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GARY PLAYER:  Well, it's very difficult on a nine hole golf course to make up four shots.  I 

think we made up one and enjoyed playing.  It was a very exciting week, a very different 

format, and I think golf needs more of this.  The fact that you had such big crowds proves 

that.  I think people still want to see people of yesterday or yesteryear and they want to see 

players of today.  So all in all it's been a great success in what Johnny Morris has done here.  

If he's finished, if he ever does finish, I kept repeating, there will be nothing in the United 

States to compare it.  It's absolutely fantastic.  I must say I got a great kick today playing.  I 

never hit one bad shot, which is not something you can often say in your 80th year, so that's 

encouraging.  And the fact that I stay in good shape and work out is a great asset.  I keep 

talking to young people all over the world, I probably speak to 1.5 million people a year, 

India, Africa, United States, and I keep getting this message home to young people.  Look 

after your body, it's a holy temple and it's the greatest investment you can make. 

 

Q.  Larry was saying it was nice seeing you and Jack in a competition like this where 

you have a threat at winning the event.  What was it like to get the competitive juices 

flowing once again on a Sunday?  

 

GARY PLAYER:  Really enjoyable.  Jack and I have been friends for a long, long time and 

have traveled the entire world together and stayed at his home, he's been to my farm on 

many occasions.  We've done hunting together, we've done fishing together, the whole lot, 

and our families have grown up knowing each other.  Jack is such a gentleman to play with, 

it was a great feeling.  I didn't think -- I've never really missed the Tour because I had a 

feast.  I've been a pro for 63 years, so I played an awful lot.  But coming back and being in 

the arena with a chance to win, it was a lovely feeling.  But I can't say I miss the Tour playing 

and living in hotels every week, although I travel extensively designing golf courses and 

representing companies along the way.  
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