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MARK O'MEARA:  Well, it was an early morning, I get up early anyways, but I got to 

the Hall about 8:30 and Jack Peters and Brody -- what's Brody's last name?  I think 
it's Waters.  Anyways, so Jack and Brody and myself, they took us through the hall, 

showed us basically in a brief -- because it's very difficult, it's such an amazing 

facility -- a brief walk-through, you might say, of the whole facility.  It took David 
Graeme and myself about a little over an hour to walk through with one of the 

historians who is hired by the Hall that could kind of give us a brief synopsis of 
everything that we were seeing.  I was extremely impressed.  I had been to the Hall of 

Fame before but only been there to do a couple charity days and things like that, so I 

never had the opportunity to walk through the inside. I would say any golf fan who 
loves the game of golf, and we've seen Gary Player do the commercials but it is true 

it's an amazing facility.  But the fun part is towards the end there's a locker room, so 
there's a locker of all the Hall of Fame members and each one of those lockers you 

can peer in and take a look at the memorabilia that each player who might have a 
passion of whatever their hobbies are or things they want to put in their locker, they're 

in those lockers there.  So that's a pretty cool part.  

 
Q.  What's going to be in yours?  
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Well, I told him, I said I would be happy to give you guys one of 

my snowmobiles but it wouldn't fit in the locker.  So I think, I really so much has to be 

thought about over the next three months, but I'm an avid fly fisherman.  I'm not a big 
hunter, but I would put one of my fly rods or a reel or one of my reels, I love to tie 

flies.  I ski, I'm a big outdoors guy, camper.  Like I said, ski, snowmobiling.  I know 
you guys wouldn't think me up on the sled, going crazy up in the backcountry, but 

that's what I do.  I have to stay healthy not just for golf but to be able to ride my 
snowmobile.  The good thing is, it's not a hurried thing.  The curator and the historian 

are going to come to my house probably the first week of March and go through my 

house and my trophies and things like that, pick what they would like to put in 
because they'll have a year display of David Graeme, Laura Davies, the Tillinghast 

family and certainly myself, separate display areas of the new inductees into the Hall 
of Fame.  So they'll take quite a bit of stuff, and I'm okay with that as long as I can get 

it back. 

 
Q.  Walking through there, Monday, did you ever say to yourself -- 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  It was a little overwhelming. 

 
Q.   -- I'm going to be in here? 

 

MARK O'MEARA:  No, you know, it's something that I've been kind of waiting for the 
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phone call the last five or six years wondering if that was ever going to happen.  And 

having to listen to, you know, whoever it may be, whether I'm doing a charity outing, 
whether I'm playing in pro-ams, whether I'm talking to you all or friends, you're going 

to get in the Hall, you're going to get in the Hall, you're going to get in the Hall.  I'm 
like, really, really, really?   

 

I don't have to answer the question anymore.  To finally be inducted into the Hall, and 
then certainly the way the two-year transition period has happened, and the fact that I 

know that I have the utmost confidence of certainly Arnold Palmer and Gary Player, 
Nancy Lopez and Annika Sorenstam, who in my opinion epitomized the Hall.  To look 

at my worldwide career, winning the U.S. Amateur, certainly the two major 
championships, I always felt like, you know, I realize, I'm pretty honest with myself, I 

was a borderline candidate whether I should maybe get in it or not.  But looking at 

some of the other players that are in there and looking, once again, at my worldwide 
wins, the fact that I traveled more abroad as a young American player, you know, 

winning the Australian Masters.  And coincidence, when I won the Australian Masters 
I played with David Graeme in the final group on Sunday and beat him.  It's kind of 

neat that both of us are going into the Hall at the same time and to have the induction 

ceremony at St. Andrews the week of The Open Championship with myself being a 
former Open champion right there at the home of golf, the R&A headquarters, it's 

going to be unbelievable.   
 

So I just feel like it's a dream come true for me to be alongside the greats of the 
greats.  I've always said that I've had a great career for Mark O'Meara, but I've never 

classified myself as a great player.  I think I've had a great career for me and I think 

I'm a good player, but the greats, you know, everybody uses that word "great" a lot.  
This guy's great, that guy's great.  Look, Jack Nicklaus, great.  Anybody who's won 

four major championships or more, in my opinion those are the greats.  Or somebody 
who's won many, many tournaments around the world, those are great players.  I am 

what I am and I'm lucky to be getting to go in the Hall of Fame.  It's nice that I'm still 

competitive and playing the Champions Tour, and I still play the Masters and I'll play 
The Open Championship at St. Andrews.  It's just another thing.  Like Dave knows 

because he's been up with me over the last eight, nine years, to be introduced on the 
first tee as a Hall of Fame member is going to be an incredible honor. 

 
Q.  Do you know who will introduce you?  
 

A.  I do.  David Marr is going to do my induction ceremony, my introduction for my 
induction ceremony.  I've had a long-term relationship with Dave Marr, I knew his 

father well.  Dave is in my opinion very knowledgeable, he's a friend.  I always told 
him, starting back about five or six years ago, I said, hey, if I get the nod and I get in 

the Hall of Fame, you're going to be my man.  He goes, no, no, no.  So as soon as I 

got the call from the commissioner the next day or once I could make it public, I called 
Dave Marr on the phone and I said, Hey, are you ready?  He said, Ready for what?  I 

said, I told you.  He goes, Oh, no, you think about it.  You may want to choose 
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somebody else.  I said, No, I'm a man of my word, I told you and you're going to do it.   

 
So I'm excited about Dave Marr doing my introduction.  He's definitely been a big fan 

of mine.  Not only that, he's a friend of mine, so it will be fun. 
 

Q.  Will the Hall of Fame induction trip entail a big family exodus? 

 
MARK O'MEARA:  Well, my son and my daughter and my son-in-law will come over, 

and my stepson, but obviously unfortunately my parents are both gone.  That was 
probably one of the most disheartening things when the commissioner told me, and I 

told the commissioner I was very thankful for being inducted into the Hall but the sad 
part is that my parents are gone.  I know they'll be looking down.  I lost my father the 

Monday after The Open Championship at St. Andrews in 2010 and I played in The 

Open Championship that way and I stayed because my sisters and my brother went 
to be with my father.  I knew if I came home, my dad would have been pissed, so I 

stayed and played.  Unfortunately, I lost my dad that Monday after and that was a 
difficult time.  When all of us lose our parents, it's very difficult.  But my kids and some 

of my family members and I'm going to invite some of my friends, people that have 

had a big impact on my life to come there.  Some of the journey is a little bit hard for 
my brothers and sisters maybe to come, but the aspect that the Hall of Fame is there 

at St. Augustine and they can travel there and come and see not just necessarily 
what their brother has done or family member, but they can see what the Hall of 

Fame is all about. 
 

Q.  Looks like Tiger took your advice. 
 
MARK O'MEARA:  Yeah.  You know, I can always say this, I love Tiger Woods.  I 

consider Tiger Woods a friend.  I believe that there's hardly been a player, no 
disrespect to the greats that came before Tiger, but has had a bigger impact on the 

game of golf than Tiger Woods has had.  The game is better because of what Tiger 

has done in his professional life.  He's been a tremendous driver of the game.  And 
the game has been good to Tiger Woods, too, so it goes both ways.   

 
I'll say this.  He's doing the right thing.  It's okay to struggle.  Life is a struggle.  When 

you think about what Tiger Woods has had to live under, the scrutiny, the attention, 
and let's give the young man -- 39, he's still a young man in my opinion.  Let's give 

him the credit that he deserves.  Without Tiger Woods in the game, that's not a good 

thing.  A lot of the young players that are coming along certainly have risen to the 
challenge.  Rory McIlroy, I said it, you can look back, when he was 19 and I played 

with him in Dubai.  He hadn't won yet on the European Tour, I played with him the 
first two rounds.  The media asked me and I said, you know what, this kid at 19 

doesn't have the record that Tiger Woods has, but in my opinion he's as good or 

maybe even better at 19 than Tiger Woods was.  And he's gone on to do some 
incredible things.  There's going to be other young players that are going to come 

along, but certainly Tiger set the stage.  Jack set the stage for someone like Tiger to 
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come along.   

 
But I think he's probably doing the right thing.  Just take some time, there's no hurry.  

I know he hasn't performed at the level he wants to perform at, nor what our 
expectations are of Tiger Woods.  But when he comes back and plays, let's give him 

the chance to just kind of slowly kind of move into it as opposed to thinking, like we all 

think, he should win every single tournament he plays in.  In fairness, he has won 
most every tournament he has played in.   

 
Like I said, sometimes struggles in life, whether it's one's personal life or business life, 

you tend to learn more.  You learn more about yourself and as a human being when 
you're struggling than when everything's going your way.  And I hope for my buddy's 

sake that he takes the time that he needs, and if he needs to reach out to whoever he 

needs to reach out to, he does that.  He'll be fine and the game will be better when 
Tiger Woods is playing. 

 
Thank you, guys.  Thanks for listening. 
 


