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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   GARY HALLBERG      
Friday, April 17, 2015 
 
 

GARY HALLBERG:  With this rain, the greens haven't just been soaked, so tells a lot about 

the superintendent.  These greens are perfect.  Not much wind, just a nuisance, as you 

know.  Lift, clean and place, which was so you could put the ball, but still even lift, clean and 

place there's not much place you could put it.  They mowed the fairways really tight 

yesterday so you have tight, wet lies, so you've got to catch it pretty clean.  But for me it was 

I drove it, I'm driving it real straight so I'm in the fairway and on the green.  You know, putting 

for birdies, a couple up-and-downs.  

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Can you just basically recollect the holes you played, any real 

highlights of the day? 

 

GARY HALLBERG:  I birdied 12.  12's a hard hole.  I mean, it's long, over water and the 

pin's back.  I hit a 6-iron about seven feet there and made the putt for birdie, so that was 

really a great start, you know.  Let's see, just birdied some good holes.  Birdied I think it was 

15.  Yeah, 15, that's a tough hole.  I feel like I'm just hitting the ball nicely.  I know where my 

misses are going.  I've got a great group.  I'm playing with Stephen Ames and Andy North, 

and they're just relaxed and just a nice relaxing day to play.  So all in all, fantastic for me to 

be out here.  It's really my first tournament I feel a hundred percent, I feel good. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  Just talk about where you've been coming into this week or 2015. 

 

GARY HALLBERG:  Well, it's a year I have to scratch and claw, so I'm not exempt.  I need 

sponsor exemptions and play my way in and all that stuff, so it's going to be a tough year for 

me.  I guess you could say that's it right now for me.  I've got to really just play my game. 

 

Q.  So the rain, it didn't seem horrible, it was just kind of an annoyance? 

 

GARY HALLBERG:  Yeah, everything got wet.  Our golf bags, you have the cover and you 

have the umbrella and you have everything going.  You pull the 5-iron out and the grip's all 

wet because the bags are just soaked.  It's just so wet.  And my golf bag, I've ordered a new 

golf bag.  I've got this old golf bag that I've been using and the water just soaks right into it, 

so it's not a good rain bag.  And I'm not dressed for it.  I don't have rain pants, I left 

everything at home.  Going to Atlanta, it's going to be nice.  That was a mistake. 

 

Q.  Do you have any history here from the BellSouth? 

 

GARY HALLBERG:  I don't think so, not on this course.  No, I never -- I don't remember, 

you know, doing real well. 

 

Q.  You're through 5? 
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GARY HALLBERG:  Yes. 

 

Q.  How far did you get on 6? 

 

GARY HALLBERG:  Hadn't teed off, hadn't teed off there.  No. 5 was a hard hole, that was 

good to get that finished.  Lipped a birdie out there.  Close. 

 

Q.  You were talking about how well the greens were holding with the water. 

 

GARY HALLBERG:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Were you expecting play to resume? 

 

GARY HALLBERG:  I said the way they were holding.  They weren't holding like sticking, 

they were firm, which was amazing.  Well, yeah, the fairways were just unplayable and water 

was standing on the greens, so it's just so wet.  I asked one of the officials, I said if we can 

only get 18 holes in, is that an official event?  I don't know the rule on that. 

 

PHIL STAMBAUGH:  No, it's got to be 36 holes. 

 

GARY HALLBERG:  It's got to be 36 holes.  We'll get it in.  We'll go out in the morning, 

finish our round, and we'll have two days to get 18 holes in.  I'm sure we'll do it. 

 

Q.  Does that weather in the back of your head change the way you approach your 

play tomorrow? 

 

GARY HALLBERG:  No.  You know, it's a good distraction I think sometimes.  You're 

thinking about doing all this stuff and staying dry.  You're not worried about the next shot or 

the next hole or the one you just played.  You're in the present moment. 
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