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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:  SANDY LYLE & IAN WOOSNAM     
Friday, April 23, 2015 
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  We would lake to welcome Sandy Lyle and Ian Woosnam, 7-under 47.  

Sounds funny to say.  Sandy, maybe just get us started.  We'll ask each of you to just talk a 

little about your day with the delay we had and then we'll get your birdies and then we'll get 

some questions. 

 

SANDY LYLE:  The delay didn't really hurt us that much.  We were already at the clubhouse 

and wrapping up quite warm because obviously it was pretty cold early this morning.  It was 

just a matter of getting limber.  We knew the rain was going to pass over at one stage.   

 

Out on the golf course, they slightly changed the format for this year.  It was a little bit more 

relaxing in some ways, got a little bit two bites of hitting the shots to the greens and then you 

play alternate shot, so I quite enjoyed that format and it worked well for us.  We made some 

birdies and birdied some of the hard holes as well, which is always a little bonus.  Finished 

the day at minus 7, it was a good finish for the day. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Ian?  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  Yeah, I think Sandy said it all really.  I think what we call ham and-egged 

it pretty good today.  When I made a mistake, Sandy was there.  When Sandy made a 

mistake, I was there.  So the course played pretty good as well.  You think all that rain, the 

greens were superb and held up well.  Yeah, I'm very surprised that we shot 7-under and the 

best score after that is 3-under.  I thought someone might have been a little bit better than 

that, but we're happy.  

 

SANDY LYLE:  I put him under pressure quite a bit today because I was the guinea pig, was 

always on the tee first and trying to work out the wind, and I didn't do a very good job half 

the time and put him under a lot of caution, especially when a bit of water came into play but 

he proved a true Brit and came through with flying colors.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  That's why I let Sandy go first because he played here last year and he 

was a bit more experienced with the wind and it would give me a chance to get into the 

game a little bit. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Birdies, birdied No. 3 on your front nine.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  Sandy hit a shot into about 25 feet I think it was and it was up the green 

right to left and I rolled it in, which got us off to good start. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  No. 4? 

 

SANDY LYLE:  That was my putt there, wasn't it, to 12 feet?  Your tee shot.  
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IAN WOOSNAM:  I hit a pretty good tee shot.  Sandy had gone over the green and that was 

good because I knew what to hit the next shot.  I hit it to about 12 feet and you holed it from 

just down the green, didn't you?  

 

DAVE SENKO:  No. 7? 

 

SANDY LYLE:  I hit 6-iron in there to about five or six feet.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  I think that was me, wasn't it?  You went big and I hit it inside you on the 

second shot, 7, yeah.  I hit it to about six or seven feet, you rolled it in. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  No. 8? 

 

SANDY LYLE:  That was my shot.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  That was my shot.  You were No. 8. 

 

SANDY LYLE:  Yeah, my shot was No. 8.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  See?  Still arguing. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit, Sandy, on 8?    

 

SANDY LYLE:  6-iron.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  Pin high to about six feet.  It wasn't very far.  

 

SANDY LYLE:  Yeah, 185 yards or something. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And then maybe just the last three holes you had 15, which was No. 6 

again on the -- 

 

SANDY LYLE:  Made a 2? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Yeah. 

 

SANDY LYLE:  I hit it to about 15-foot left of the flag and holed it. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And then what happened on the bogey?  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  Sandy unfortunately went in the water on the right. 

 

SANDY LYLE:  I hit a hard 8-iron and leaked it way right and the wind caught it.  It was a bit 

of a poor shot and it ended up going in the water.  
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IAN WOOSNAM:  I hit a 7-iron, just pulled it a little bit and plugged it onto the face, but 

knocked it out to about four foot missed it.  Sandy made a four on a three-putt really.  Parred 

the 8th, which was 17th, and then Sandy hit it to about -- 

 

SANDY LYLE:  I hit a scintillating 60-degree with my tee shot.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  To about six feet and holed it. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Who made the putt? 

 

SANDY LYLE:  I did. 

 

Q.  I was wondering if you guys could kind of go back and think of the first time you 

played together and has it been --  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  Long time ago. 

 

Q.  Can you recall the first time you guys met and played together?  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  We've known each other since we were about 12.  We only lived 20 miles 

from each other and we've been playing basically in the same competitions since 12 years 

of age really. 

 

SANDY LYLE:  So the amateur stuff would be the boys things under 18s and then it would 

be the youths and then it would be the international team.  You didn't play Walker Cup, did 

you?  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  No.  I got picked for Walker Cup, but I didn't. 

 

SANDY LYLE:  I go over to his place and play at his course and he would come over to 

mine, or friends of ours at a place called Hill Valley.  We'd go and play little bounce matches, 

we were like a bunch of gunslingers all looking each other up and trying to beat each other 

up.  So that was good competition because it wasn't much of a junior section as you would 

say in those earlier days.  A lot of golf clubs never even thought about the juniors.  But now 

there's obviously junior programs for helping out the ones to get going again.  So we had to 

make our own competitions really and learn from that. 

 

Q.  Did you meet at the golf course, is that how you --  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  Yeah, we weren't driving cars in those days. 

 

SANDY LYLE:  Our parents would have taken us to the competitions.  We played for 

Shropshire, Shropshire boys, and that's how we got to met really.  Again, we've been playing 

in the same competitions for 45 years now. 
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Q.  Did you guys have success together in the Ryder Cup at all?  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  We never played together. 

 

SANDY LYLE:  I don't think we ever played together, which is strange enough. 

 

Q.  So who asked who about teaming together?  We don't see a lot of you over here, 

Ian, these days.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  Because I can't get in half the time.  That's why I like to say to the 

sponsors thanks very much for giving me the opportunity to come over and play.  I've been 

lucky, I've asked for every tournament I've tried to get in, I got in this year and it gives me a 

chance to prove that I can play over here. 

 

SANDY LYLE:  Until the new rules have changed.  When we played in Savannah, the pair 

of us really going as a team needed some sort of help from the sponsor's invitation.  I had to 

get one as well and we thought we would be really struggling for two people to get invitations 

but we managed for several years in a row.  And then obviously moving to the new site now 

and the rules have changed.  I'm in the Hall of Fame so I'm in the tournament.  So you're in 

really as a major win, no?  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  I think actually I'm in as a major winner this year.   

 

SANDY LYLE:  So it's all changed a little bit. 

 

Q.  Kind of a followup, Ian, I think you're going to play like six weeks in a row now in 

the States.  Is that your longest stretch playing here?  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  For a long time, yeah.  Maybe I might have played four or five weeks in 

the '80s.  I did shoot back to Barbados for a week just before the Masters.  So I played 

Tucson, Mississippi -- 

 

SANDY LYLE:  He was six feet tall when he started the season.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  They call me the pro-am king, seems like I play in a pro-am every other 

day, but I am enjoying it.  I think my golf's coming around.  I'm starting to play better all the 

time and that's what I needed. 

 

Q.  Talk about the history, knowing each other for so long.  How much does that come 

into play in a format like this?  

 

SANDY LYLE:  I think it plays -- you've got to understand your opponent and these things 

within reason.  It's a feel-good factor.  If you can feel comfortable with your partner and know 

his strengths and his not-so-good strengths and keep him going and he'll do the same with 
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me.  It's like a marriage in the end, you get through it.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  Got a ring on. 

 

SANDY LYLE:  You've just got to know each other the best you can and get on with it.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  Yeah, it's like Sandy's basically a club longer than me but he was a 

guinea pig this morning.  Obviously if he went long or short, it did give me a better chance, 

you know, while Sandy hits the ball a little bit higher than me and I keep it down a little bit 

more.  It worked out well.  Obviously it worked out well because we're 7-under.  If it didn't 

work out well, we wouldn't be in here.  

 

Q.  I know there are some groups that are still playing over at Buffalo Ridge but it 

seems like all the other scoring so far in this division has been over there.  How do 

you think it sets you guys up for tomorrow that you shot 7-under here, now going to 

Buffalo Ridge on Saturday?   

 

SANDY LYLE:  One thing enough, really tomorrow I think the wind's going to be quite strong 

and this is not the easiest of courses.  The little par 3 course is not an easy course with lofty 

clubs.  The big course I think we might have a little bit more chance to get round in under 

figures anyway.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  Yeah, I think playing at Buffalo Ridge it should be a pretty good 

advantage to us because we both hit it pretty long offer the tee and we carry the ball a long 

way.  There isn't going to be any run over there, so hopefully we can get on those par 5s...  

 

SANDY LYLE:  You played on Tuesday?  It was very windy on the par 3 course.  It was a 

nightmare trying to just get the ball on the green.  Looks simple enough, but by gum, control 

of your golf ball is very, very priority. 

 

Q.  How come you guys were never -- do you think it's odd that you never were paired 

in the Ryder Cups given that you like to play with each other so much? 

 

SANDY LYLE:  I don't know.  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  You know, we never asked for it.  We let the captain do what he wanted 

to do.  If he wanted us to play together, we would have played together.  But I think what 

was important is that at the time in the '80s, we did have a very strong sort of five or six 

players, so we tend to match off them players with other players sometimes.  He played with 

Langer quite a bit, I played with Faldo.  Never even thought of it really.  Just left it to 

Mr. Jacklin.  You can ask him that question, why didn't you play us together. 

 

Q.  You've both played internationally all over the place and I'm kind of wondering, 

looking at this facility and what Johnny Morris has built, have you seen anything else 

in the world that compares to this? 
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SANDY LYLE:  No, I don't think I have at all, to have a professional tournament on a par 3.  

We have a par 3 tournament, have you played that one?  

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  Yeah, it's called the British Par 3.  Nothing like this.  It's a nice little par 3, 

but it's all on six acres. 

 

SANDY LYLE:  A little bit of prize money to play for.   

 

IAN WOOSNAM:  This is something special.  It's not just the golf course, it's the shooting, 

the rodeos, what we had last night.  I think for this particular area of Missouri, to fetch the 

people to come here.  You've got the choice of going shooting, fishing, playing golf.  It's a 

great resort, and certainly if I lived around this area, I would want to come up here and have 

a few days anyway.   
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