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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:   LEE JANZEN 
Sunday, February 15, 2015  
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Lee, congratulations.  I know it's been a while since you won, 

Rocco and I were talking about that, but just maybe share your thoughts to win in a 
playoff and making that big putt on No. 18. 

 

LEE JANZEN:  There's some things that are the same between winning a 
tournament on the regular tour and winning one on the Champions Tour.  I don't know 

if everybody has to go through the same torment, but I know I do.   
 

The battle of keeping your mind focused on the present, trying to find that rhythm 

because as adrenaline kicks in, things just start happening and you have to keep 
everything in check.  The guys that do it every week, it is really an amazing thing that 

they can do what they do week in and week out and get in contention and have a 
chance to win all the time.  I guess maybe you get used to it somewhat.   

 
I have not been in contention nearly enough over the years, so it was a challenge.  I 

was willing to have the learning curve start over.  I had to get near and learn how to 

calm myself and hit good putts and hit good shots and control my distance and all that 
sort of stuff.  I seemed to keep my swing in check pretty good for three days.  I know I 

was doing really well in greens hit yesterday, I don't know how many I hit today.  
That's the good news, I wasn't counting any of the stuff, I don't know any of the stats. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Well, the one thing to pass along, you do get to go to Hawaii now for 
two years. 

 
LEE JANZEN:  I know, I really wanted to go there this year.  The last few years 

leading up to my turning 50, there's a lot of guys on the Champions Tour that don't 
know what the regulations are to get in that tournament because they told me I was 

already in.  But winning a major does not get you in, it just gives you an opportunity to 

get an exemption, so you have to win to get in.  Now I've taken care of that, there's no 
way they can keep me out, I am going to go.  I'll make my reservation tomorrow. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Let's get your birdies.  You had the run there 3, 4 and 5. Do you 

remember shot sequence? 

 
LEE JANZEN:  Yep.  I made two good pars on the first two holes.  Putt up the hill 

between two sprinklers to a tap-in and then I had a very long putt on 2 and I putted it 
in for a tap-in.  I didn't have to work very hard on the short putts but I had to really 

gauge the speed and have touch.  Even though they were pars, I felt they were at 
least a positive to execute those.  And then 3, I hit a good drive and it was down the 

right side and I wanted to just draw a little bit to make sure I carried it in the fairway.  

Then we got up there and it was way down there. I hit 6-iron to the green and I hit a 
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good shot and it just stopped really quick.  I still had a decent look at an eagle putt but 

an easy birdie.  It was a good way to get on the board with a birdie. 
 

No. 4, I hit a good 3-wood and we calculated the wind was helping a little bit and 
thought a pitching wedge would be a perfect shot for that distance, and I did 

everything the way I wanted to.  As it turns out, I think the wind kind of came across.  

Luckily, the ball went far enough to get on the front fringe just short of the pin, a 
relatively straight putt from 18 feet. 

 
And then No. 5, hitting first, it was a good yardage for me.  Front right pin, left-to-right 

wind, not a great pin for a drawer, but a smooth swing, I just tried to hit straight at the 
pin and figured the draw against the wind would straighten out.  I also was concerned 

that I was going to miss it to the right because the wind was left-to-right.  I hit it dead 

pin high right of the hole about eight feet.  
 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit?  
 

LEE JANZEN:  7-iron, 158 or so.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  And then 8? 

 
LEE JANZEN:  No. 8, really good drive.  I had 146.  The wind's in mostly from the left 

a little bit, back-right pin, another good yardage.  I had a slight little right-to-left lie, so 
my concern was keeping my clubface square so that would give me the best chance 

of hitting a good shot.  But I hit it about pin high maybe 20-something feet left of the 

hole.   
 

I had been aggressive with my putting earlier in the day because I thought that was a 
good thing because I was trying to make them, so I felt pretty good about giving it a 

run from 20, 25 feet there, too.  I saw the line pretty good and felt like I had a good 

line and all I was really concerned with was hitting my putts on line.  That's all I've 
been trying to do for a long time and more and more of them are starting to go in.   

 
Next at 11 -- imagine that, somebody's trying to call.  Turn the phone off.  John Cook, 

he's a champion. 
 

So 11, my drive was just a foot left of the fairway but I had a great lie.  Bermuda 

rough you can sometimes get a flyer lie but it was a very clean lie, so I felt like a good 
swing, I could pinch the ball and catch it clean.  Pin's in the back so you don't have to 

land it back there by the pin, you have to land it middle of the green-ish and it will 
release back towards the hole.  Once again, even though it's a 20-foot putt, I feel like 

if I can start it on line with the right speed, I've got a chance to make it and I made 

that one also. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  20 feet, you say?  
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LEE JANZEN:  Yeah. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit second?  
 

LEE JANZEN:  7-iron, 180 I think I had to the pin. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  And then the bogey at 12. 

 
LEE JANZEN:  Interesting.  As far as every shot I hit the whole week, I didn't hit any 

of them any more in the dead center of the clubface than that shot I hit on 12 with a 
5-iron, but that's golf.  I had 180 yards, it's a little into the wind.  That's probably too 

far to ask to hit a 6-iron especially when anything short is bad, so the smart thing is to 

hit it past the pin a little bit.  I hit it on a great line and unfortunately I just hit it so good 
and the wind kind of stopped and it went through the green.  It wasn't a super hard 

chip, but it was just hard enough because the ball was in the rough.  I gave myself a 
decent putt for par, eight feet.  I think I was putting pretty much straight up into the 

grain a little bit, so if I pulled it a little bit or pushed it a little bit, it's harder to make, but 

I had a chance to make a par. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  And then 18, shot sequence on 18? 
 

LEE JANZEN:  18, well, I hit my drive and I did not hear any large roars in the recent 
memory so I was assuming Bart Bryant was still 16-under.  So after I hit my drive, 

which was a good drive down the right side, as good a spot as any.  I mean, where 

that pin was I don't think mattered if it was left side or right side, you've just 
basically -- if you need birdie, you're going to have to shoot at the pin.   

 
Then I asked somebody if 16 was where Bart was.  So that was confirmed that I 

needed to make birdie, so there was really no need to discuss anything other than 

what yardage I had and what club I needed to hit and what shot I needed to hit to get 
it as close as I could.  So I had 140 yards.  We worked out the wind was mostly 

left-to-right and maybe a slight bit in.  So it was only playing a little bit longer than that 
so I hit a 9-iron.  Generally I draw the ball, so the wind was minimal enough that if I hit 

it straight at the pin with a slight draw, the wind would probably hold it up.  I think I hit 
a pretty good shot because the ball drifted right only a hair.  Had I miss-hit it into that 

wind, it probably would have just gobbled it up and it would have been short.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  And the length of the putt?  

 
LEE JANZEN:  The putt was eight feet, nine feet, inside right, maybe right lip. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  And then playoff. 
 

LEE JANZEN:  As I said before, 15, 16, 17, 18 all were pretty similar putts; maybe a 
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little difference in distance but they were all inside 15 feet, but they were all just right 

around the right lip.  The one on 17 I hit really good, I just hit it too hard.  Looking at 
18 again, I thought it's the same putt so just make you hit the right speed. 

 
In the playoff.  Bart drew, he got number two so I was up first.  I hit a pretty good drive 

down the right side, not as far as I hit it in regulation but pretty much the same line.  I 

had 165.  So I was 25 yards further back so it might have been getting a little bit 
cooler and maybe the wind turned just a hair.  Bart was behind me 10, 15 yards.  

Once he hit his shot, I was, you know, thinking about hitting it to the pin, being 
aggressive, but once he hit his shot, I calculated where's the best place to be to make 

a 4.  Long was no good.  If I brought long into play and went left at all, it goes down 
left of the green and that's an extremely hard chip, so I was very content to be short 

and left.  I just had to be disciplined enough to aim it left at the front of the green and 

hit it there, so that's what I did with a 7-iron. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  And what was your distance?  
 

LEE JANZEN:  My yardage or putt? 

 
DAVE SENKO:  The putts. 

 
LEE JANZEN:  The putt was 35 feet or 40 feet, 35 to 40 feet. 

 
Q.  (Inaudible)  
 

LEE JANZEN:  I got it to about that far, close enough that I knew I was going to make 
it so I would say it's about a foot, yeah.  Reading it, all I was concerned about was the 

speed, focused on hitting it the right speed and that was it.  If you do that, even if you 
misread it by half a foot or a foot, it won't be very far from the hole if you hit it perfect 

speed.  

 
Q.  Lee, hitting your approach in regulation, how did it feel to be in that 
situation and was it nerves or here I have a chance to do this and I'm going to 
do it? 

 
LEE JANZEN:  Well, certainly adrenaline was a factor and I could remember what 

that's like, so that's good.  The Callaway just in the fall, four-round tournament, I had 

a chance to win that.  I ended up in a playoff with Tommy Armour, so pretty recent 
memory.  I also just played in a six-hole playoff to try to get into the Phoenix Open 

Monday qualifier.  And a year ago the L.A. Open also.  Two holes, but a Monday 
qualifier playoff also.   

 

So I've been in enough playoffs.  I guess I'm happy that I was in those playoffs 
because that experience helps.  For me, I'm sure a lot of golfers think that, as you 

climb and get over obstacles or hurdles, you have to be in a situation.  If you mess 
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up, then you figure out what should I have done and that's what I'm going to do next 

time.  You have to learn.  So I've been in enough playoffs to know that it's so easy to 
get distracted, you have to just really -- for me, I have to be even more conscious to 

be focused on playing the hole and being aggressive, go out there and try and win 
the playoff on the first hole.   

 

So you asked me about the 9-iron.  Really, I was enjoying the moment.  I was grateful 
that I could stand there and say I have an opportunity to make a birdie here and tie 

and get in a playoff.  I was grateful that I even had the chance, which might have 
made it easier to go ahead and aim at the pin. 

 
Q.  You mentioned distractions in the playoff.  When Bart's ball does that and 
goes in, now the door is kind of open there for you, is it hard to kind of refocus 
because like you just said, you're thinking, well, I'm going to have to probably 
go here and now it's find a safe spot? 

 
LEE JANZEN:  Right, right.  Well, I certainly didn't need a 3.  The thought did come in 

my head, the only thing I can't do is hit it in the water.  That would just be dumb to 

follow him in there.  On the same note, I didn't want to take so much club that I hit it 
long or left and give myself an equally hard chance at making par. 

 
So I really had to have a lot of faith to hit a club that wasn't going to hit to the pin to 

put it where I knew I was going to make a 4.  I've been in a lot of playoffs and tight 
tournaments down the stretch and it's never been easy.  I'm not going to say that was 

easy, but that's the first time someone hit it in the water and there I was, really all I 

had to do was hit that 7-iron on the green.  So that's the mental fight to say you have 
this shot, that's the only thing that matters, don't worry, forget any of that other stuff 

you're thinking about, this is all that matters right here. 
 

Q.  I was just wondering what's going through your mind on 18 when you have 
so much time before your putt, because I noticed you did a little practice 
putting before you started lining things up.  Like you said, you've been so close 
on so many of the putts leading up to that, just what's going through your mind 
with all that time to think? 

 
LEE JANZEN:  Right.  Well, once I hit it in there, I couldn't wait to get a chance to 

putt it.  You know, there's going to be two results but either way we figured there 

would probably be some commotion after I putted, either cheering for Bart that he just 
won or yahoo, we have a playoff.  So I let those guys putt out and happy they both 

made their putts, it's not an easy situation under that.  They're trying to finish the 
tournament, have a good tournament.   

 

I just tried not to stare at my putt very long because that's part of routine.  The flow of 
golf, they putt, I walk up, I have my chance to read the putt.  I just ignored reading it.  I 

already knew where I was going to play it.  I probably knew when the ball landed on 



TeeScripts.com 6 

the green it was a right-lip putt.  We get a pretty good idea what the greens are like 

ahead of time. 
 

Q.  After your bogey you didn't have another birdie again until 18.  Did that 
bogey affect you in any way, shape or form? 

 

LEE JANZEN:  Well, I mean, it was really one of the most pure shots I hit all week, 
but yeah, and it just went basically 10 yards too far.  During the course of a 

tournament, it doesn't matter how good you play, you're going to have something and 
you have to put it behind you.  So I felt like I did, I hit a good drive off the next hole, 

perfect position, and I hit what I thought was a really good second shot and the wind 
changed direction, picked up and I came up short.  Executed a pretty good chip shot 

from where I was and I just didn't get any roll out of it.   

 
I absolutely probably should have birdied 13.  I had a 3-iron to the green on a par 5, I 

should make birdie.  And I had a 4-iron to the green on 17 and didn't make birdie.  I 
knew I had plenty of opportunities.  The bogey on 12, birdie chance on 13, 15, 16.  

17, the par 5 with a 4-iron, another birdie chance.  So the chances were there but I 

still had one more opportunity, so I put those behind me.  Instead of thinking that I 
shouldn't even be playing to get in a playoff, I was very grateful that I even had the 

chance. 
 

Q.  You shared a lot of emotions after winning.  I don't know if it was because of 
the journey or what, but can you elaborate on why this meant so much to you? 

 

LEE JANZEN:  Yeah, golf just does a lot of things.  I guess there's a lot to the story.  
As competitors, we work to win and that's what we're striving to do.  It would be great 

to win, that's our goal.  To go to Hawaii at the beginning of the year, to be at Hualalai, 
the Mitsubishi, that was the goal this year.  I wanted to work on my game in such a 

way that I was going to give myself the best opportunity to win.  You don't know when 

it's going to come.  I wish I did.  Hopefully I can build on this.   
 

The emotion, it's been a long journey.  Some of it, you know, how do I put it right?  
Winning the U.S. Open, you're on top of the world.  Then playing really poorly, you 

wonder how the heck you even did it.  There's highs and lows, and the journey for 
me, ultimately I realized that golf can become an idol and that I was way too 

concerned about my identity as far as my golf scores went.  You know, I think that 

was helpful this week as far as peacefulness goes.  On 18 I was like I have to make 
birdie here to get in a playoff, or I make a par and I don't and I'll just go back to the 

drawing board and work harder on my putting because I had some putts I could have 
made that would have made a difference.  But there was a peace that to me it didn't 

matter whether I won or not.  I work on my game in a certain way so I'm going to do 

the best I can on every shot and I don't need to worry about what people think, 
whether I hit a good shot or a bad shot.  I used to have a terrible temper and threw 

clubs and carried on.  That was really the breakthrough was to realize I was only 
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doing that because I was too worried about what other people thought about my golf 

game, so I felt like I had to get mad to show them that I was better than that, which 
was just ridiculous. 

 
Q.  Are you comfortable with how much credit Rocco is going to take for your 
win? 

 
LEE JANZEN:  He can have all the credit and I hope he's in Hawaii with me. 

 
Q.  Seriously, what was it like to be with him during the week?  Looks like you 
guys hadn't really done something for this length of time? 
 

LEE JANZEN:  It was great.  I was driving -- he called me Monday.  We played the 

Wall Street pro-am with Jack Nicklaus.  If we're ever doing an outing or a tournament, 
we look for each other.  We have to spend at least five minutes or something during 

the day.  He said, hey, we have a bedroom open if you want to stay, and I'm like, I'm 
there, put me in.  It was a great week just hanging, you know, flipping through the 

channels watching shows that we like, just laughing, just stuff we've done for such a 

long time. 
 

DAVE SENKO:  Did he pick your shirt out? 
 

LEE JANZEN:  I did.  I came over, I said, are you comfortable with me wearing this 
shirt with black pants?  He goes, absolutely.  I ironed it yesterday and it had a spot on 

it so I had to wash it. 

 
DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Lee.   
 


