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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT:  COLIN MONTGOMERIE 
Friday, February 13, 2015  
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Colin, great start, 66, including 5-under on the back nine.  

Maybe just get us started.  Looks like one birdie at 1 and then five on the back nine? 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, eight pars from the first hole.  The first hole was a 

bonus obviously.  You try to lag it up and it goes in from 40-foot, so that's a great 
start.  And then the next seven holes or eight holes on that nine, I had eight birdie 

putts and didn't hole one of them, so that was disappointing to turn at 35.  Then as 
the wind picked up and it got more difficult, I happened to hole some putts on the 

back nine and that's all really.  Holed a good putt at 10 and a super putt at 12.  

Anytime you make birdie at 12 with a left-to-right wind is good on that par 3.  Hit two 
good shots into 13 and two putts there, and then 16, 17.  16 was about a 12-footer 

and 17 an eight-footer, but they still have to go in with the wind, and I'm just glad for 
the last because the last hole's one of the toughest that we play obviously all year.  

So delighted with 66, it's a good start.  Whether it's going to lead tonight or not is 
dependent, but it's there or thereabouts and it's a much better start than I was last 

week.  I threw in a 73 I think last week.  You know out here the standard is that good 

that you can't do that.  So much better.  I give myself most improved award from last 
week.   

 
DAVE SENKO:  Were you able to look back, what was the issue last week, anything 

in particular? 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I prefer this golf course, I do, I prefer the golf course.  You 

have a feel to a golf course.  I was 6th there last year and I've been looking forward to 
coming back here.  I do like the way this course sets up, a Jack Nicklaus course.  He 

faded all shots into the green and so do I, so you can feel an eye to Jack Nicklaus' 
courses.  It's peculiar the way that it is, he does set them up.  Like that last hole, for 

instance, anything front left to back right and how it gets further as you do.  So it just 

meets my eye better than say last week's course did. 
 

Q.  How do you think the round could have went, I guess, if the 40-footer 
doesn't drop? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  On the first?  I know, I know it's amazing, isn't it?  You 
want to get off to a decent start with a couple of good early putts, for instance, and 

then one goes in and it gives you a huge boost, it does.  So I've always been -- the 
first three holes, if you get the feel of the pace and the feel of the putter taking it from 

the practice ground to the course is vital.  And you usually, your last putt to your first 
putt is a good 15, 20 minutes and it's a very important time to get the feel of the 

putter, to continue with it, the feel you have when the leave the putting green.  

Hopefully that's positive and it's positive on the first hole and it does give you a bit of a 
boost, it does, yeah. 
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Q.  I was wondering if, like you said, you put yourself in a position on the front 
nine but didn't have a lot of birdies to show for it.  Was there a part where 
you're saying as long as I keep doing this, that at some point those are going to 
come?  
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  This is what the caddies are paid for, to actually tell you to 
be patient.  Then you almost hit them over the head because you've got three rounds, 

not four, and patience never won any bloody thing, not in a three-round event.  A 
four-round event is different, but not a three-round event.  You can't afford to be 

patient, you've got to go for it.  So I almost knocked him out when he said, oh, don't 
worry, just be patient.  But apart from that he was okay.  Yeah, you have to be, you 

have to give yourself chances, and I kept giving myself chances and a few went in on 

the back nine.  That's all it was really.  I drove the ball well today, I put the ball in play 
and gave myself opportunities and that was key.  

 
DAVE SENKO:  What did you do after Hawaii?  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I went home.  I had a meeting in L.A. on the Monday 
morning.  I went back to Scotland.  So Hawaii to Scotland is not next door, that's 

almost as far as you go, and then back again.  I came out here last Monday, so I had 
five days at home and I'm back again on Sunday evening, back from Miami home to 

Scotland, and then off to Australia, down to Sidney for a day.  Mad, but someone's 
paying for it, so it's okay.  I don't want any sympathy.  And then back to the Middle 

East and home and then back out.  Where are we going, Tucson, aren't we?  So 

that's another long one.  I've got my season ticket on British Airways, I'm all right.  
You travel a lot.  Unfortunately I don't have a place over here and the commute is 

rather long.  Minimum four, four and a half thousand miles commute I do to work.  It's 
not perfect but at the same time I do enjoy it over here, so it's well worth it. 

 

Q.  You were mentioning how you like this course.  Was there a point last year 
when you said to yourself, boy, I really like the feel of this? 

 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes.  I birdied the 17th on Saturday I believe to get, I think, 

one behind the leader I believe at the time.  So I have good memories here, I have 
good positive thoughts here and good positive vibes about this course.  Yeah, I look 

forward to trying to do something similar tomorrow.  I think we're off much later 

tomorrow, a couple of hours later, and the wind will pick up.  You notice that out there, 
the wind's picked up quite considerably on the back nine, so you would expect the 

whole day to be quite breezy and quite difficult when it does get breezy.  Yeah, it will 
be a challenge in the next couple of days onwards, look forward to it. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Colin. 
 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Thank you so much indeed, thank you.  


