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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   JOEY SINDELAR      
Friday, April 17, 2015 
 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Joey, 4-under, played 16. 

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  Putting on No. 7, my 16th, yes, yes. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Maybe just talk about the day.  A little crazy with the weather and 

everything. 

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  Yeah, and it's always a weird one because the tournament, as nice as 

the tournament is here and everywhere we play, they're always apologizing to us for this.  

It's like they waited all year for this one week.  We play 27, 28 a year, we get some rainouts, 

we get some not.  We've got next week.  They've waited all year for this and they got 

popped right in the nose and it's too bad for them.   

 

The Tour has had such a great existence here in Atlanta.  Gosh, I'm here from the early, mid 

'80s, started at Atlanta Country Club, then came here.  It's awesome, awesome for all of us 

to be back here.  The course was beautiful, and really until the end quite playable even 

though it was already wet even before today.  The grass, you know, we looked at each 

other, the grass is gorgeous.  The greens are as good as we've seen them, and then it has 

to do that.   

 

The scoring, I haven't really looked at the scores.  I would imagine there were plenty of guys 

making some birdies because the wind wasn't blowing.  That's always the big thing for us, 

the wind is the hardest, although possibly as the years tick on by, the cold becomes the 

hardest because the body ceases to function, particularly in my case and I heard plenty of 

others say that.  So the driving distances that might have been pretty good at the beginning 

of the day were 25 yards shorter near the end of the day.  But just a gorgeous course, fun to 

be back here in town and we love everything about this course.   

 

And the last thing I should mention, this course, we're seeing it as opposites.  This course 

bares its teeth when it's firm and fast and crispy, and I remember a few of those years on the 

regular Tour.  Is this the third year here now?  Last year was soupy, the year before wettish.  

We haven't had firm and fast here yet I don't think for Champions.  Again, that's when this 

course is really just vicious because it shrinks.  When the greens are firm, it effectively 

shrinks the size of them, the playable edges.  So if we could stay limber enough, we had our 

way with it today so it was fun out there. 

 

Q.  Do you change the way you play when the weather's like this? 

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  You know, I think me, no, and at our age I don't think we're changing 

much.  I think that's the good news of this age.  When we were young our swings changed 

all the time, and when we're old we're here with what we've got.  It was very interesting 
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playing lift, clean and place.  The fairways are mowed -- the grass growth is so good that 

normally we look for a little higher spot in the grass, particularly when it's this wet because if 

you catch one a little fat, it's not getting there when it's this wet.  The fairways are so perfect, 

it's like a perfect brush cut.  So you would see guys kind of looking down at the ground trying 

to find a really good lie.  So I think what happens when it's wet, so not me changing the way 

I play, but most of us, the ball generally goes back in the stance to make sure you're not 

hitting it fat, you've got to catch the ball first.  So we're playing ball-first golf out there today, 

just trying to make sure it goes forward and solidly.  It's a big, generous golf course.  Again, 

when it's wet, the ball's not rolling out into the edges of the rough.  Wherever it lands, it's 

kind of staying.  So I think we're just here to do whatever it is we've done the last 10 years 

and we will do hopefully the next 10. 

 

Q.  The forecast is especially daunting, so if tomorrow is possibly your last day here 

and you're close to the lead, you become more aggressive tomorrow thinking that 

might be it? 

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  I would think that if that was the case later in the day, although it's going 

to be hard to tell that because I think we're going by pairings that are already existing, right, 

for the second round? 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Same groups tomorrow, changing tees. 

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  For instance, I'm first.  I'm literally in the first group, so I'll be done when 

lots of other guys still have seven, eight, nine holes to play.  So we won't be in order so it 

won't be easy to make that assessment.  As a matter of fact, I started on the back, so I will 

start my second round on the front and we'll be finishing on 18, so I could probably see the 

leaderboards.  Tonight we would have been finishing on the front and wouldn't have seen 

boards.  But yes, in any normal circumstance that would be the case.  If it's getting towards 

the end, see what's going on, although with the amount of times I've been on the 

leaderboard the last couple years I'm probably better not looking. 

 

Q.  What's your mindset going into tomorrow knowing you may play, what, 24, 25 

holes? 

 

JOEY SINDELAR:  Yeah, for me 20, 20 plus a putt.  You know, you've got to have -- just 

really the answers unfortunately are the same.  You've got to have patience.  The ball is 

going to be -- another thing we should discuss really that I find really interesting, if you're 

hitting the fairways, it's lift, clean and place and it's great.  The turf in the fairways is the 

winter grass that's got beautiful turf.  If you miss the fairways, you're into the dormant 

Bermuda, which doesn't have life yet.  That's where the mud is.  If you miss the fairway, 

you're going to have a mud ball, and if you have a mud ball, it's not going to be a little bit, it's 

going to be one of those big barrel-rolling could be 20 yards either way with an 8-iron.  So 

really the premium is going to be on driving the ball, getting it to a place where you either 

can then clean it and trust whatever shot is next.   
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I'm sorry, so your question was what's different over 20 holes.  So driving the ball well, 

patience.  The rest of the answers are pretty much the same, pick your spots.  Like today the 

pin on No. 5, is 5 the par 4?  Yeah, 5 with the creek in front of the green and the pin was 

over to the right.  So if you're at a 7-iron or more, that's a kind of play the middle of the 

green, but if you're at 8-iron or less, you can go for it.  Those are the decisions you kind of 

just have to work with once you get out there and see what's going on.   
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