit a sand wedge in there about 10 or 15 feet behind the 

hole and made that one.  That was my magic range there, 10 or 15 feet.  That was my only 

fairway miss, I think, on 18.  I had kind of a flyer lie from the left rough and I was kind of in 

between a wedge and a 9-iron.  I just tried to hit kind of an easy 9-iron and it jumped a little 

bit and went over the back of the green into kind of no-man's land really and had to putt it up 

through the fringe.  I putted it up probably 15 yards of fringe there that I had to putt through 

and just barely got it on the green and then two-putted from there. 

 

Q.  We were talking about course knowledge and having experience.  Michael Allen 

said there's a lot of things that you have to really think about out here, and Kevin 

Sutherland was just in here and he said there's a lot of subtleties and he's a guy who 

had not played this course before and shoots a 68.  So is there a fine line there?  I 

mean, you need to know things, but obviously you proved that you can you learn it on 

the fly so to speak.  

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Oh, yeah, these guys after a practice round and a day in the 

pro-am -- Kevin might have played on Monday, too, so you get two or three rounds under 

your belt, you can figure a lot of things out in a hurry, especially guys at this level.  Kevin's 

been playing pretty good this year so not surprising that he had a good round.  But it's a 

ball-striker's course.  You can't just aim for the middle of the green and shoot a good score.  

You've got to pay attention to where the pins are on the greens, and there's a lot of 

compartments on the greens and if you're not hitting it at that part of the green, you're going 

to struggle.  Also, missing the greens obviously on the wrong side of the hole sometimes can 

be pretty devastating.  So you've got to know where to hit your misses around here 

definitely, and hopefully you don't hit too many misses. 

 

Q.  With the lead after one, does that give you confidence going in? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  Just shooting a good score is the main thing.  This is a four-round 

tournament for us.  Normally we're playing three rounds, you want to get off to a hot start 
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and kind of work on it from there, but this is a little bit more of a patient week, just try to play 

a good round each day.  The difficulty of the course, you don't have to come out and just 

tear it up for four days.  You know there's going to be some rough times on the course.  I 

don't really think -- just the history of the tournament here, I think probably 10- to 15-under's 

probably a typical range you would like to be in on Sunday. 

 

Q.  Stay consistent? 

 

JEFF MAGGERT:  A few more 5-unders would help a lot in that regard.  
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