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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  MARK O’MEARA      
Thursday, April 30, 2015 
 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just thought I would ask you, three top 5s in your six stroke play 

events, off to maybe your best start ever on the Champions Tour and you've got a big 

summer coming up.  Maybe just a few thoughts about that, Mark. 

 

MARK O'MEARA:  First of all, at 58, obviously to get the call last fall from the commissioner 

about getting in the World Golf Hall of Fame was certainly a dream come true.  This year I've 

played well.  I got off to a good start in Hawaii and it was cool to play well at the Masters.  It's 

nice to be home this week here in Houston to be able to sleep in my own bed and compete 

at home with friends and family around.  I'm excited, Phil.  It just goes to show you the golf 

ball doesn't know how old you are and you've just got to get out there and keep trying to get 

better and that's what I'm trying to do.  

 

Q.  Did you do anything in the off season to maybe say, I'm 58, I need to maybe grind 

a little more to get ready for this year and it's paying off? 

 

MARK O'MEARA:  I wish I could tell you yes, but I can tell you that I spent time in the river, I 

spent time up at my place in Park City because we had finished the house up in the 

mountains.  Rode my snowmobile a few times, skied a little bit and just kind of relaxed and 

hung out.  It seems like I do better when I have time off and I clear my head, whether I go 

steelhead fishing or float the river.  Like next week I'm going to go over to the Green River 

and float the river and camp for a couple nights down in the river canyon.  For me, that's a 

great form of relaxation that I think in the long term makes me a better player. 

 

Q.  How about your history here at the Woodlands, it's a pretty good tournament 

course for us.  Have you had any highlights?  

 

MARK O'MEARA:  I think I've had decent finishes, nothing great, maybe third or fourth has 

been my best finish.  It's a wonderful golf course.  TPC Woodlands is a great track.  I 

remember playing it in my days when I played the regular tour in the Shell Houston Open 

and I think all the players love playing here.  Bryan Naugle and his staff, certainly the 

Insperity crew do a tremendous job of hosting us this week and we're very thankful that this 

week in Houston we're going to have good weather.  It's been a while since we've been 

blessed to have nice weather for the whole week and it looks like that's going to happen this 

week. 

 

Q.  I'm actually covering Frank Esposito, he's new on the tour.  

 

MARK O'MEARA:  Right.  I played with Frank earlier this year. 

 

Q.  Before you answer a question about what it was like to be a rookie on the tour, 

which is what he is, talk about the Masters.  Did you see that coming? 
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MARK O'MEARA:  Well, I did.  Everybody asks me that.  I know that the media, you know, 

the facts are the facts.  I missed the cut there the last 10 years, but I also know that probably 

three out of the last five years I've hit the ball really well there and I was very disappointed 

that I didn't do better.  It's hard to explain to people when you go out and shoot 75 or 74 or 

73 at Augusta and yet you know deep down inside that I should have had a better score and 

should have made the cut and I didn't.  So this year I wasn't shocked by any means, but to 

be third in birdies at the end of the week; Jordan Spieth and Justin Rose were the only two 

guys that had more birdies than myself, and I think there was three other guys that I tied with 

for third most birdies and I think I was No. 1 in driving accuracy there at Augusta.  I realize I 

don't hit it as far as the kids hit it, but I can still hit it far enough to compete around there.  To 

be a Masters champion, to go back every year and be a small part of an amazing tradition.  

You know, to see Tiger on Monday and Tuesday and play a practice round with him, to 

spend a little bit of quality time with him.  I always sit next to him at the champions dinner on 

Tuesday night, so it was good to get caught up with him.  Looks like he's in a better place 

mentally and physically and I was just thankful to shoot obviously a good score on Friday, 

68.  And then the 77 on Saturday, I made five birdies and shot 77.  But the bounce-back on 

Sunday with 68, my son had drove up from Orlando, he walked around and followed his dad.  

Yeah, it was really special.  Twenty-second, I was proud of the finish.  I look forward to the 

other opportunities I'm going to have, certainly The Open Championship this year at St. 

Andrews, having the Hall of Fame ceremony at that Monday at St. Andrews University and 

then playing n The Open Championship, which to me is one of my favorite tournaments that 

I play in in professional golf.  And to have it there at the home of golf along with that 

emotional aspect of finally being inducted in the World Golf Hall of Fame, it will be a lot of 

fun. 

 

Q.  Just briefly talk about when you first came on the Champions Tour.  Obviously a 

different degree of competitiveness that comes with this, but from that point, what 

went through your mind and your development to the point where you are now? 

 

MARK O'MEARA:  Well, I think what happens is that there's not many professional sports 

that you have the opportunity when you turn 50 to still be competing at a pretty high level.  

The quality of play out here on the Champions Tour, to me, is just tremendous.  It's amazing 

how good the guys still play.  What Bernhard Langer has done out here, his 

accomplishments on the Champions Tour, at times I think he plays as good of golf as he's 

ever played in his life.  And there's times when I play now that I hit it just as good as I did 

when I was really in my prime on the regular tour.  So the quality of play really hasn't 

diminished that much.   

 

When Frank won the Qualifying School and came out here, I know he's a good player, I've 

played with him.  He hits the ball well, but it's super competitive out here and he sees it.  But 

he'll do well because he hits it good and he's a good putter.  You just kind of have to wait 

your turn, kind of bide your moments, and when you get an opportunity to play well, try to 

capitalize on that. 
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Q.  Mark, I was going to ask you one final thing, MD Anderson's got some activation 

out here as far as skin cancer.  Just a quote from you about cautions, what you've 

done over the years to really watch it because you guys are out in the sun so much?  

 

MARK O'MEARA:  Well, being kind of an Irish-American, I understand the aspect of being 

in the sun.  I've actually had melanoma.  I had a small melanoma on the side of my face cut 

out, so I've got to go four times a year to the dermatologist.  I get checked all the time and I 

highly recommend everybody see a dermatologist minimum once or twice a year.  There's 

nothing wrong with that.  The precautions are the sun is very, very strong, everybody reacts 

differently do it, but sunscreen and just basically keeping an eye on yourself.  When you are 

shaving or get ready, a woman or man getting a shower in the morning, be aware of any 

changes that you might have on your skin, and if you see some changes, go get it checked. 
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