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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:   ROCCO MEDIATE      
Saturday, April 18, 2015 
 
 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  67 today and you're in solo 3rd at 9-under. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Cool.   

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just A couple thoughts about the round.  Obviously you probably had 

a few holes -- 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, played -- basically I had a birdie putt on 2 to start with, which I 

made, thank you.  And then I played the last seven and played the last 18.  So it's only 20, 

what, 25 holes, no big deal.  I feel good.  Just the caddies are the ones that get it with all 

those -- I've got a light bag, but still a nightmare for them. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  You had a nice run of four birdies in a row on the front nine.  Talk 

about that a little bit. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Let me think, second round.  Missed it from close on 1 and 2 coming 

out, and then I made about a 15-footer on 3, just a little wedge in there.  Then a three-footer 

on 4, a little sand wedge in there, just a little pitch actually.  And then 5 -- what'd I do on 5?  I 

hit a 9-iron into 5, 15-footer there.  Then I made about a 20-footer on 6.  So yeah, it was a 

good start.  I putted good today.  I putted really good the last two days actually, that's what's 

kind of saving me, and I pitched the ball good.  I just made a couple mistakes.   

 

I birdied 10, made a 9-iron in there about 12 feet behind the hole.  And 11, I didn't even 

come close to clearing the water it was such a bad swing.  But yeah, I'm struggling a little bit 

hitting my ball right now.  But that happens, it just happens.  I've been around long enough 

not to lose my mind.  I just kind of had fun with it and came back nicely actually.  I was 

pleased with the finish.   

 

It was fun playing with Tom, playing with the Toms, Pernice and Kite.  Playing with Tom Kite 

is just an absolute thrill, I love playing with Tom, he's such a good guy.  And Pernice is just 

solid, pretty much solid all the time.  Pernice is kind of boring, he's just boom, ba-boom, 

ba-boom, ba-boom right down the pipe on the green most of the time.  But they're both good 

guys, good buddies.    

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Birdies at 13 and 15. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I drove just short of the green on 13, had a real pretty pitch.  

That was a good little pin right there.  That's a neat little hole from up there.  Pitched it to 

about a couple feet past the hole.  Where else did I birdie?  15, hit good 8-iron just under the 

hole about 10 feet and made that.  But yeah, I saved myself a bunch of times today which 

allowed me to do what I did.  But that is part of the game, that is why we have sand wedges 
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and putters and stuff, you have to use those occasionally to make pars. 

 

Q.  What do you think of the leaderboard and the situation?  Obviously the weather's 

a big -- 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, it looks really bad.  This golf course, if it gets another half inch of 

rain, this whole ballgame's over.  I don't care what they can do.  It's in perfect condition, too, 

that's what's awful.  The fairways are perfect, the greens are perfect, everything's perfect.  

But what are you going to do?  They're just soaked.  I don't care if it was -- I don't think you 

could have enough drainage or the water this place has.  But the greens are as good as 

we'll putt all year, and the fairways would have been as good or as good as we play all year 

but it's just wet.  Everything's perfect.  It would be cool to see it firm.  Maybe next year. 

 

Q.  You mentioned 11, you were --  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  For God's sake. 

 

Q.  Sorry.  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  No, you're all right.  It's going to happen again someday, I'll make a 

double bogey again, I guarantee it.   

 

It was just a 4.  I probably quit on it a little bit obviously thinking it might be too much.  Like I 

said, my golf swing's a bit off right now so there's a lot going on up here before the shot's hit.  

Just trying to get it in between things, I'm not being very pinpoint.  I went to a 4, yeah.  It 

probably was just a 5-iron, it probably was just a 5, but -- 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Oh, yeah I was thinking that all day.  Absolutely.  I think all of us were.  

And getting off to that start, I was right where I wanted to be, I just made that little bitty 

mistake.  But like I said, I'm kind of smoke and mirrors right now.  I'll hit some really 

unbelievable shots and some really horrible shots, and that's just I'm a little off.  I know what 

the deal is but it's just hard to make it right sometimes.  So it's one of those things.  If it ends 

tomorrow, that's as good as I can do.  I mean, if you'd have said the way I feel being 9-under 

par, who are you watching?  But I had a couple good streaks there and got it up and down a 

bunch of good times and I'm around somewhere.  It would be cool to play, but I don't know.  

I hope we do.  It could miss us, it looks bad.  Our guys are saying it's not good. 

 

Q.  As it is, Olin and Langer both shoot 64 today.  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, that's fantastic. 

 

Q.  And Browne's up by 1, so he could have effectively won the tournament.  
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ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Your thoughts on comparing 64s and Browne --  

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, it's a good -- it's just a good -- you have to keep it -- I mean it's 

hard to play off this really wet stuff, you have to have control of your golf club.  It's just 

they're two great rounds.  Nothing that Bernhard does ever surprises anybody so I don't 

know what to say about that.  I guess that's a compliment, isn't it?   

 

Olin's been playing good the last year.  He's been playing good but he's come around nicely 

last year and this year's he's played pretty good.  Doesn't surprise me at all.  Olin can go.  

But you have to have a little more control of your club off these fairways right now and not 

miss-hit.  I miss-hit a bunch today and you get just destroyed from it.  But those are great 

rounds, 8-under par.  Look what Spittle did, too.  I was looking at the scoreboard.  He starts 

out with 7 and makes 9 birdies, that's unbelievably cool. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Olin called Bernhard a public peril. 

 

ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah, I remember a couple years ago they asked me my first year on 

tour, it was at the team championship and I was hitting balls beside to Bernhard.  I think the 

Golf -- somebody came up and talked to me.  So what don't you like about the Champions 

Tour?  And I was talking to Bernhard, I went him.  Because he won like four events already.  

So I'm like him, he has to go, go somewhere else.  Can't he go back and play in Germany 

somewhere?   

 

I like it.  Like everybody says, jokes around, but I like playing when he's in the field because 

he's -- he makes you play better.  See, guys like that, like Tiger was the same way.  When 

Tiger's in the field, he makes you play better.  When Bernhard's in the field, he makes you 

play better because you know more than likely he's going to be around the lead somewhere 

after a day or two, you know what I mean?  So you know you're going to have to come with 

it to be around him.  And I think that's -- the other guys, well, you've got to get rid of him.  I 

said no, we need him to play every week, that's what we need.  If he wins eight 

tournaments, fine.  But we need him to play every week.  So yeah, he's awesome.  He's 

hilarious, too, by the way.  Good dry sense of humor.   
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